
Tour Itinerary

Day 1 : Monday, July 27
To Bath     4 nights
Lacock / Bradford-on-Avon 
We will transfer  from  Heathrow Airport, or  from  our  pre-tour hotel in Winsdor, to our special hotel in 
Bath, along the way  wandering in the delightful ancient National Trust owned village of Lacock, and 
the lovely  historic town of Bradford-on-Avon and.  Relax  and recuperate until 5.30, when we will 
gather to meet your escort and fellow passengers.   D
 
Day 2 : Tuesday, July 28
Stourhead Day
Cheddar Gorge / Westbury White Horse / Stourhead Garden
Drive through  the ancient landscape of Cheddar Gorge, home of our Stone Age ancestors, and drive 
through  the chalk downlands to see the enormous Westbury  White Horse, carved into the chalk 
hillside.
Then, experience at your  leisure the visionary  design of the world-famous garden of Stourhead. The 
splendid landscape garden was designed by  Henry  Hoare II and laid out between 1741  and 1780.   B 
D
 
Day 3 : Wednesday, July 29
A Day in Bath
Roman Baths / Narrowboat Cruise, Floating Restaurant
There will be time today to explore the elegant crescents and Georgian buildings of the city of Bath; 
and such places as the beautiful Abbey, the Roman Baths, the Royal Crescent, the shops!
This evening we will have a dinner cruise on the Kennet & Avon Canal.   B D

Day 4 : Thursday, July 30
Dorset Day
Dorchester / Maiden Castle / Abbotsbury Swannery
Our first visit today  is to the historic market town of Dorchester. On to Maiden Castle, one of 
England’s finest prehistoric sites. It is the largest  Iron Age hill fort in Europe and covers an area of 47 
acres.
Later, we will visit  Abbotsbury, a unique village steeped in history, and its swannery, for over 600 
years the protected nesting site of nesting  mute swans. Finally  the beautiful mediæval market town of 
Sherborne.   B D

Day  5 :     Friday, July 31
Somerset Day, to Winsford      4 nights
Montacute House / Hestercombe Manor
After a relaxed start we will make our way  towards Winsford. Along the way, we will wander  in 
amazing Montacute House, which displays the National Portrait Gallery, and in its grand Elizabethan 
garden.
On then to our delightful hotel, the 13th thatched Royal Oak in Winsford.    B D



Day  6 : Saturday, August 1
The North Devon Coast
Tarr Steps / Watersmeet House / Lynmouth / Funicular to Lynton / Valley of the Rocks
First we will walk on the ancient Tarr Steps, then a lovely  drive brings us to pretty  Watersmeet House, 
sited in a picturesque valley  at  the confluence of the East Lyn River and Hoar Oak Water. The old 
fishing lodge, built in  1832  and run as a  tea  garden since 1901, is owned by  the National Trust.  We 
will walk along the sparkling East Lyn River  from Watersmeet down to Lynmouth, and explore the 
lovely  village.  A funicular  carries us up to Lynton, from  where we drive to scenic Valley  of The Rocks.    
B D 

 
Day  7 : Sunday, August 2
Winsford Day
Day of Leisure in the village of Winsford 
A day  of leisure to relax or to explore Winsford. This ancient moorland village lays good claim to 
being Exmoor’s prettiest  village. It is watered by  a  confluence of streams and rivers, giving  it a ford 
and no fewer  than seven (or is it eight?!) bridges spanning both the River  Exe and the Winn brook.     
B 

Day  8 : Monday, August 3
Villages of Lorna Doone Country 
Brendan / Malmsmead / Oare / Porlock / Dunster
There is a part of Exmoor  which will forever be known as Lorna Doone Country.  We will wander in 
the picturesque villages of Brendan, Malmsmead, Oare and the church where Lorna was shot. On to 
Porlock Weir, one of the loveliest coastal villages in the area, and Porlock,  where we will walk for a 
while. 
Back up into the moors we will stop at Allerford and to look at the pack horse bridge. 
Now we go to the village of Dunster, dominated by the battlements of Dunster Castle. It is a nearly 
perfect example of a mediæval village that has survived almost unaltered. We will lunch here, and 
visit the castle. 
Weather permitting, we will complete the day with a walk to Dunkery Beacon, the highest point on 
Exmoor, with great views into Wales.   B D
 
