
TOUR OPERATOR: Travelrite International Pty Ltd, license 
number 30858 (ABN 64 005 817 078) is the tour operator.

TOUR COSTS: The tour costs are based on airfare, general 
transport, accommodation costs and foreign exchange rate at 
29/7/13. Travelrite reserves the right to alter the costs if any 
of these factors change, giving any passenger that has booked 
the right to withdraw with full refund of monies paid or modify 
arrangements. No alterations to price will be made within 60 days 
of departure from Australia.

DEPOSITS AND PAYMENTS: A deposit of $600 per passenger for 
is required at the time of booking. Full payment will be required 
60 days before departure for the Garden Tour. A 1% administration 
fee will be charged on payment by Visa or Mastercard and 3% on 
payment by AMEX or Diners.

AIR TAXES: from Sydney/Melbourne/Brisbane as listed in the 
itinerary. Please contact us for air taxes from different cities. Air 
taxes are as at 29/7/13. If they change due to government and 
airline charges and currency variations, Travelrite International 
reserves the right to charge additional amounts.

CANCELLATION CONDITIONS: Cancellations within 60 days of 
departure will result in the loss of all monies paid. Cancellation 
outside 60 days from departure will result in a cancellation fee of 
$600 per person. 

TRAVEL INSURANCE: Travel insurance is recommended to cover 
the costs of cancellation fees due to illness, death in family, etc.

MINIMUM TOUR NUMBERS AND CONDITIONS: The tour has 
been priced on the basis of a minimum number of passengers 
having booked 60 days prior to departure. Travelrite reserves the 
right to cancel the tour, giving a full refund of all monies paid or 
offer arrangements to proceed with the tour at a modified cost.  

TOUR ORGANISATION: Travelrite reserves the right to change 
advertised entrances if necessary for the smooth operation of the tour.  

REFUNDS: The tour is based on arrangements that do not allow 
for any refunds in respect to sightseeing, accommodation, meals, 
airfare or other services not utilized after the tour has commenced.
Travel Documents: All passengers will require a valid passport. 
Visas for countries visited are not required for Australian passport 
holders. If you hold another passport please check with Travelrite.

BAGGAGE: All passengers qualify for the 20kg (441b) free baggage 
allowance.

RESPONSIBILITY: Travelrite International Pty Ltd. (License 
number 30858) is the tour organizer. Neither Nationwide News 
Pty Limited nor any of its subsidiaries, nor any of its newspapers 
have any involvement in the tour, and have no liability of any kind 
to any person in relation to the tour. Travelrite acts only as an 
agent in the making of arrangements for hotels, transportation, 
restaurants or any other service and do not assume any liability 
whatsoever for any injury, damage, death, loss, accident or delay 
to person or property due to an act of negligence or a default of any 
hotel, carrier restaurant company or person rendering any services 
included in the tour, or by act of God. Further no responsibilities 
are accepted for any damage or delay due to sickness, pilferage, 
labour disputes, machinery break-down, quarantine, government 
restraints, weather, terrorism or other causes beyond their control. 
No responsibility is accepted for any additional expense, omission, 
delays, re-routing or acts of any government authority. 
The passage contract between the carriers concerned, when 
issued, shall constitute the sole contract between the carriers and 
the purchasers of this tour and/or the passengers. The right is 
reserved to withdraw any tour and/or make such changes in the 
tour as may be found desirable or necessary for the convenience of 
the parties and the proper carrying out of the tour. This contract 
shall be construed in accordance of the laws of the State of 
Victoria, Australia.

HOW TO BOOK: Bookings can be made by sending full names and 
addresses of intending tour members with a deposit of $600 for the 
Garden Tour. Please send to:

Travelrite International Pty Ltd
423 Whitehorse Road
Balwyn, Victoria 3103
Further information or a booking form can be obtained by 
contacting Travelrite International on the following numbers:

Toll Free: 1800 630 343
Phone: (03) 8803 6868
Fax: (03) 9836 8068
Email: balwyn@travelrite.com.au
www.travelrite.com.au

ABOUT TRAVELRITE INTERNATIONAL: Travelrite International 
Pty Ltd (A.C.N. 005 817 078) is a well established travel company 
which has been operating in the eastern suburbs of Melbourne for 
more than 30 years. It is fully licensed (License No. 30858) and 
has two accredited IATA offices Heathmont, and Balwyn. As such, 
it directly represents the major airlines of the world and all major 
domestic and international tour and transport operators. Travelrite 
International has been operating special interest tours for 25 years, 
and now runs 50 tours a year. Travelrite International Pty Ltd is a full 
member of the Australian Federation of Travel Agents – AFTA.

General Information and Booking Conditions
Touring can involve a considerable amount of walking and stair climbing in the places visited and it is important that all tour participants have a 
level of physical fitness that allows them to take part in this tour without the need of assistance from others.

