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DAY 1  Monday June 13, 2016 Departure
Today we depart Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane and Perth on our overnight flight to Rome.

DAY 2  Tuesday June 14, 2016 Bagno Vignoni, Tuscany
On arrival in Rome we travel north to the Tuscan village of Bagno Vignoni, where we 
will spend the next four nights. On our journey we visit the gorgeous formal gardens of 
Villa Lante. Geometrically organised on four levels along a main axis, emphasised by 
fountains, it has perfect symmetry. This is a marvellous Renaissance garden in which 
murmuring water, flashing fountains, shade and sunlight alternate under vast plane trees. 
Bagno Vignoni is a small Orcia River valley village, which has long been a favorite among 
painters and travellers seeking solitude in a beautiful location. We will stay at a small 
family owned 15th-century hotel, built by Rossellino as a summerhouse for Pope Pius II, 
who enjoyed the advantage of the nearby hot mineral springs. Tour members will enjoy 
delicious Tuscan dinners each night during our stay at Bagno Vignoni. (D) 

DAY 3  Wednesday June 15, 2016 Bagno Vignoni, Tuscany
This morning we will visit Villa Cetinale, built in the 15th century by the Chigi family, 
bankers and money lenders for popes and English kings. Additions to the original house 
and garden were carried out by Carlo Fontana, who was a pupil of Bernini. Lord Lambton 
bought Vila Cetinale from the Chigi family in 1977 and since then the gardens have been 
immaculately restored and enriched. Lord Lampton died eight years ago. In the afternoon 
we enjoy a sightseeing tour of Siena with a local guide who will introduce us to the major 
sights of the city, including the Piazza del Campo with its splendid civic tower and the 
enormous, partially completed Duomo. The biennial Palio horse race festival is held here. 
Siena is also home to the oldest bank in the world and a spectacular town hall. (D)

DAY 4  Thursday June 16, 2016 Bagno Vignoni, Tuscany
Today we drive through the picturesque Tuscan countryside to Florence, where we soak 
up the atmosphere of this lovely city, capital of Tuscany. Home of Michelangelo and the 
Medici family, the city was the cradle of the Renaissance. On arrival we have a walking 
tour of Florence. During our walking tour we see the Piazza del Duomo, one of the largest 
cathedrals in the Christian world. Together with Brunelleschi’s wonderful dome, we see 
the Campanile and the Baptistry. We also wander through the Piazza della Signoria, which 
contains the Loggia della Signoria, the Palazza Vecchio and nearby, the Ponte Vecchio over 
the Arno River. We continue our travels to explore Villa Gamberaia, set in classic olive-grove 
country. Restored to its 16th-century splendour, the garden is small but idyllic. The main 
terrace is laid out with parterres de broderie and the water gardens are reminiscent of 
Persian reflecting pools. We return to Bagno Vignoni for an evening at leisure. (D)

DAY 5  Friday June 17, 2016 Bagno Vignoni, Tuscany
This morning is free for individual exploration. Perhaps pamper your self in the spa or with 
a massage. This afternoon we will visit Villa Vicobello, which is surrounded by a beautiful 
park and two floors of Italian garden adorned by typical box hedges. In the park there is a 
long tree-lined street with an arch surmounted by the coat of arms of the Chigi family. The 
terraced garden of lemon trees will take you to an area of fruit trees and down again to the 
garden of azaleas. (D)

DAY 6  Saturday June 18, 2016 Palermo, Sicily
We drive to Rome this morning to board a flight for Palermo. On arrival we check in to our 
hotel and the remainder of the day is free for individual exploration. In the evening the tour 
manager will meet those wishing to dine with the group in the lobby.

DAY 7  Sunday June 19, 2016 Palermo, Sicily
After breakfast we have a sightseeing tour of the city of Palermo with a local guide. 
Founded by the Phoenicians in the 7th century BC, the city has been home to numerous 
settlers including the Greeks, Romans, Byzantines, Arabs, Normans, Germans and 
Spanish, before finally becoming part of a unified Italy in 1860. We will visit the medieval 
Cassaro quarter which contains the cathedral, 14th-century palazzos and gardens. We 
will also visit the La Kalsa quarter which is in the old Islamic area, the centre of the city 
when it was ruled by the Arab Emirs In the afternoon we visit Villa Malfitano built by the 
Whitaker family in 1885. The walled garden is rich with sub-tropical flora with a unique 
Sicilian layout. The landscape park has a formal section behind the house with formal 
beds radiating in a double helix from a central fountain. Nowdays the garden is a bit 
neglected. This evening we will enjoy a typical Sicilian puppet show. 

