
Dear Friend, 

Thank you for your interest in our upcoming garden tour. I’m 
looking forward to being your host and sharing with you my 
love of gardens and design this tour season. I’ll be your point 
of contact leading up to the trip and throughout the tour. 

This document includes an itinerary and a print-friendly 
reservation form. I’ve made every effort to address potential 
questions and provide details about the tour gardens on 
the website. However, I fully expect and welcome additional 
questions by phone or email.

Summer won’t be here soon enough for me. I can’t wait to 
inspire you with outstanding garden design and give you an 
unforgettable travel experience with CarexTours! 

 Warm regards, 

 Carolyn Mullet
 camullet@gmail.com
 240 429 0889
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A Designer’s Tour of 
Contemporary English Gardens
Aug 11 - 19, 2015

TOUR AT A GLANCE

COORDINATED BY

HOSTED BY

gardentourseurope.com/

PRICE
$3,265 per person, double occupancy
 +$600, single occupancy

DATES
August 11 - 19, 2015

INCLUDED
• 8 Nights, 4 star accomodations
 • Comfortable coach transport 
• Admission to all gardens 
• All breakfasts and dinners
 • Tips & gratuities

Carex: Garden Design by Carolyn Mullet 
camullet@gmail.com • 240 429 0889
facebook.com/gdbycm



ITINERARY 
For additional tour information including links to garden destinations 

and hotels, please visit the CarexTours website.

 Day 1, August 11, Tuesday – ARRIVE IN THE UK
• Tour participants will independently arrange travel to London 
Heathrow Airport and have time to get settled before our garden 
tours start the next day.

 Day 2, August 12, Wednesday – BURY COURT, 
 WALTHAM PLACE 
• We’ll begin our tours at Bury Court which has two recently 
designed gardens. The first is a transformed farmyard filled to the 
brim with a wide variety of herbaceous perennials and grasses. 
Dutch designer Piet Oudolf completed this space in the late 
1990s. As the first garden Oudolf made in England, it holds a 
special place in garden design and naturalistic planting in England 
today. The other area we’ll see is in the front. Here, UK designer 
Christopher Bradley-Hole designed a grid of 20 squares and filled 
them with tall, textural grass plantings. We’ll have time to pause at 
the dining pavilion that overlooks a dark reflecting pool and enjoy 
this quiet, minimalist garden.

• Our visit to Waltham Place will continue our exploration of 
naturalistic plantings by introducing us to the work of the late 
Dutch designer Henk Gerritsen. Along with Piet Oudolf, Gerritsen 
is credited as a founder of the New Perennials movement. At 
Waltham Place, he transformed a square walled garden that dates 
back to the 17th century by using plantings that seem wild and 
unplanned. A cloud pruned caterpillar hedge snakes through the 
space, a playful contrast to the looseness of the perennials. We’ll 
see other gardens here and have time to consider the contribution 
of Gerritsen to modern planting design.

 Day 3, August 13, Thursday – DENMANS, 

 HANNAH PESCHAR, SUSSEX PRAIRIE
• At Denmans Garden, we’ll step into the personal garden of world 
famous UK garden designer, author, and educator John Brookes. 
Here Brookes has created intimate spaces within a fluid structure, 
explored easy care maintenance, chosen textural plants with 
strong form, and demonstrated how to make a garden with year 
round interest. Brookes recently said, “Today, at the beginning of 
the 21st century, we are increasingly adopting a stance that we are 
not superior to nature and forcing a plan upon it, but that we are 
part of it and are becoming more and more sensitive to it.” Wise 
words to ponder. 2

Daily transportation will be provided 
by a modern, comfortable coach 
operated by an experienced driver. 
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• A visit to the Hannah Peschar Sculpture Garden highlights 
carefully curated contemporary sculpture sited in a garden by UK 
landscape designer Anthony Paul. Explore this video tour to get a 
preview of this delightful, lush woodland garden that fuses art and 
nature. 

• Sussex Prairie Garden was fashioned out of a farm field in 2008 
by the owners, garden designers Paul & Pauline McBride. The 
6-acre nautilus-shaped garden is surrounded by oaks and planted 
in vibrant drifts of herbaceous perennials and architectural grasses. 
The McBride’s commitment to this naturalistic planting style puts 
this garden squarely in the New Perennial movement. A stop at 
the Tea Room for tea and cakes will give us time to consider this 
romantic & colorful garden.