Included in the price:  
• Return economy-class air travel from Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane. Passengers will be 

able to extend their stay in Europe at a small extra airfare cost.
• Travel in first-class chartered coach.
• Accommodation in first-class and moderate first-class hotels, taxes and service charges.
• Continental or buffet breakfasts in Europe and England. One dinner on the French Riviera 

and a Farewell Dinner in London and one lunch.
• Sightseeing tours as listed in the itinerary.
• Entrances to gardens and attractions as detailed in itinerary.
• Tour leadership by Helen Young.
• Tour management by Travelrite International Pty. Ltd. with an experienced tour manager 

meeting the group on arrival in London and travelling with the group.
• A Travelrite travel bag.

Not included in the price are: 
• Passport and visa fees.
• Travel insurance.
• Meals unless specified in itinerary.
• Sightseeing and general expenses unless specified in the itinerary. 
• Additional travel arrangements not detailed in the itinerary – these will be quoted for separately.

GARDEN TOUR OF 
Join Helen Young on the Travelrite International

FRANCE &FRANCE &FRANCE &
ENGLANDENGLANDENGLANDENGLANDENGLANDENGLAND

May 4 to May 25, 2014

with Helen Young – May 4 to May 25, 2014

Total package per person $ 9825
Air taxes and fuel charges at 29/7/13 per person $ 510
Single supplement $ 1975

Visiting the French Riviera, Provence, 
the Dordogne, Bordeaux and London 
for the Chelsea Flower Show

GARDEN TOUR OF 
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DAY 5  Thursday May 8, 2014 Aix-en-Provence
We depart the French Riviera this morning and travel to Chateau Val Joanis for lunch and 
a wine tasting. This 19th century-style garden was created by Mrs Cecile Chancel from 
1978, together with landscape architect Tobbie Loup de Viane. Terraces designed to resemble 
a French potager garden of the 18th century, combine both ornamental and productive 
plants. The first terrace mixes vegetables and flowers, the second features roses and the third 
has ornamental shrubs and fruit trees. A long pergola, submerged in roses and trumpet 
creeper, runs the full length, while hectares of olives and grapes create the perfect Provencal 
setting. We continue our journey to Aix-en-Provence. Those wishing to dine together can 
meet in the lobby where the tour manager will suggest restaurants for dinner.

DAY 6  Friday May 9, 2014 Aix-en-Provence
This morning we have a sightseeing tour of Aix-en-Provence, the old capital of Provence. 
We tour the Old Town, with its evocative 18th and 19th-century squares, many of them 
with gorgeous fountains in their centre. We will also see sites associated with the post-
impressionist artist, Paul Cezanne, who hailed from the town. This afternoon will be free 
for individual exploration.

DAY 7  Saturday May 10, 2014 Aix-en-Provence
We travel this morning to Jardin de la Noria, a modern, private garden designed by noted 
French designers, Arnaud Maurieres and Eric Ossart. The owners, Mr and Mrs Deparis, 
commissioned them to transform a hectare of level orchard in the grounds of their 
farmhouse, called Mas de Licon. The remains of an old noria, or water wheel, determined 
the hub of the new garden, influenced by the spirit of Islamic paradise gardens. The 
garden has an oasis-like quality with lush plantings, scented flowers, pools and rills. This 
is a garden that encourages visitors to wander slowly and sit to enjoy the sculptures and 
surrender to the delights of the sound of the water, the perfume and colour of the garden. We 
will have a lunch stop in the attractive medieval city of Uzes. There will be time to browse 
around the wonderful Saturday market, where you will find a wealth of food and craft 
items. In the afternoon, we visit the private garden of Les Confines, owned for many years 
by contemporary landscape designer Dominique Lafourcade. It is famous worldwide for its 
long, narrow rill, flanked by olive trees in massive terracotta pots, and extensive clipped 
hedges and topiary. This Italianate garden encompasses many rooms, each with its own 
character. Its most recent addition is an African room, inspired by Mrs Deparis’ travels there.

DAY 1  Sunday May 4, 2014 Departure
Our holiday begins with an Emirates Airlines flight to Nice. 

DAY 2  Monday May 5, 2014 French Riviera
We arrive in Nice early afternoon, where we are met by a private coach and transferred 
to our hotel in the gorgeous village of Villefranche-sur-Mer, just along the coast from 
Nice. Helen and the tour manager will help you settle in and the rest of the day is free for 
relaxation and individual exploration.

