
Tour Itinerary

Day 1 : Tuesday, June 16
Arrival Day, Cambridge  4 nights
Today  a transfer will be available from  selected central London hotels to Heathrow, to pick up those 
arriving there.  Together, we head north  to our accommodation in Cambridge. The rest  of the day  is 
free to wander around the sites of Cambridge.   D

Day 2 :  Wednesday, June 17
East Anglia
The Beth Chatto Gardens / Chelsworth / Ickworth
This morning we head deep into Essex for a visit to The Beth Chatto Gardens, begun in 1960 when 
the site was an overgrown wasteland between two farms. Faced with all kinds of difficult  conditions 
Beth and the late Andrew Chatto set out to find homes for  many  of the plants they  wished to grow. 
With dry  and damp soil in  both sun and shade, they  put  into practice what is now referred to as 
‘Ecological gardening’. 
We move on to wander in  the delightful gladed village of Chelsworth, which is noted for its gardens as 
well as for its old houses; gabled, thatched, timbered, tiled and colour-washed. 
Next we visit the Italianate palace of historic Ickworth House,  and admire its fabulous collections.  We 
will  stroll in the park, the gardens and the grand Pleasure Grounds.  B D

Day 3 : Thursday, June 18
The Fenlands
Wicken Fen / Oxburgh Hall / Anglesea Abbey
We walk this morning in the amazing landscape of Wicken Fen, which  is one of the few  remaining 
areas of undrained fenland,  and it is Britain’s oldest reserve. This unique fragment of the wilderness 
that once covered East Anglia was donated to the National Trust in 1899. 
Later, at Oxburgh Hall, a 520 year  old moated manor  house, which has been occupied by  the same 
family all that time, we can admire the French parterre, and Mary Queen of Scots’ embroidery. 
Our final stop today  will be to see the collections of rare art,  sumptuous furnishings and spectacular 
statuary  at Anglesea Abbey, and we will walk in the fine woods and spacious landscaped gardens, 
which were converted from 100 acres of naked fenland.   B D

Day 4 : Friday, June 19
Peterborough Fens
Flag Fen Archæological Site / Burghley House
This morning we, in effect, travel back 3,500 years to discover, at the finest Bronze Age archaeological 
site in Northern Europe what life was like for our prehistoric ancestors. Discovered by  Francis Pryor 
in  1982, the remains of a prehistoric causeway  have been uncovered by  archaeologists, a section of 
which can be seen by visitors.
Later we will visit  the amazing Burghley  House, one of Englands greatest Elizabethan houses,  explore 
the house and enjoy  the garden of surprises. Built and mostly  designed by  William Cecil,  Lord High 
Treasurer to Queen Elizabeth I,  between 1555 and 1587, the main part of the House has 35 major 
rooms on the ground and first floors.   B D



Day 5 :  Saturday, June 20
T0 The Cotswolds  4 nights
Rousham House Garden / Great Tew / Upton House / Rollright Stones
Our first visit today  will be to historical Rousham House,  where William  Kent’s design of 1738 is 
“effectively  frozen in time”. Rousham represents the first phase of English landscape design and is 
one of the few gardens of this date to have escaped alteration, with  many  features which delighted 
eighteenth century visitors to Rousham still in situ.
We will move on now to pause and wander for  a while in Great Tew, a famous and familiar  village of 
thatched cottages. 
On to the stately  country  house of Upton, which houses internationally  important  art  and porcelain 
collections. The stunning gardens have a sweeping lawn that gives way  to a series of terraces and 
herbaceous borders, leading to a kitchen garden and the National Collection of Aster (which 
unfortunately won't be in flower for our visit).
Later, we may  stop to marvel at the mysterious Rollright Stones,  the third most important stone circle 
in  Britain, before returning to Bourton-on-the-Water, England’s most visited village and called ‘the 
Venice of The Cotswolds’.  B D
 