Day  9 : Tuesday, August 4
To Meudon         5 nights
Jamaica Inn / Charlestown / The Lost Gardens of Heligan
Our first  stop this morning will be at the Jamaica Inn in  the heart of wild and remote Bodmin Moor, 
immortalized by Daphne du Maurier.
On to the quaint quayside at Charlestown, scarcely  changed since it  was built between 1793 and 1801 
to facilitate the transport of copper from nearby  mines. Its main function became the export of china 
clay.
Next we go to Heligan Manor Garden, better known as The Lost Gardens of Heligan, created over 300 
years by  the Tremaynes, famous gardeners and plant  collectors. It had been asleep since 1914, and 
reclamation began in 1991. This is one of the largest ongoing restorations in Europe.    B D 

 



Day 10 : Wednesday, August 5
The Far West
Chysauster Ancient Village / Penzance / St  Michael’s Mount  / Lizard Peninsula / 
Mullion Cove
We will  explore the prehistoric site of Chysauster Ancient Village, which was occupied from 
prehistoric times until about 300 BC. 
This afternoon, after having a look at Penzance,  we cross the causeway  to the maritime garden on St 
Michael’s Mount where,  in the 18th century, terraces of subtropical species were created just above 
the sea.
Later, we will drive along The Lizard Peninsula and pause for a while in Mullion Cove.   B D

Day 11 : Thursday, August 6
Paradise Gardens
St Just in Roseland / Trelissick / Trebah
First to picturesque Church of St  Just  in  Roseland, standing next to a tidal creek with its gravestones 
tumbling down to the water’s edge. The church is surrounded with palms and subtropical shrubbery.
Then we will cross the River  Fal on the chain-driven King Harry  Ferry  to visit Trelissick, originally 
known as ‘the fruit garden of Cornwall’,  now  exhibiting a wide variety  of interesting plant collections, 
including the National Collections of Photinias and Azaras.
We visit the 25 acre Trebah Garden, which was recorded in the Domesday  Book, but developed in the 
1840’s by  Charles Fox, whose father  created Glendurgan garden and whose great-uncle created our 
garden at Meudon. It is a dramatic beautiful garden in an amphitheatre of large trees at the head of a 
200' ravine, and featuring a wonderful 3 acre hydrangea collection.    B D
 
Day 12 : Friday, August 7
St Ives
A day  to explore St Ives. The town once had an important pilchard fishery, and the old fish cellars and 
a complexity  of stone cottages and cobbled lanes and alleys can still be seen in the fishing quarter. 
There was also a busy  mining community  here. The quality  of light found here has long attracted 
artists, and there are galleries and exhibitions, including the Tate Gallery  St Ives and the Barbara 
Hepworth museum.     B D
 
Day 13 : Saturday, August 8
Meudon and Around
Meudon Garden / Glendurgan Garden (if you wish) 
We spend today  in the very  special garden at Meudon, set in a timeless subtropical valley  leading to 
its own private beach. The gardens were laid out in about  1800 using specimens from the first Royal 
Horticultural Society’s expeditions up the Yangtze River and in the Himalayas.
You may  choose to visit the nearby  garden of Glendurgan and wander down through  its woodland 
valley to the Helford River.
We will indulge in special Cornish Afternoon Tea at Meudon,  in the garden if weather permits, or in 
the conservatory overlooking the garden.     B AT D
 



Day 14 : Sunday, August 9
To Dartmoor       2 nights
Polperro / The Garden House / Princetown
We take a ferry  across the mouth of the River  Fowey  to wander  for a while in delightful Polperro,  one 
of Cornwall’s charming seaside villages.
This afternoon,  we have a  delightful final visit today  will be to one of the most breathtaking gardens, 
The Garden House.
We reach our accommodation via  Princetown, highest town on Dartmoor, at 1,430ft.  It is dominated 
of course by  the prison and housing for its officers. Built in  1806 for French prisoners-of-war in the 
Napoleonic Wars. Later Americans were held here too. Became disused, then  later used for British 
convicts and has been occupied ever since.     B D
 