 Day 4, August 14, Friday – FOLLERS MANOR, 
 GREAT DIXTER
• Our day starts at wildlife friendly Follers Manor, UK designer 
Ian Kitson’s award winning garden. Using a boldly curvaceous 
plan, Kitson began the garden from scratch in 2008 by carving into 
a slope overlooking the beautiful Sussex countryside. The garden 
features sunken areas with flint retaining walls, flowing limestone 
paths with crazy paving, a wildlife pond with a deck walk, and 
colorful herbaceous plantings. The result is contemporary and 
spectacular.

• Next we’ll visit Great Dixter, the home garden of the late 
renowned author and plantsman Christopher Lloyd. Although 
the structure of this garden is early 20th century, the spirit of 
the plantings is most certainly contemporary. Head gardener 
Fergus Garrett is carrying forward what Lloyd started. Great 
Dixter is a visionary, exuberant, plant lover’s haven. Expect to see 
contemporary planting design at its best.

Great Dixter
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 Day 5, August 15, Saturday – WISLEY,  
 BETH CHATTO
• We’ll spend the day at the Royal Horticultural Society’s flagship 
garden Wisley, which holds a world-class collection of plants in 
25,000 taxa. We’ll explore model gardens of all types, the famous 
rock garden, the new Glasshouse, the Alpine House, numerous 
water features, wild gardens, and the trials field. In recent years, 
both UK designer Tom Stuart-Smith and Dutch designer Piet 
Oudolf created large, breathtaking perennial borders that should 
be at their peak during our visit. With so much to see, we’ll want to 
take a break for lunch in the Food Hall or rest out feet at afternoon 
tea in the Restaurant. 

• Next we’ll visit the Beth Chatto Gardens. Started in the 1960s, 
Chatto’s guiding principle was placing plants in conditions closest 
to their natural habitats. Out of a wasteland, she created distinct 
gardens for water, gravel, and woodland. This kind of ecological 
design is still relevant today. In a time of climate change, Beth 
Chatto Gardens are particularly inspirational.

 Day 6, August 16, Sunday – VEDDW, LADY FARM, 
 BROCKHAMPTON COTTAGE
• Veddw House Garden is a must-see Welsh garden designed by a 
husband and wife team, writer Anne Wareham and photographer 
Charles Hawes. Using traditional hedging to create structure, 
Wareham and Hawes have infused these intimate spaces with 
modern ideas and plantings. A visual highlight is the Pool Garden 
with its dark water reflecting the undulating hedges rising up the 
slope. A definite photo op you won’t want to miss.

• Lady Farm was designed over the last 20 years by owner Judy 
Pearce in collaboration with horticulturalist Mary Payne. We’ll see 
natural spring fed lakes, a stream with cascades, and meadows. 
The naturalistic plantings follow the contours of the land and are 
chosen for low maintenance. Sculptures, both serious and playful, 
are sited throughout the garden. Voted a top UK garden by the 
Daily Telegraph, this country garden is sure to please.

• Next we’ll visit Brockhampton Cottage, a billowing, romantic 
garden designed by Tom Stuart-Smith. Starting with the goal of 
connecting to the wider landscape, Stuart-Smith added terraces 
that descend from the house. Generous herbaceous plantings in 
grey, purple, blue, and deep pink flank each level, while below, 
the designer sited a meadow dotted with native trees. Beyond is a 
lake surrounded by trees with swaths of rushes and grasses. If this 
garden seems to be a compendium of modern must-have plants, 
there’s a reason. The owners also own Crocus, the popular nursery 
that supplies plants for many Chelsea Flower Show gardens.

Veddw

Wisley
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 Day 7, August 17, Monday – THROUGHAM COURT, 
 HANHAM COURT
• Througham Court is designer Christine Facer’s personal 
garden where she experiments with ideas, materials, and planting 
combinations. An example of cutting edge design, this garden 
is a living laboratory inspired by scientific facts, theories, and 
mathematical sequences. Here, Facer, whose background is 
in research science, has created a Cosmic Evolution Garden, 
Fibonacci’s Walk, Chaos Gate, and an Eclipse Shadow Bed, just 
to name a few. Prepare to expand your mind and explore new 
possibilities in contemporary garden composition. 