Day 6 : Sunday, June 21
The Western Cotswolds
Belas Knap / Sudeley Castle & Garden / Snowshill Manor and Garden
This morning you may  wish to walk to the top of Belas Knap, a restored megalithic long barrow 
dating from  around 3500BC, and occupying one of the most breathtaking (yes!) spots in  The 
Cotswolds.
Later we will  visit  Queen Katherine Parr’s splendid Sudeley  Castle and Gardens. The castle has its 
royal connections spanning 1000 years, and the grounds feature an exceptional rose garden.
On to visit Snowshill Manor, best known for  Charles Paget Wade’s extraordinary  collections of 
craftsmanship and designs.  It features a  very  interesting Hidcote-style garden of interconnecting 
‘rooms’.   B D
 
Day 7 : Monday, June 22
Bourton-on-the-Water Day
A day  of leisure today,  for wandering in this lovely  village. The ‘water’ in the name is the River 
Windrush flowing gently  through the village beneath  low  stone bridges, two of them 8th century, and 
alongside a tree-shaded green. You may  wish to also explore the village in miniature, visiting the 
model built in the gardens of the Old New Inn. It  was built by  the present landlord’s father  providing 
work for a small team  of craftsmen in  the 1930’s,  and is a  one-ninth scale replica of Bourton complete 
in almost every detail, including a model of the model itself!    B

Day 8 : Tuesday, June 23
The Northern Cotswolds
Chipping Campden / Hidcote / Kiftsgate / Stratford-upon-Avon
This morning we will walk in the golden market town of Chipping Campden, a prosperous wool town 
in the Middle Ages.
Much of the day  is devoted to two of England’s most  beautiful gardens, each a series of enclosed 
‘rooms’. Hidcote Manor Garden is one of the most famous and most visited gardens in Britain. This is 
a garden, important even in its creator’s own time, which influenced many  to follow, notably 
Sissinghurst; it was adored by  Vita Sackville-West and inspired her plant selection and use of colour 
at Sissinghurst Castle, as it did Harold Nicolson’s use of rooms.



Kiftsgate Court is now  softened by  age and blurred by  generous plantings into ‘a profusion of colour 
and apparent informality’. The famous and enormous Kiftsgate rose may  be coming into bloom; an 
amazing sight. 
Later we move on to Stratford-upon-Avon. Originally  a  market town for  the rich Forest of Arden and 
a stage coach stop between Birmingham and Oxford, Stratford would have remained otherwise 
unremarkable had William Shakespeare not become the greatest writer  ever to use the English 
language.  It  is now an attractive and well-presented tourist town which of course features theatre and 
Shakespeare memorabilia. You may be interested to see The Shalespeare Garden.   B D
 
Day 9 : Wednesday, June 24
To Somerset     3 nights
Lower Slaughter / Bibury / Stourhead Garden
Our first stop this morning will be the village of Lower Slaughter. The tree-shaded main street runs 
beside the River  Eye as it babbles through  this enchanting village. We’ll walk past  16th and 17th 
century  cottages of rich  honey-coloured stone, along the enchanting riverside walk to the picturesque 
old corn-mill, which is now a shop, bakery and tea room.  
Later, we will walk in the equally-delightful village of Bibury, referred to as the most  beautiful in 
England by  William  Morris,  the 19th  century  artist,  poet, printer, philosopher, designer, craftsman 
and reformer.  Here we will walk along the slow-moving River Coln past charming cottage gardens.
This afternoon, experience the visionary  design of the famous garden of Stourhead. The splendid 
landscape garden was designed by  Henry  Hoare II and laid out  between 1741  and 1780. He is said to 
have been inspired by  the great landscape painters of the 17th  century.  Henry  may  never have realised 
how well he succeeded, but Stourhead is probably  the greatest surviving garden of the genre of 
“landscape gardening” - ‘the creation of an artificially-improved version of nature’.    B D

Day 10 : Thursday, June 25
Dorset Day
Maiden Castle / Mapperton / Forde Abbey
Our first visit today  is to Maiden Castle,  one of England’s finest prehistoric sites. The largest iron Age 
hill fort in Europe, it covers an area of 47 acres. 
Mapperton Gardens is an  award-winning valley  garden deep into a lost  Dorset  combe among 
tumbling hills and unspoiled countryside. The gardens descend from  the croquet lawn, through the 
formal topiary  down to the wild garden. The manor house with its church, stable block, coach house, 
dovecote and courtyard is a glorious harmony  of golden sandstone and stands on level ground 
looking across the descending terraced gardens. 
Another  treat today  is a  visit  to the Christie’s Garden of the Year award-winning garden at Forde 
Abbey  in its setting and atmosphere ‘of timeless elegance’. A treasure in an area  already  known for its 
outstanding beauty.   B D

