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Renaissance and Baroque Italian gardens are 
extravagant exercises in philosophy, mythology, 

allegory, mathematics and glorious theatre. Put them 
alongside Italy’s gorgeous cities, art and gelato, add 
the unique camaraderie of a Ross tour, and you have 

an unforgettable experience.

TOUR LEADER 
MICHAEL MCCOY

Michael is a botanist, garden 
designer and garden writer who 
gardens at Mount Macedon in 
Victoria. His vast knowledge and 
unflagging enthusiasm make 
him a popular leader with Ross 
Tours.

+   Marvel at the power of water and the 
thundering sound of the enormous Neptune 
Fountain at Villa D’este

+   Arrive by jet boat to the theatrical garden at 
Isola Bella which floats on Lake Maggiore, 
surrounded by snow-capped mountains

+   Run your hands through the limpid pools at the 
romantic ruins of Giardina Ninfa

+   Get to know Rome, Florence, Venice, Verona 
and the Italian Lakes

+   Enjoy a relaxing holiday with four night stays 
and plenty of free time

+  Travel in a small group and make new friends

+  Relax – we’ll take care of everything!

For a detailed itinerary, please visit :
www.rosstours.com

Let us take you to the most  
beautiful places in the world.

HIGHLIGHTS

From Giandina Ninfa - the most 
romantic garden in the world - to Isola 
Bella - one of the most extraordinary, 
this tour of Italian gardens will delight 
and captivate you.  We’ll get to know 
how Italy ticks, the food, the sights, 
sounds, cities and towns, we’ll wander 
from brilliant sunshine, sparkling with 
water thrown by ancient fountains, to 
pools of deep shade. Join us as we 
explore gardens of astonishing vision 
and others of delightful sensitivity - the 
absolute best of what Italy has to offer.

Graham Ross, founder of Ross Garden Tours

GARDENS OF

ITALY

18 SEPTEMBER - 7 OCTOBER 2015

TO BOOK PLEASE CONTACT ROYCE OR ROSLYN

            

Visit our website www.rosstours.com

travel@rosstours.com1300 233 200



ITINERARY TOUR DETAILS

+ OUR TOUR INCLUDES

°   Return group economy airfare with Emirates Sydney / Rome 

and Milan / London / Sydney

°  Deluxe accommodation in 4-star hotels with full breakfast daily

°  1 lunch and 5 dinners

°  Air-conditioned coach throughout the tour

°  Guided tours of Rome, Florence, Lucca and Venice

°   Entrance fees to all gardens and sightseeing including Vatican 

Gardens & Museum, Ninfa, Villa d’Este, Villa Lante, Villa Massei, 

Pitti Palace, Boboli Gardens, Villa Gamberai, Giusti Gardens, 

Villa Melzi, Villa Carlotta, Villa Cicogna, Isola Madre, Isola Bella

+ OUR TOUR COSTS

Twin Share per person , land only         $11,995

Twin Share per person, including air   $14,595

Single Supplement   $2,495

+ DISCOUNTS

Early Bird $350 (pay in full before 15 May 2015)

Previous Traveller $100

Garden Clinic Member $50

DAY 1  FRI 18 SEP
SYDNEY TO ROME

Meet your Ross Tour Leader at 
Sydney airport for your flight to Rome.

DAY 2  SAT 19 SEP
ROME

Our home for the next 4 nights is 
the charming Hotel Ponte Sisto, 
handily located across the river from 
Trastevere. Welcome dinner in a 
local restaurant.

DAY 3  SUN 20 SEP
TIVOLI

Villa D’Este is the quintessential 
garden of the Italian renaissance. 
The use of water, all gravity fed, is 
thrilling. Free time this afternoon.

DAY 4  MON 21 SEP
NINFA

Ninfa is often called the most 
romantic of all gardens. Decide for 
yourself when we visit this morning. 
Lunch in the hill town of Norma.

DAY 5  TUE 22 SEP
ROME

Follow in the footsteps of the Popes 
this morning as we stroll through 
the private papal gardens of the 
Vatican. After our visit to St Peters 
Basilica, the afternoon is free.