Day 15 : Monday, August 10
Western Dartmoor
Merrivale / Tavistock / Cotehele / Wistman’s Wood
This morning we will walk amongst the remains of an important Bronze Age settlement and sacred 
complex,  with hut circles, stone avenues,  a  barrow, a cyst  and standing stones, dating from  between 
2,500BC and 750BC.
We will then spend time in  the nearby  market town of Tavistock, an  ancient stannary  (tin-assaying 
and tin-marketing) town, which lies on the south-west edge of Dartmoor National Park. The name 
“Tavistock”  derives from “Tavy”, the River on which the town lies, and “stock" indicating  that  the 
town became a prominent agricultural market for the area, after  its progressive development around 
a Benedictine Abbey.
On the edge of the Duchy  of Cornwall we visit Cotehele, where the Edgcumbe family  lived from  the 
1300’s, although the granite and slate stone house we see today  was built about 1485.  Intimate 
chambers feature large Tudor fireplaces, rich hangings and original furniture. The hall has a notable 
timber  ceiling, and armour  and weaponry  on the walls. In  front  of the house are beautiful terrace 
gardens and woodland walks wander  through the exotic valley  garden which runs down to the Tamar 
River. 
Later, you may  choose to walk to nearby  Wistman’s Wood, Devon’s oldest woodland of ancient 
twisted moss covered oaks.     B D

Day 16 : Tuesday, August 11
To Salisbury      3 nights
Postbridge / Killerton
We will stop first  at the famous clapper  bridge, which is an ancient packhorse bridge built of huge 
granite slabs supported by stone piers.
Then to the Devon hillside house and garden of Killerton, created in  the 1770’s by  John Veitch, who 
was one of the greatest nurserymen and landscape designers of his day. The garden was later further 
developed by  William Robinson, the Irishman who became known as “the father  of the English flower 
garden”. It  now has a  unique and extensive tree and shrub collection. The house displays the splendid 
Paulise de Bush costume exhibition, with over 9,000 outfits.      B D
 



Day 17 : Wednesday, August 12
The Salisbury Plain
Old Sarum / Stonehenge / Wilton House
First we visit  the historic site of the ruins of Old Sarum, which displays evidence of 5000 years of 
occupation, and where we view the original position of the castle, cathedral and city of Salisbury. 
On to visit  Stonehenge, that great megalithic monument which was constructed in Neolithic times of 
3000-1000 BC, reputedly  as an astronomy  observatory  and temple.  The circle was aligned with the 
midsummer sunrise, the midwinter  sunset, and the most southerly  rising and northerly  setting of the 
moon.
We visit the splendid house and garden, Wilton House. Wilton has been the country  seat of the Earls 
of Pembroke for 460 years, presented by  King Henry  VIII to William  Herbert, 1st Earl of Pembroke, 
in 1544.    B D

Day 18 : Thursday, August 13  
New Forest Day
Beaulieu Abbey, House, Garden, Motor Museum / Furzey Garden
We drive through the lovely  New  Forest, which is the UK’s newest National Park, hoping, of course,  to 
see some of the ponies. 
In the heart of the New  Forest we come to Beaulieu House and Garden, home of the historic Beaulieu 
Abbey, and the National Motor  Museum which includes the world of Top Gear and the James Bond 
Exhibition - there’s such a lot to see, so we’ll stay for a while.
Also in the heart of the New Forest, we visit  Furzey, which has a sixteenth  century  Cob cottage, a 
thatched craft  and art gallery  and a beautiful ninety  year  old woodland garden, with an extensive 
collection of rare and beautiful plants. Secret paths lead to quiet scented glades,  while viewing  areas 
provide outlooks over the New  Forest to the Isle of Wight. This is a lovely  place to spend the 
afternoon.    B D
 
Day 19 : Friday, August 14
The End!
Marlborough / Burford / Savill Garden
This morning we will drive through the Enford villages on the banks of the headwaters of the Rive 
Avon.
We then spend some time in  Marlborough, in  the north east corner of Wiltshire. This is the 
archetypical English market town – a  place where coins were minted in  Norman times, Tudor kings 
hunted for deer  and,  being on the old main road from London to Bath,  it is where coaches heading 
west from London stopped to feed and water their  horses.  It  is reputed to have one of the widest high 
streets in Britain.
Moving on, we will wander  and lunch in Burford. This beautiful town on the river  Windrush was the 
site of a  fortified ford in Anglo-Saxon times. The town grew to be an important crossroads and very 
wealthy wool town and is today very popular with visitors.
Time (and energy) permitting, our  final visit  of the tour is The Savill Garden in Windsor  Great  Park, 
one of the finest woodland gardens anywhere. In addition to its exceptional variety  of trees, there is a 
fine range of rhododendrons, camellias, magnolias and unusual shrubs, many  of which may  be in 
bloom now. A wonderful way to finish!
We now transfer  to Heathrow Airport to begin our onward journeys.  If you prefer, you  can be 
transferred to central London.    B