Day 11 : Friday, June 26
Somerset Day
East Lambrook Manor / Montacute House / Hestercombe Manor
After a visit to Marjory  Fish’s delightful garden, East Lambrook Manor, known as ‘the home of 
English cottage gardening’, we stop at the charming village of Montacute to wander in amazing 
Montacute House, which displays the National Portrait Gallery, and in its grand Elizabethan garden. 
We then travel through North Somerset to visit the fascinating garden at Hestercombe Manor. This is 
the best  remaining of the seventy  gardens designed and constructed by  Gertrude Jekyll and Sir Edwin 
Lutyens in partnership.  It has been well-restored and is splendidly  maintained by  the Somerset 
County Council.    B D



Day 12 : Saturday, June 27
To Meudon, Cornwall      4 nights
Polperro / The Eden Project / Charlestown
This morning we travel to Cornwall’s picturesque south  coast, known as the “Riviera Coast”, and 
through  some charming seaside villages. We will  walk for  a while in delightful Polperro before taking 
a ferry across the mouth of the River Fowey to visit the amazing Eden Project.
Here, a  series of futuristic biomes, each  with a carefully  controlled atmosphere,  display  the plants and 
habitats of the world’s temperate and tropical regions. 
On to the quaint quayside at Charlestown, scarcely  changed since it  was built between 1793 and 1801 
to facilitate the transport of copper from nearby  mines. Its main function became the export of china 
clay from the region’s quarries and, to a limited extent, still serves that purpose today.   B D
 
Day 13 : Sunday, June 28
Meudon Day 
A day  of leisure,  soaking up the atmosphere of this lovely  garden, set  in a  timeless subtropical valley 
leading to its own private beach.  Sheltered and warmed by  the Gulf Stream, the gardens were laid out 
in  about 1800 using  specimens from the first Royal Horticultural Society’s expeditions up the Yangtze 
River  and in  the Himalayas. They  are widely  acknowledged as one of the finest examples of a Cornish 
“hanging garden”.
You may  wish to walk to the nearby  garden of Glendurgan and wander down through its woodland 
valley to the Helford River.    B D
 
Day 14 :  Monday, June 29
St Ives Day
A day  to relax in  or  to explore St Ives. The town once had an important pilchard fishery,  and the old 
fish  cellars and a  complexity  of stone cottages and cobbled lanes and alleys can still be seen in the 
fishing quarter. There was also a busy  mining community  here. The quality  of light  found here has 
long attracted artists,  and there are galleries and exhibitions, including the Tate Gallery  St  Ives and 
the Barbara Hepworth museum.  B D

Day 15 : Tuesday, June 30
The Far West  
Chysauster Ancient Village / St Michael’s Mount / Trebah
We will  explore the prehistoric site of Chysauster Ancient Village, which was occupied from 
prehistoric times until about 300 BC.
This afternoon, we cross the causeway  to the maritime garden on St Michael’s Mount where,  in the 
18th century, terraces of subtropical species were created just above the sea.
Returning to Mawnan Smith, we visit the 25 acre Trebah Garden,  which was recorded in the 
Domesday  Book, but  developed in the 1840’s by  Charles Fox, whose father  created Glendurgan 
garden and whose great-uncle created our garden at  Meudon. It  is a dramatic and uniquely  beautiful 
garden in an amphitheatre of large trees at  the head of a  200' ravine, and featuring a wonderful 3  acre 
hydrangea collection.     B D



Day 16 : Wednesday, July 1
To Dartmoor     2 nights
The Lost Gardens Of Heligan /  The Garden House
First to Heligan Manor Garden, better  known as The Lost Gardens of Heligan, created over 300 years 
by  the Tremayne family, famous gardeners and plant collectors. It had been asleep since 1914, and 
reclamation began in  1991.  This is one of the largest ongoing restorations in Europe, giving  us ‘a 
window onto the working life of an extraordinary garden’.
A final visit today  will be to one of the most breathtaking gardens, The Garden House, which is fast 
becoming one of my favourites.    B D