DAY 6  WED 23 SEP
ROME - FLORENCE

Villa Lante at Bagnaio is a 

Renaissance masterpiece. Enjoy its 
serenity before heading to Florence. 
Stay just a stone’s throw from the 
Duomo. Unpack for 4 nights at the 
Hotel Cerretani, Florence.

DAY 7  THU 24 SEP
LUCCA

Lucca is a beautiful walled city. Our 
walking tour will reveal it perfectly 
preserved. Villa Torrigiana is one of 
a chain of historic gardens studding 
the hills around Lucca.

DAY 8  FRI 25 SEP
FLORENCE

Our morning starts with a treat with 
tea in a private villa in the heart of 
Florence. You will love this home 
and its garden. Later today you 
might choose to visit the famous 
leather markets or to spend time at 
the Uffitzi Gallery.

DAY 9  SAT 26 SEP
FLORENCE

The Boboli Gardens behind the 
Palazzo Pitti retain their renaissance 
and Baroque style. The garden is 
built into the slope of the Arno Valley 
and commands wonderful views 
over the city. The afternoon is free.

DAY 10  SUN 27 SEP
FLORENCE - VENICE
One more national treasure before 
we leave Florence - Villa Gamberaia. 
Only one thing could drag us away 

All prices in Australian Dollars. All air taxes as at 1st November 2014. Price based on minimum 
15 passengers. Departure ex Sydney/Melbourne/Brisbane. Price from other Australian ports and 
New Zealand available on application. Group meals do not include beverages. Please refer to Ross 
Garden Tours standard terms & conditions. Ask us about other sightseeing and travel arrangements 
including pre and post tour accommodation, transfers, stopovers and other tours.

from its loveliness – the lure of 
Venice! Our hotel, Hotel Monaco 
and Grand Canal is located in the 
heart of this romantic city.

DAY 11  MON 28 SEP
VENICE

A walking tour this morning will 
introduce us to the rich architectural 
and artistic heritage of Venice. The 
afternoon is free; take a gondola ride 
or visit some of the restored palaces.

DAY 12  TUE 29 SEP
VENICE - SIRMIONE

Free morning in Venice then travel 
to Padua to visit the oldest botanic 
garden in the world. On to Lake 
Garda and the beautiful lakeside 
town of Sirmione that charmed the 
Romans. Check in to the prestigious 
Hotel Cortina Palace.

DAY 13  WED 30 SEP
SIRMIONE

Cruise on Lake Garda this morning. 
Afternoon free. 

DAY 14  THU 1 OCT
STRESA

Verona is our morning stop to see 
the famous Arena, peep in at Juliet’s 
Balcony and wander through the 
classic Giardino Giusti. After lunch 
travel to the Lake District and the 
pretty lakeside town of Stresa on 
Lake Maggiore. Our hotel for the 
next 4 nights is the Regina Palace, a 

grand hotel on the lakefront.

DAY 15  FRI 2 OCT
LAKE MAGGIORE

Wake this morning to a veil of mist 
over Lake Maggiore. Floating on 
the water is Isola Bella. Explore 
its flower-filled terraces then 
ferry across to Isola Madre where 
peacocks run.

DAY 16  SAT 3 OCT
LAKE COMO

Hop aboard our private boat for a 
tour of Lake Como where beautiful 
villas line the shore. Visit Bellagio, 
one of the prettiest towns in Italy 
– then take a closer look at two 
magnificent villa gardens, Villa Melzi 
and Villa Carlotta. 

DAY 17  SUN 4 OCT
STRESA

Our treat today is Villa Cicogna in 
Lombardy with restored interiors, 
terraced gardens and a spectacular 
water staircase. Enjoy a farewell 
dinner in our hotel tonight.

DAY 18  MON 5 OCT
STRESA - HOME

Free morning in Stresa then 
afternoon departure to Milan airport.

DAY 19  TUE 6 OCT
INFLIGHT

DAY 20  WED 7 OCT
ARRIVE HOME