DAY 3  Tuesday May 6, 2014 French Riviera
This morning we enjoy a sightseeing tour, with a local guide, of the main sights of the 
French Riviera. After exploring the narrow picturesque streets of Nice, the capital of the 
Cote d’Azur, we’ll drive along the Grand Corniche, with its spectacular views of the ocean 
and cliffs, on our way to Monte Carlo, famous for its casino and Monaco’s royal family. 
In the afternoon, we’ll visit Le Jardin Exotique d’Eze, perched on a high outcrop with 
the most magnificent views overlooking the sea. This garden, with its wonderful and 
varied collection of succulents, offers a unique experience, and the little town of Eze is 
fascinating. This evening we will enjoy a welcome dinner to meet Helen Young. D

DAY 4  Wednesday May 7, 2014 French Riviera
Our first visit today is to the private garden of Clos du Peyronnet, set on a hillside 
overlooking the blue Mediterranean. It is the work of three generations of the Waterfield 
family, starting in the early 1900s, and is still the home of William Waterfield. Laid out in 
the Arts and Crafts style, it takes advantage of the warm climate to nurture exotic plants 
such as South African bulbs and unusual fruit trees. A delightful stairway of successive 
water pools ends at the sea. In the afternoon Helen will lead the group on a visit to the 
superb Villa Ephrussi de Rothschild. The garden was laid out at the beginning of the 
20th century by Baroness Ephrussi de Rothschild, a member of the wealthy Rothschild 
family. Seven gardens laid out around the pink, Venetian-style villa represent a voyage 
around the world – French, Spanish, Florentine, Japanese and so on – and are furnished 
with the ‘spoils’ of her travels. The sea views are wonderful and the interiors of the villa 
are simply beautiful.

DAY 8  Sunday May 11, 2014 Albi
Today our coach takes us to Albi, stopping on the way to visit the interesting, medieval  
fortified town of Carcassonne. The outcrop on which it is built, was the main communication 
route between the Mediterranean and Toulouse. The town of Albi is the birthplace of 
Toulouse-Lautrec and sits in a beautiful position on the river Tarn. Albi is known for its 
rosy-red bricks, made from distinctively coloured local clay and used for building everything 
from bridges spanning the Tarn to private houses and the grand cathedral. The tour 
manager will meet the group in the lobby to suggest restaurants for dinner.

DAY 9  Monday May 12, 2014 Albi
This morning we will enjoy a city tour with a local guide, seeing the vast St Cecilia’s 
Cathedral, which dates from 1282, the medieval streets, the busy markets, and we will 
tour the outstanding Musee Toulouse-Lautrec. From the museum we get a wonderful view 
over a parterre garden and the river Tarn. This afternoon will be free to explore Albi at 
your own pace. 

DAY 10  Tuesday May 13, 2014 Sarlat la Caneda
We head north today, driving through the beautiful rolling French countryside to 
the Dordogne region to stay in Sarlat la Caneda for four nights. The town has all the 
characteristics of a well-preserved market town of the time of the Ancien Regime. Its 
narrow medieval streets, gothic and renaissance buildings add to the ambience. The tour 
manager will recommend local restaurants to soak up a little atmosphere and experience 
the regional delicacies.

DAY 11  Wednesday May 14, 2014 Sarlat la Caneda
We start the day with a guided walking tour of this fascinating town, which grew up 
around the Benedictine abbey founded in the middle of the 9th century. Sarlat reached 
its peak during the 13th and 14th centuries. There are houses full of charm all over the 
town, many with attractive courtyards, including Maison de la Boetie, one of the finest 
renaissance buildings of 1525. The town is host to many interesting fairs and markets and, 
as Wednesday is the town’s regular market day, you will be able to enjoy it. In the afternoon 
we travel east to visit the superb Manoir d’Eyrignac. The manor house dates from the 17th 
century and the elaborate formal garden, originally 18th century, was comprehensively 
recreated in the 1960s. Elaborate topiary and hedging frame a sequence of rooms and 
passages that lead to the house. Near the house is a stylised French parterre with sweeping 
curves of clipped box and soaring Italian cypresses. We return to the hotel late afternoon. 
Those wishing to dine together tonight can meet in the lobby.

DAY 12  Thursday May 15, 2014 Sarlat la Caneda
Today is a free day for you to relax and enjoy Sarlat at your own pace.

DAY 13  Friday May 16, 2014 Sarlat la Caneda
Our first visit today is to Les Jardins de l’Imaginaire, at Terrasson, a unique creation that 
recounts the history of gardens since Roman times in 13 different gardens. Highlights 
include a green amphitheatre with lovely views over the town, a rose garden of more than 
2000 roses, and a fountain walk of many water jets, which spray between trees creating a 
garden of water. In the afternoon we will travel east to visit the extraordinary Les Jardins de 
Marqueyssac. On a bastion overlooking the Dordogne River, they have stunning views and 
present topiary as you have never seen it before. Known as the Italian Garden in Perigord, 
they feature clipped box cypress and rosemary in wonderful, organic shapes. 