 
Day 17 : Thursday, July 2
Dartmoor Circle
Merrivale / Cotehele / Castle Drogo / Postbridge
This morning, on The Moors, we walk amongst the remains of an important Bronze Age settlement 
and sacred complex.
On the edge of the Duchy  of Cornwall we visit Cotehele, where the Edgcumbe family  lived from  the 
1300’s. We view their armour, tapestries and original furniture, and wander  the woodland walks 
through the exotic valley garden which runs down to the Tamar River. 
High on Dartmoor we visit Castle Drogo, the last castle to be built in  England, and one of the most 
remarkable works of Sir Edwin Lutyens.  This has the National Trust’s highest garden, inspired by 
Gertrude Jekyll, surrounded by old woodlands. 
Later, we will stop at the ancient clapper  bridge, which is an ancient packhorse bridge built of huge 
granite slabs supported by stone piers.     B D

Day 18 : Friday, July 3
To Salisbury     3 nights
Killerton / Tintinhull / Wilton House
First to the Devon hillside house and garden of Killerton, created in the 1770’s by  John Veitch, who 
was one of the greatest nurserymen and landscape designers of his day. The garden was later further 
developed by  William Robinson, the Irishman who became known as “the father  of the English flower 
garden”. It now has a  unique and extensive tree and shrub collection. The house displays furniture of 
its era (you may even play the piano!) and a changing Fashion Exhibition.
On to the charming small garden of Tintinhull, formally  in the care of Penelope Hobhouse. This is a 
tranquil oasis of small pools,  secluded lawns and beautiful borders, and a  particularly  fine kitchen 
garden.
Later, we will visit the glorious estate of Wilton House and Gardens. the grand Palladian house has 
long been renowned for its gardens. The house and gardens have been open to the public since 1951. 
The estate is often described as England's most beautiful country house.   B D

Day 19 : Saturday, July 4
New Forest Day
Beaulieu House, Garden, Abbey, Motor Museum / Furzey Gardens
We drive through the ancient landscape of New  Forest, unchanged since 1079 when William  the 
Conqueror named it his ‘new hunting forest’. We will be hoping of course to see some of the ponies. 
In the heart of the New  Forest we come to Beaulieu House and Garden, home of the historic Beaulieu 
Abbey, Beaulieu House Gardens and the National Motor Museum  which includes the world of Top 
Gear and the James Bond Exhibition - there’s such a lot to see, so we’ll stay for a while.



Also in the heart of the New Forest, we visit  Furzey, which has a sixteenth  century  Cob cottage, a 
thatched craft  and art gallery  and a beautiful ninety  year  old woodland garden, with an extensive 
collection of rare and beautiful plants. Secret paths lead to quiet scented glades,  while viewing  areas 
provide outlooks over the New  Forest to the Isle of Wight. This is a lovely  place to spend the 
afternoon.     B D

Day 20 : Sunday, July 5
Salisbury Day
You may  choose to walk or  shop in the lovely  town,  or  visit  the beautiful Cathedral, with the highest 
spire in  England. In 2008, Salisbury  Cathedral celebrated the 750th anniversary  of its dedication in 
1258.    B
 
Day 21 : Monday, July 6
To East Sussex   3 nights
Old Sarum / Mottisfont Abbey / Denmans
First we visit  the historic site of the ruins of Old Sarum, which displays evidence of 5000 years of 
occupation, and where we view the original position of the city of Salisbury. 
Then to Mottisfont Abbey, a former priory  set in glorious landscaped grounds. The walled gardens are 
home to the National Collection of Old-Fashioned Roses. In the historic house, an unusual drawing 
room was decorated by Rex Whistler.
We travel to Denmans Garden, only  four acres in size, but with a layout of small delightful areas,  with 
emphasis on foliage form and texture as well as flower  colour. A  garden quite unlike any  other in 
Britain, and full of ideas to take home to smaller gardens.    B D
 