• Voted #1 Dreamy Garden by Gardens Illustrated in 2010, 
Hanham Court Gardens will delight every sense. Julien and 
Isabel Bannerman designed the gardens while Hanham Court 
was their home. They’re known for a deeply romantic style with a 
witty, contemporary spin. Here we’ll see a formal, old rose garden 
with tree peonies and lilies; a woodland with a stream, pool, and 
tree ferns; a wildflower meadow overlooking the River Avon; 
and a working kitchen garden. Throughout, we’ll check out the 
architectural features—obelisks, arched gateways, a pavilion, and 
temple—traditional garden elements with clever updates.

 Day 8, August 18, Tuesday – 
 BROUGHTON GRANGE, PETTIFERS
• We’ll explore another captivating design by Tom Stuart-Smith at 
Broughton Grange. Part of a larger 19th century garden, this new 
addition transformed a paddock into an ambitious 6-acre walled 
garden. Three themed terraces traverse a slope and open to the 
surrounding rural landscape. We’ll see masses of perennials and 
grasses punctuated with topiary, a modern boxwood parterre 
based on leaves, beech tunnels, pleached lime squares, and a rill 
carrying water into a large stone tank. The scale of Stuart-Smith’s 
21st century design is a bold step away from typical English garden 
rooms.   

• Pettifers is a stylish townhouse garden designed by the 
owner Gina Price. With little experience in design, Price started 
in the early 1990’s with a conventional, old fashioned garden. 
Gradually through visiting other gardens and asking for criticism 
from knowledgable friends, Price began editing. Today Pettifers 
is known for it’s innovative plant choices, remarkable plant 
combinations, and vivid color blends, all within a confident 
structure. Price admits to being influenced by the New Perennials 
movement but says she couldn’t have a garden without English 
prettiness. This is a pairing that’s sure to please. 

Broughton Grange
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 Day 9, August 19, Wednesday – 
 BOUGHTON HOUSE
• Our final day will be spent in the garden at Boughton House, 
where UK landscape architect Kim Wilkie has created a 21st 
century landform called The Orpheus Project within the estate’s 
18th century gardens. Responding to a geometric mound designed 
over 200 years ago, Wilke created an inverted grass pyramid 
sunk 22 feet into the earth and open to the sky. We’ll be able to 
walk down a spiralling grass ramp to the square reflecting pool 
below, where sounds of the world above disappear. At Broughton 
House, formal landscapes of the past meet minimalist modernism, 
a fascinating juxtaposition to be sure.

 Day 10, August 20, Thursday – DEPART UK OR 
 CONTINUE TRAVEL ON YOUR OWN
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ACCOMMODATIONS 
After a day filled with garden inspiration and botanical discoveries, we will retire to the comfort and 
convenience of 4 star accommodations. All hotels are thoughtfully appointed and have a first class 
rating. Rooms are double occupancy with the option for a single room for an additional fee.

Hotel Links:

August 11: Hilton Heathrow 
www3.hilton.com/en/hotels/united-kingdom/hilton-london-heathrow-airport-terminal-5-LHRATHI/index.html 

August 12, 13, 14, 15: Oatlands Park Hotel
http://oatlandsparkhotel.com/

August 16, 17: Royal Chase Hotel 
http://www.theroyalchasehotel.co.uk

August 18: Hinkley Island Hotel 
http://www.thehotelcollection.co.uk/hotels/hinckley-island-hotel-leicestershire/

August 19: Hilton Heathrow
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Tour price includes:
• 8 Nights, 4 star hotel accommodations. 
• Comfortable coach transport.
 • Admission to all gardens. 
• All breakfasts (traditional English) and dinners. 
• Tips & gratuities
• Friendly and knowledgeable professional tour guide. 
• The design and botanical expertise of your CarexTours host.

Tour price excludes:
• Airfare. You’ll book your own flights but only after CarexTours sends an email confirming that our 

minimum of 20 reservations has been met and the tour will proceed. 
• Travel insurance. 
• Ground transportation between hotel and airport on arrival and departure days. 
• Lunches (in gardens or pubs). Budget $15 per lunch minimum.
• Meals on arrival and departure days. 
• Hotel accommodations on August 19. CarexTours does not arrange hotels for the night the tour 

ends allowing you the flexibility to continue your travels on your own.