Itinerary

with Helen Young 
Helen Young is a well-known garden identity, whose weekly columns for The Weekend Australian 
newspaper have been a regular feature since February 2001. Sydney residents will know her as a long-
term regular on 702ABC’s Saturday morning gardening talkback show. She has published two gardening 
books, is House and Garden magazine’s garden writer, and contributes to other gardening magazines. 
Operating her own landscaping business for the past 20 years, Helen designs and advises on gardens 
and is passionate about plants. She has led garden tours to Spain, Portugal, England, Italy, France, 
Czech Republic, Dubai, Morocco, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Japan, New Zealand and Tasmania. 
Helen looks forward to sharing her horticultural knowledge and enthusiasm with members of this tour.

DAY 14  Saturday May 17, 2014 Bordeaux
We travel today through the French countryside to the delightful small town of Saint 
-Emilion, where we have free time. We continue on to visit Chateau de Vayres. Situated on the 
banks of the Dordogne River, it dates from the 13th, 14th and 17th centuries. A double flight 
of steps leads down to the formal French gardens, dotted with impressive clipped yew cones 
and hedges. Located along the side of the chateau is a medieval-inspired flower garden. Late 
afternoon we will check into our Bordeaux hotel for a two-night stay. Those wishing to dine 
together can meet in the lobby, where the tour manager will suggest nearby restaurants.

DAY 15  Sunday May 18, 2014 Bordeaux
This morning we will enjoy a sightseeing tour of Bordeaux. Vieux Bordeaux is the 18th 
century Old Town that has recently been restored, including buildings used for wine storage, 
along the river Garonne. We will see the Grand Theatre, one of the finest in France, and 
the elegant Place du Parlement, where houses have ground floor arcades and a balcony 
running the whole length of the façade. We also see the Esplanade des Quinconces laid out 
in the early 19th century. Travelling north of Bordeaux along the Gironde River, where the 
famed red wines of this region are produced, we visit a winery for a tasting. Helen will fly 
to London this evening to attend Media Day on Monday, at the Chelsea Flower Show, and 
obtain a sneak preview of the show gardens to guide us personally on our Thursday visit.

DAY 16  Monday May 19, 2014 London
The morning will be free to explore Bordeaux, before we travel to the airport in the 
afternoon to fly to London. On arrival we will be met by our private coach to transfer the 
group to our London hotel. Helen and the tour manager will suggest local restaurants for 
dinner and familiarise you with the area, as well as suggesting places to visit in London.

DAY 17  Tuesday May 20, 2014 London
This morning we meet our London Blue Badge guide for a tour of the main sights of 
exciting London, such as Buckingham Palace, Whitehall, Trafalgar Square, The Strand, 
St Paul’s Cathedral and the Tower of London. The afternoon and evening will be free for 
you to enjoy London’s many attractions as you choose.

DAY 18  Wednesday May 21, 2014 London
Today we visit Capel Manor Gardens, with 30 acres and more than 60 gardens and 
landscapes to explore, surrounding a Georgian manor house. It contains some previous 
gold-medal winning show gardens from Chelsea, including The Australian Garden from 
2011, as well as a 17th-century walled garden, Italianate maze, vegetable plots and plant 
collections of scented pelargoniums and salvias. Capel Manor College is an esteemed 
horticultural college. Just nearby, we visit Myddelton House Gardens, home of noted 
gardener, author and artist Edward Bowles, from his birth in 1865 to his death in 1954. 
On eight acres, it includes a kitchen garden, Victorian conservatory, a lake and a section of 
unusual plants called the Lunatic Asylum.

DAY 19  Thursday May 22, 2014 London
The highlight of our time in London is our visit with Helen to the famous Chelsea Flower 
Show. It is the main event in the English horticultural calendar and boasts fine displays of 
flowers, plants, trees and amazing display gardens. For gardeners, it is the experience of a 
lifetime and a highlight of our garden tour. Helen will ensure you get the most from your 
time here. We will have a farewell dinner this evening to say good-bye to our new friends. D 

DAY 20  Friday May 23, 2014 Departure
We will have free time for last minute shopping and sight-seeing until our departure early 
afternoon, visiting the private garden of Mr and Mrs Raworth on the way to the airport, 
and enjoying afternoon tea there. This is a true collectors’ garden, with some rare and 
unusual plants. Among its many features, cleverly designed in a small space, are hedges of 
yew, box and hornbeam, which enclose various rooms, a formal knot garden and a sunken 
Mediterranean garden, full of interesting small plants. At the rear, an emerald grass carpet 
is flanked by flower borders and backed by old trees, set in a private park. From here, we 
travel to Heathrow airport for our return flight to Australia. 

DAY 21  Saturday May 24, 2014 In flight

DAY 22  Sunday May 25, 2014 Arrival
The group arrives in Australia and tour arrangements conclude.