Day 22 : Tuesday, July 7
The Pilgrimage
Sissinghurst Castle Gardens / Great Dixter 
Today  we visit two of the world’s most celebrated gardens. We travel first to Sissinghurst  Castle 
Gardens,  the world-renowned creation of Sir  Harold Nicolson & Vita Sackville-West, who said of it, 
‘profusion, even extravagance and exuberance’. 
Then on to Great Dixter, the fascinating garden of late master gardener Christopher Lloyd, who 
completed and enhanced for decades the garden which was mostly  designed by  Edwin Lutyens and 
begun by Christopher’s father. This is a day of pilgrimage for gardeners!    B D

Day 23 : Wednesday, July 8
Around Wych Cross
Nymans Garden / Borde Hill Garden
A delightful visit this morning to imaginative and spectacular  Nymans, ‘one of the greatest of the 
Sussex Weald gardens’ with a collection of ‘rare, important and beautiful plants’. 
Nymans is the achievement of three generations of the Messel family  over a period of over a  hundred 
years. The present house and garden reflects most strongly  the influence of Leonard Messel and his 
wife Maud who inherited in 1915 and had three children. One of these was Oliver, who was one of the 
most creative theatre designers of his day, and uncle of Lord Snowdon. Nymans was one of the first 
gardens to come to the National Trust when it was bequeathed into its care in 1953.
The garden covers approximately  30 acres set on the side of a  valley  at  500 feet and although partly 
sheltered by  the woods of the Sussex Weald, suffered much damage during the Great  Storm  of 
October  1987, loosing 486 mature trees and many  of the shrubs.  The restoration of the garden 
continues within the overall plan laid out by Ludwig Messel.



This afternoon we will visit Borde Hill Garden, Park and Woodland. This is a stunningly  beautiful and 
botanically  rich heritage garden set  within 300 acres of traditional parkland. The 17  acre formal 
garden flows into a series of linked ‘garden rooms’, each with its own distinctive character.
Listed as Grade II  importance by English Heritage on its register of Parks and Gardens, Borde Hill 
contains the best private collection of champion trees in Britain and one of the most comprehensive 
collections of trees and shrubs in the world.   B D

Day 24 : Thursday, July 9
The End!
Wisley / Savill Garden
We will visit the flagship garden of the RHS, Wisley. Gifted to the Society  in 1903, only  a small part of 
the original estate was cultivated as a  garden, the remainder being wooded farmland. Over time,  the 
face of Wisley  has changed, so it  is now world-class garden in its own right, and captures the 
imagination with richly planted borders, luscious rose gardens and state-of-the-art new Glasshouses. 
Our final visit is to the 35 acre Savill Garden, in Windsor Great  Park, one of Britain’s greatest and 
best-loved recreation areas ornamental contemporary  and classically  designed gardens and exotic 
woodland.
The Savill Garden is a place of constant  discovery, and of hidden, interlocking gardens, containing 
distinctive planting groups including areas such as Spring Wood, The Summer Wood, The Hidden 
Gardens,  The Summer Gardens, The Glades,  Autumn Wood, The Azalea Walks and The New Zealand 
Garden. The Savill Garden mixes native and exotic species and has bred many  important garden 
hybrids. Each ‘garden within a  garden’ has its own attractions, and the gardens are ever-changing 
with every season bringing new colour and interest.
The striking new Rose Garden,  designed by  Andrew Wilson, is now open.  28 different  cultivars have 
been brought together to provide a  stunning  display. The Rose Garden can be viewed from  an 
elevated walkway. A wonderful way to finish!
We now transfer  to Heathrow Airport to begin our onward journeys.  If you prefer, you  can be 
transferred to Windsor or to central London.   B

Optional Extra Day : Friday, July 10
Hampton Court Palace
Today, those who choose to take this option will travel to Hampton Court Palace Flower Show.
The buildings and grounds of Hampton Court  Palace are the magnificent setting  and a fantastic 
backdrop for the world's largest flower show. 
The cost of this additional day  will include one extra night accommodation and breakfast, transport 
to Hampton Court plus entry to the show.  B 