Airfare:  
Airfare is NOT included in the price of the tour. Each tour member will need to make their own 
airline reservations to arrive at Heathrow London on August 11 and depart for home August 19  
or later if you are continuing travels on your own.

Please DO NOT make your airline reservations until CarexTours has guaranteed  
(by email) that the tour will proceed.

Passports:  
Passports are required for travel to the UK. Please make sure your passport is current.

Visas:  
Tour members are responsible for getting their own visas.  
Check here to see if you need a visa: www.gov.uk/visas-immigration.

A Designer’s Tour of 
Contemporary English Gardens
Aug 11 - 19, 2015
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It’s easy to book your garden tour by email or mail.  
Follow the simple instructions below.  

Option #1) Reserve by Email

• Complete Reservation Form in this packet. 

• Email the completed form on page 9 to camullet@gmail.com 

• Your reservation will be secured after a check or credit card deposit/full payment is received. 

• Deposit amount: $800.  
Full payment (double occupancy): $3,265.     
Single supplement: +$600.

• Checks can be mailed to: 
     CarexTours LLC
     516 Philadelphia Avenue
     Takoma Park, MD 20912 USA

Option #2) Reserve by Mail

• Complete Reservation Form in this packet in ink. 

• Mail the completed Reservation Form along with your deposit/full payment to CarexTours.

• Your reservation will be secured after a check or credit card deposit/full payment is received.

• Deposit amount: $800.     
Full payment (double occupancy): $3,265.     
Single supplement: +$600. 

• Checks and Reservation Form can be mailed to: 

  CarexTours LLC  
 516 Philadelphia Avenue   
 Takoma Park, MD 20912 USA

Your trip reservation will be confirmed by email upon receipt of the completed Reservation Form and 
trip deposit/full payment. Payment in full must be received by June 16, 2015.

For questions or help completing your reservation, please contact Carolyn Mullet.  
Phone: 240 429 0889 or Email: camullet@gmail.com.  

Additional information about the CarexTours costs, including details about inclusions and exclusions, 
can be viewed on our pricing page. 

PLEASE NOTE: As a small tour company, CarexTours offers thoughtfully arranged garden tours. 
Each tour is guaranteed to proceed as soon as the minimum of 20 reservations has been met. In 
the event that our reservation minimum is not met by June 16, 2015, CarexTours reserves the right to 
cancel the tour. Deposits/payments will be refunded in full if the tour is canceled. 

• Credit card payments can be made by phone: 

     CarexTours LLC
     Carolyn Mullet 
     240 429 0889

• Credit card payments can be made by phone: 

  CarexTours LLC
  Carolyn Mullet 
  240 429 0889 



RESERVATION FORM
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Name(s*) __________________________________________________________________

*Please complete one form per person even if you are sharing accommodations. 

Address ___________________________________________________________________        

City_________________________________ State______________ Zip Code ___________

Country ___________________________________________________________________  

Cell Phone_________________Home Phone_________________ Work Phone __________

Email Address_____________________________Business Name _____________________

Business Website_____________________Business Facebook _______________________

Emergency Contact Name _____________________________________________________

Emergency Contact Cell Phone _________________________________________________

Accommodations:
Check the box that best applies to your accommodations preference.

 I plan to share accommodations with another tour member. __________________________

 I would like CarexTours to help me find a roommate*

*We will try our best but this can’t be guaranteed.

 I will be traveling with a single supplement. 

Special meal requirements:* ___________________________________________________

*We will do our best to accommodate your meal requirements. However, this can’t be guaranteed. 

How did you hear about this tour? ______________________________________________

Price: 

• $3,265 per person, double occupancy, with a minimum of 20 persons. 

• +$600 Single supplement.

• An $800 deposit is due when you book your tour. 

Important Date: 
• Final payment, in full, is due by June 16, 2015. 

 I have read and agree to the Terms and Conditions on pages 10 & 11.  ______ Initial here.