FRANCE &FRANCE &FRANCE & ENGLANDENGLANDENGLAND
GARDEN TOUR OF 

Czech Republic, Dubai, Morocco, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Japan, New Zealand and Tasmania. 
Helen looks forward to sharing her horticultural knowledge and enthusiasm with members of this tour.
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DAY 5  Thursday May 8, 2014 Aix-en-Provence
We depart the French Riviera this morning and travel to Chateau Val Joanis for lunch and 
a wine tasting. This 19th century-style garden was created by Mrs Cecile Chancel from 
1978, together with landscape architect Tobbie Loup de Viane. Terraces designed to resemble 
a French potager garden of the 18th century, combine both ornamental and productive 
plants. The first terrace mixes vegetables and flowers, the second features roses and the third 
has ornamental shrubs and fruit trees. A long pergola, submerged in roses and trumpet 
creeper, runs the full length, while hectares of olives and grapes create the perfect Provencal 
setting. We continue our journey to Aix-en-Provence. Those wishing to dine together can 
meet in the lobby where the tour manager will suggest restaurants for dinner.

DAY 6  Friday May 9, 2014 Aix-en-Provence
This morning we have a sightseeing tour of Aix-en-Provence, the old capital of Provence. 
We tour the Old Town, with its evocative 18th and 19th-century squares, many of them 
with gorgeous fountains in their centre. We will also see sites associated with the post-
impressionist artist, Paul Cezanne, who hailed from the town. This afternoon will be free 
for individual exploration.

DAY 7  Saturday May 10, 2014 Aix-en-Provence
We travel this morning to Jardin de la Noria, a modern, private garden designed by noted 
French designers, Arnaud Maurieres and Eric Ossart. The owners, Mr and Mrs Deparis, 
commissioned them to transform a hectare of level orchard in the grounds of their 
farmhouse, called Mas de Licon. The remains of an old noria, or water wheel, determined 
the hub of the new garden, influenced by the spirit of Islamic paradise gardens. The 
garden has an oasis-like quality with lush plantings, scented flowers, pools and rills. This 
is a garden that encourages visitors to wander slowly and sit to enjoy the sculptures and 
surrender to the delights of the sound of the water, the perfume and colour of the garden. We 
will have a lunch stop in the attractive medieval city of Uzes. There will be time to browse 
around the wonderful Saturday market, where you will find a wealth of food and craft 
items. In the afternoon, we visit the private garden of Les Confines, owned for many years 
by contemporary landscape designer Dominique Lafourcade. It is famous worldwide for its 
long, narrow rill, flanked by olive trees in massive terracotta pots, and extensive clipped 
hedges and topiary. This Italianate garden encompasses many rooms, each with its own 
character. Its most recent addition is an African room, inspired by Mrs Deparis’ travels there.

DAY 1  Sunday May 4, 2014 Departure
Our holiday begins with an Emirates Airlines flight to Nice. 

DAY 2  Monday May 5, 2014 French Riviera
We arrive in Nice early afternoon, where we are met by a private coach and transferred 
to our hotel in the gorgeous village of Villefranche-sur-Mer, just along the coast from 
Nice. Helen and the tour manager will help you settle in and the rest of the day is free for 
relaxation and individual exploration.

DAY 3  Tuesday May 6, 2014 French Riviera
This morning we enjoy a sightseeing tour, with a local guide, of the main sights of the 
French Riviera. After exploring the narrow picturesque streets of Nice, the capital of the 
Cote d’Azur, we’ll drive along the Grand Corniche, with its spectacular views of the ocean 
and cliffs, on our way to Monte Carlo, famous for its casino and Monaco’s royal family. 
In the afternoon, we’ll visit Le Jardin Exotique d’Eze, perched on a high outcrop with 
the most magnificent views overlooking the sea. This garden, with its wonderful and 
varied collection of succulents, offers a unique experience, and the little town of Eze is 
fascinating. This evening we will enjoy a welcome dinner to meet Helen Young. D

DAY 4  Wednesday May 7, 2014 French Riviera
Our first visit today is to the private garden of Clos du Peyronnet, set on a hillside 
overlooking the blue Mediterranean. It is the work of three generations of the Waterfield 
family, starting in the early 1900s, and is still the home of William Waterfield. Laid out in 
the Arts and Crafts style, it takes advantage of the warm climate to nurture exotic plants 
such as South African bulbs and unusual fruit trees. A delightful stairway of successive 
water pools ends at the sea. In the afternoon Helen will lead the group on a visit to the 
superb Villa Ephrussi de Rothschild. The garden was laid out at the beginning of the 
20th century by Baroness Ephrussi de Rothschild, a member of the wealthy Rothschild 
family. Seven gardens laid out around the pink, Venetian-style villa represent a voyage 
around the world – French, Spanish, Florentine, Japanese and so on – and are furnished 
with the ‘spoils’ of her travels. The sea views are wonderful and the interiors of the villa 
are simply beautiful.