Signature ______________________________________ Date _____________________

Roommate’s Name



TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Responsibilities:   
CarexTours, LLC is a limited liability company organized under the laws of the state of Maryland in the U.S. CarexTours 
hosts garden tours operated by Garden Tours. As the hosting organization, CarexTours provides reservation services 
and has designated Garden Tours, a professional tour operator, as its designated tour operator. As the designated tour 
operator, Garden Tours conducts the actual tour at the garden sites. Garden Tours also acts as an agent for services 
connected with specific tours hosted by CarexTours such as ground transportation, lodging accommodations, and 
meals. Each service provider is solely responsible to the participant for providing their respective services. 

By making a reservation for a tour hosted by CarexTours, the participant certifies that he/she does not have any mental, 
physical, or other condition or disability that would create a hazard for him/herself or other participants. CarexTours and 
Garden Tours, reserve the right in their sole discretion to accept, decline to accept, or remove any participant on a tour 
hosted by CarexTours.  

Price:
Published tour prices are based upon current exchange rates, tariffs and taxes. Fluctuations in these rates could result 
in a price adjustment without prior notice until the tour is paid in full. Once the price for the tour is paid in full, the fee 
will not be adjusted due to any later change in exchange rates, tariffs or taxes.

Liabilities & booking conditions:
Garden Tours is established in the Netherlands, and rights and responsibilities for all tours operated by Garden Tours 
will be governed by Dutch and EU laws only. CarexTours and Garden Tours will have responsibility only for the proven 
negligent acts and omissions of its employees or agents and suppliers, sub-contractors, servants and/or agents of the 
same while acting within the scope of or in the course of their employment in respect of claims arising as a result of 
death, bodily injury, or illness caused to the signatory to the contract and/or any other named persons on the booking 
form.

Smoking: 
All participants in Garden Tours agree to comply with a non-smoking policy on all coaches and in all lodging places.

Liability: 
CarexTours and Garden Tours have no responsibility or liability to any person for loss of baggage, money or other 
property whatsoever. CarexTours and Garden Tours have no responsibility or liability for any loss or additional  
expenses caused by delay or interruption to travel services through weather conditions (such as rain, wind or fog),  
civil disturbance, riot, illegal acts of third parties, strikes, wars, floods, sickness or any circumstances amounting to 
Force Majeure.

Complaints:
In the unlikely event that you have a complaint, you must promptly inform the Garden Tours tour guide directly, so he/
she can take remedial action on the spot. If the matter cannot be solved directly, any complaints must be submitted in 
writing to Garden Tours within 20 days after the date of your return.

Your tour canceled by us:
CarexTours and Garden Tours aim to provide your tour as booked. But if, for example, there are not enough people 
booked on your tour or you do not pay the balance of the tour price on time, we may cancel it. We reserve the right to 
cancel your tour in any circumstances, but if we cancel your tour, except where this is because you have not paid, you 
will receive a full refund. 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS CONTINUED

Changes in itinerary details:    
CarexTours and Garden Tours strive to operate according to our published itinerary. However, in the event of 
unforeseen circumstances beyond our control or opportunities that would enhance the itinerary, adjustments may 
be necessary or appropriate. CarexTours and Garden Tours reserve the right, without penalty, to make changes in 
the published itinerary whenever, in their judgment, conditions warrant or if they deem it necessary for the comfort, 
convenience, or safety of participants. CarexTours will let you know about any important changes when you make your 
reservation. If you have already made your reservation, CarexTours will let you know as soon as we can if there is time 
before your departure.    

Cancellations & refunds:
If you should need to withdraw from the tour for whatever reason, you must notify CarexTours in writing.  
Cancellation becomes effective when written notice is received. The following cancellation charges will apply:  

• Cancel by 6/16/15, the refund will be the deposit  
(or full payment, if that is what you paid as a deposit) less $200 administrative fee.  

• Cancel between 6/17/15 & 7/17/15, the refund will be 50% of total tour price.  

• Cancel after 7/18/15, there will be no refund.

Insurance:
Travel insurance is required in case you have health emergencies or other unforeseen issues arise. World Nomads 
is one well regarded company. It can be found at http://www.worldnomads.com. You might also try “Insure My Trip”, a 
travel insurance search site found at http://www.insuremytrip.com. You may identify other travel insurance providers on 
your own. Before departure, you will be required to provide evidence that you have obtained travel insurance.

A Designer’s Tour of 
Contemporary English Gardens
Aug 11 - 19, 2015

11