DAY 8  Sunday May 11, 2014 Albi
Today our coach takes us to Albi, stopping on the way to visit the interesting, medieval  
fortified town of Carcassonne. The outcrop on which it is built, was the main communication 
route between the Mediterranean and Toulouse. The town of Albi is the birthplace of 
Toulouse-Lautrec and sits in a beautiful position on the river Tarn. Albi is known for its 
rosy-red bricks, made from distinctively coloured local clay and used for building everything 
from bridges spanning the Tarn to private houses and the grand cathedral. The tour 
manager will meet the group in the lobby to suggest restaurants for dinner.

DAY 9  Monday May 12, 2014 Albi
This morning we will enjoy a city tour with a local guide, seeing the vast St Cecilia’s 
Cathedral, which dates from 1282, the medieval streets, the busy markets, and we will 
tour the outstanding Musee Toulouse-Lautrec. From the museum we get a wonderful view 
over a parterre garden and the river Tarn. This afternoon will be free to explore Albi at 
your own pace. 

DAY 10  Tuesday May 13, 2014 Sarlat la Caneda
We head north today, driving through the beautiful rolling French countryside to 
the Dordogne region to stay in Sarlat la Caneda for four nights. The town has all the 
characteristics of a well-preserved market town of the time of the Ancien Regime. Its 
narrow medieval streets, gothic and renaissance buildings add to the ambience. The tour 
manager will recommend local restaurants to soak up a little atmosphere and experience 
the regional delicacies.

DAY 11  Wednesday May 14, 2014 Sarlat la Caneda
We start the day with a guided walking tour of this fascinating town, which grew up 
around the Benedictine abbey founded in the middle of the 9th century. Sarlat reached 
its peak during the 13th and 14th centuries. There are houses full of charm all over the 
town, many with attractive courtyards, including Maison de la Boetie, one of the finest 
renaissance buildings of 1525. The town is host to many interesting fairs and markets and, 
as Wednesday is the town’s regular market day, you will be able to enjoy it. In the afternoon 
we travel east to visit the superb Manoir d’Eyrignac. The manor house dates from the 17th 
century and the elaborate formal garden, originally 18th century, was comprehensively 
recreated in the 1960s. Elaborate topiary and hedging frame a sequence of rooms and 
passages that lead to the house. Near the house is a stylised French parterre with sweeping 
curves of clipped box and soaring Italian cypresses. We return to the hotel late afternoon. 
Those wishing to dine together tonight can meet in the lobby.

DAY 12  Thursday May 15, 2014 Sarlat la Caneda
Today is a free day for you to relax and enjoy Sarlat at your own pace.

DAY 13  Friday May 16, 2014 Sarlat la Caneda
Our first visit today is to Les Jardins de l’Imaginaire, at Terrasson, a unique creation that 
recounts the history of gardens since Roman times in 13 different gardens. Highlights 
include a green amphitheatre with lovely views over the town, a rose garden of more than 
2000 roses, and a fountain walk of many water jets, which spray between trees creating a 
garden of water. In the afternoon we will travel east to visit the extraordinary Les Jardins de 
Marqueyssac. On a bastion overlooking the Dordogne River, they have stunning views and 
present topiary as you have never seen it before. Known as the Italian Garden in Perigord, 
they feature clipped box cypress and rosemary in wonderful, organic shapes. 

Itinerary

with Helen Young 
Helen Young is a well-known garden identity, whose weekly columns for The Weekend Australian 
newspaper have been a regular feature since February 2001. Sydney residents will know her as a long-
term regular on 702ABC’s Saturday morning gardening talkback show. She has published two gardening 
books, is House and Garden magazine’s garden writer, and contributes to other gardening magazines. 
Operating her own landscaping business for the past 20 years, Helen designs and advises on gardens 
and is passionate about plants. She has led garden tours to Spain, Portugal, England, Italy, France, 
Czech Republic, Dubai, Morocco, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Japan, New Zealand and Tasmania. 
Helen looks forward to sharing her horticultural knowledge and enthusiasm with members of this tour.

DAY 14  Saturday May 17, 2014 Bordeaux
We travel today through the French countryside to the delightful small town of Saint 
-Emilion, where we have free time. We continue on to visit Chateau de Vayres. Situated on the 
banks of the Dordogne River, it dates from the 13th, 14th and 17th centuries. A double flight 
of steps leads down to the formal French gardens, dotted with impressive clipped yew cones 
and hedges. Located along the side of the chateau is a medieval-inspired flower garden. Late 
afternoon we will check into our Bordeaux hotel for a two-night stay. Those wishing to dine 
together can meet in the lobby, where the tour manager will suggest nearby restaurants.

DAY 15  Sunday May 18, 2014 Bordeaux
This morning we will enjoy a sightseeing tour of Bordeaux. Vieux Bordeaux is the 18th 
century Old Town that has recently been restored, including buildings used for wine storage, 
along the river Garonne. We will see the Grand Theatre, one of the finest in France, and 
the elegant Place du Parlement, where houses have ground floor arcades and a balcony 
running the whole length of the façade. We also see the Esplanade des Quinconces laid out 
in the early 19th century. Travelling north of Bordeaux along the Gironde River, where the 
famed red wines of this region are produced, we visit a winery for a tasting. Helen will fly 
to London this evening to attend Media Day on Monday, at the Chelsea Flower Show, and 
obtain a sneak preview of the show gardens to guide us personally on our Thursday visit.

DAY 16  Monday May 19, 2014 London
The morning will be free to explore Bordeaux, before we travel to the airport in the 
afternoon to fly to London. On arrival we will be met by our private coach to transfer the 
group to our London hotel. Helen and the tour manager will suggest local restaurants for 
dinner and familiarise you with the area, as well as suggesting places to visit in London.

DAY 17  Tuesday May 20, 2014 London
This morning we meet our London Blue Badge guide for a tour of the main sights of 
exciting London, such as Buckingham Palace, Whitehall, Trafalgar Square, The Strand, 
St Paul’s Cathedral and the Tower of London. The afternoon and evening will be free for 
you to enjoy London’s many attractions as you choose.

DAY 18  Wednesday May 21, 2014 London
Today we visit Capel Manor Gardens, with 30 acres and more than 60 gardens and 
landscapes to explore, surrounding a Georgian manor house. It contains some previous 
gold-medal winning show gardens from Chelsea, including The Australian Garden from 
2011, as well as a 17th-century walled garden, Italianate maze, vegetable plots and plant 
collections of scented pelargoniums and salvias. Capel Manor College is an esteemed 
horticultural college. Just nearby, we visit Myddelton House Gardens, home of noted 
gardener, author and artist Edward Bowles, from his birth in 1865 to his death in 1954. 
On eight acres, it includes a kitchen garden, Victorian conservatory, a lake and a section of 
unusual plants called the Lunatic Asylum.

DAY 19  Thursday May 22, 2014 London
The highlight of our time in London is our visit with Helen to the famous Chelsea Flower 
Show. It is the main event in the English horticultural calendar and boasts fine displays of 
flowers, plants, trees and amazing display gardens. For gardeners, it is the experience of a 
lifetime and a highlight of our garden tour. Helen will ensure you get the most from your 
time here. We will have a farewell dinner this evening to say good-bye to our new friends. D 

DAY 20  Friday May 23, 2014 Departure
We will have free time for last minute shopping and sight-seeing until our departure early 
afternoon, visiting the private garden of Mr and Mrs Raworth on the way to the airport, 
and enjoying afternoon tea there. This is a true collectors’ garden, with some rare and 
unusual plants. Among its many features, cleverly designed in a small space, are hedges of 
yew, box and hornbeam, which enclose various rooms, a formal knot garden and a sunken 
Mediterranean garden, full of interesting small plants. At the rear, an emerald grass carpet 
is flanked by flower borders and backed by old trees, set in a private park. From here, we 
travel to Heathrow airport for our return flight to Australia. 

DAY 21  Saturday May 24, 2014 In flight

DAY 22  Sunday May 25, 2014 Arrival
The group arrives in Australia and tour arrangements conclude.
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TOUR OPERATOR: Travelrite International Pty Ltd, license 
number 30858 (ABN 64 005 817 078) is the tour operator.

TOUR COSTS: The tour costs are based on airfare, general 
transport, accommodation costs and foreign exchange rate at 
29/7/13. Travelrite reserves the right to alter the costs if any 
of these factors change, giving any passenger that has booked 
the right to withdraw with full refund of monies paid or modify 
arrangements. No alterations to price will be made within 60 days 
of departure from Australia.

DEPOSITS AND PAYMENTS: A deposit of $600 per passenger for 
is required at the time of booking. Full payment will be required 
60 days before departure for the Garden Tour. A 1% administration 
fee will be charged on payment by Visa or Mastercard and 3% on 
payment by AMEX or Diners.

AIR TAXES: from Sydney/Melbourne/Brisbane as listed in the 
itinerary. Please contact us for air taxes from different cities. Air 
taxes are as at 29/7/13. If they change due to government and 
airline charges and currency variations, Travelrite International 
reserves the right to charge additional amounts.

CANCELLATION CONDITIONS: Cancellations within 60 days of 
departure will result in the loss of all monies paid. Cancellation 
outside 60 days from departure will result in a cancellation fee of 
$600 per person. 

TRAVEL INSURANCE: Travel insurance is recommended to cover 
the costs of cancellation fees due to illness, death in family, etc.

MINIMUM TOUR NUMBERS AND CONDITIONS: The tour has 
been priced on the basis of a minimum number of passengers 
having booked 60 days prior to departure. Travelrite reserves the 
right to cancel the tour, giving a full refund of all monies paid or 
offer arrangements to proceed with the tour at a modified cost.  

TOUR ORGANISATION: Travelrite reserves the right to change 
advertised entrances if necessary for the smooth operation of the tour.  

REFUNDS: The tour is based on arrangements that do not allow 
for any refunds in respect to sightseeing, accommodation, meals, 
airfare or other services not utilized after the tour has commenced.
Travel Documents: All passengers will require a valid passport. 
Visas for countries visited are not required for Australian passport 
holders. If you hold another passport please check with Travelrite.

BAGGAGE: All passengers qualify for the 20kg (441b) free baggage 
allowance.

RESPONSIBILITY: Travelrite International Pty Ltd. (License 
number 30858) is the tour organizer. Neither Nationwide News 
Pty Limited nor any of its subsidiaries, nor any of its newspapers 
have any involvement in the tour, and have no liability of any kind 
to any person in relation to the tour. Travelrite acts only as an 
agent in the making of arrangements for hotels, transportation, 
restaurants or any other service and do not assume any liability 
whatsoever for any injury, damage, death, loss, accident or delay 
to person or property due to an act of negligence or a default of any 
hotel, carrier restaurant company or person rendering any services 
included in the tour, or by act of God. Further no responsibilities 
are accepted for any damage or delay due to sickness, pilferage, 
labour disputes, machinery break-down, quarantine, government 
restraints, weather, terrorism or other causes beyond their control. 
No responsibility is accepted for any additional expense, omission, 
delays, re-routing or acts of any government authority. 
The passage contract between the carriers concerned, when 
issued, shall constitute the sole contract between the carriers and 
the purchasers of this tour and/or the passengers. The right is 
reserved to withdraw any tour and/or make such changes in the 
tour as may be found desirable or necessary for the convenience of 
the parties and the proper carrying out of the tour. This contract 
shall be construed in accordance of the laws of the State of 
Victoria, Australia.

HOW TO BOOK: Bookings can be made by sending full names and 
addresses of intending tour members with a deposit of $600 for the 
Garden Tour. Please send to:

Travelrite International Pty Ltd
423 Whitehorse Road
Balwyn, Victoria 3103
Further information or a booking form can be obtained by 
contacting Travelrite International on the following numbers:

Toll Free: 1800 630 343
Phone: (03) 8803 6868
Fax: (03) 9836 8068
Email: balwyn@travelrite.com.au
www.travelrite.com.au

ABOUT TRAVELRITE INTERNATIONAL: Travelrite International 
Pty Ltd (A.C.N. 005 817 078) is a well established travel company 
which has been operating in the eastern suburbs of Melbourne for 
more than 30 years. It is fully licensed (License No. 30858) and 
has two accredited IATA offices Heathmont, and Balwyn. As such, 
it directly represents the major airlines of the world and all major 
domestic and international tour and transport operators. Travelrite 
International has been operating special interest tours for 25 years, 
and now runs 50 tours a year. Travelrite International Pty Ltd is a full 
member of the Australian Federation of Travel Agents – AFTA.

General Information and Booking Conditions
Touring can involve a considerable amount of walking and stair climbing in the places visited and it is important that all tour participants have a 
level of physical fitness that allows them to take part in this tour without the need of assistance from others.

Included in the price:  
• Return economy-class air travel from Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane. Passengers will be 

able to extend their stay in Europe at a small extra airfare cost.
• Travel in first-class chartered coach.
• Accommodation in first-class and moderate first-class hotels, taxes and service charges.
• Continental or buffet breakfasts in Europe and England. One dinner on the French Riviera 

and a Farewell Dinner in London and one lunch.
• Sightseeing tours as listed in the itinerary.
• Entrances to gardens and attractions as detailed in itinerary.
• Tour leadership by Helen Young.
• Tour management by Travelrite International Pty. Ltd. with an experienced tour manager 

meeting the group on arrival in London and travelling with the group.
• A Travelrite travel bag.

Not included in the price are: 
• Passport and visa fees.
• Travel insurance.
• Meals unless specified in itinerary.
• Sightseeing and general expenses unless specified in the itinerary. 
• Additional travel arrangements not detailed in the itinerary – these will be quoted for separately.

GARDEN TOUR OF 
Join Helen Young on the Travelrite International

May 4 to May 25, 2014

with Helen Young – May 4 to May 25, 2014

Total package per person $ 9825
Air taxes and fuel charges at 29/7/13 per person $ 510
Single supplement $ 1975

Visiting the French Riviera, Provence, 
the Dordogne, Bordeaux and London 
for the Chelsea Flower Show

FRANCE &FRANCE &FRANCE & ENGLANDENGLANDENGLAND
GARDEN TOUR OF 

GLG0009_HY_eng_france_garden_tour.indd   2 6/08/13   8:41 AM