DAY 8  Monday June 20, 2016 Palermo, Sicily
This morning we visit the Orto Botanico. Founded in 1795 it has developed a remarkable 
collection from the tropics and subtropics. The earliest part of the garden nearest to the 
neoclassical buildings is a quadrant bisected by cross allees of palms. A circular pond 
built in the 1790s is divided into concentric sections of different depth for aquatic plants.
This afternoon and evening will be free for exploration of charming Palermo. 

DAY 9  Tuesday June 21, 2016 Syracuse, Sicily  
We depart our hotel this morning and travel across Sicily to Syracuse. Along the way we 
travel to the charming city of Piazza Armerina where we will stop at Villa Romana del 
Casale. It is the richest, largest and most complex collection of late Roman mosaics in 
the world. The Villa Romana del Casale is a UNESCO World Heritage Site (some areas are 
closed for renovations). After check-in the tour manager will recommend an interesting 
venue for dinner. 

DAY 10  Wednesday June 22, 2016 Syracuse, Sicily
Today we have a tour of the old town with a local guide. Founded in 8BC by the Corinthians, 
this splendid city eventually established supremacy over the rest of Sicily. The old part of 
the town is on the island of Ortygia and contains churches, the cathedral, old palazzos 
and houses. We will have a walking tour of this historic centre. The cathedral has been 
converted from an ancient Greek temple and is more than 2,000 years old. The afternoon 
is free for individual exploration. 

DAY 11  Thursday June 23, 2016 Taormina, Sicily
Today we travel to Taormina. On the journey we visit Il Biviere in Lentini. This remarkable 
garden was created in 1970 with a series of rooms, linked with sloping banks to 
accommodate the changing levels. There are many species of succulents, also jacarandas, 
pepper trees and the bombax. Climbing over walls are many varieties of roses, jasmines and 

Jane Edmanson is a well-known garden identity, who presents radio 3AW’s The Big Backyard every Saturday and 
Sunday morning. She also gives gardening advice on Magic 1278. Jane has been seen regularly on ABC television’s 
national Gardening Australia for the past twenty five years. She writes gardening articles for magazines and gives talks 
on gardening. Jane has been awarded the OAM (Medal of the Order of Australia).

Since Celebrity Equinox joined the Celebrity fleet, she has dazzled and amazed even the most well-travelled cruisers. 
She showcases spectacular vistas with 85% of all staterooms having sweeping balcony views. Celebrity Equniox 
hosts a variety of five-star specialty restaurants including Murano a French restaurant, the Tuscan Grill, Silk an Asian 
restaurant and Qsine, a dining venue with a unique and playful approach to familiar dishes from around the world. Add 
the fresh green grass on the top deck’s Lawn Club and the incredibly pampering services in AquaSpa, and you may 
never want to set foot on land again. Celebrity Equinox brings a truly luxurious cruise experience. 

Clothing on board the Celebrity Equinox is typical attire, although shorts and swimwear are not permitted in the 
formal restaurants. There will be one formal night. During the evening on the formal night a dinner suit or dark suit for 
gentlemen and eveningwear for ladies is required for the main restaurants. On informal nights a jacket is required for 
gentleman and equivalent for ladies. The self-service restaurants are casual attire.
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plumbago We continue to Taormina, which is spectacularly located high on a 200-metre 
rocky outcrop. The town, founded by the Greeks, has an ancient theatre that also overlooks 
Mt Etna. Since the 18th century, Taormina has been a popular travel destination. In the 
evening the tour manager will recommend an interesting venue for dinner.

DAY 12  Friday June 24, 2016 Taormina, Sicily
This morning we will enjoy a tour of Taormina with a local guide. We walk around the 
medieval centre and see the terrace Piazza IX April, with its views overlooking Mt Etna 
and the sea. We will visit Torre dell’Orologio, a restored 12th-century clock tower and the 
famous ancient Greek theatre founded in the 3rd century BC and rebuilt by the Romans 
at the end of the 1st century. This afternoon we visit Giardino Villa Madonna della Rocca. 
Laid out at the turn of the century by an Austrian, who was a collector of antique marble, 
arches and other artefacts, now romantically entwined with creepers. The hanging 
gardens are steeply terraced and planted with a large variety of species. 

DAY 13  Saturday June 25, 2016 Celebrity Equinox
We travel to Catania today to board our flight for Rome. On arrival in Rome we drive north 
to Civitavecchia to board our luxury cruise ship Celebrity Equinox for our seven night 
cruise around the Mediterranean.

DAY 14  Sunday June 26, 2016 Livorno, Italy
This morning we arrive in Livorno and travel to the town of Collodi, famous for its 
connection with the Pinocchio Legend. On our tour today we visit Villa Garzoni. The 
garden was built shortly before 1652 by the Garzoni family. The garden of Villa Garzoni, 
makes the fullest use of a precipitous hillside site. Featuring a water garden, constructed 
at the foot of a series of balustraded terraces and a suite of grand symmetrical staircases 
connecting the lower water gardens at the base of the hill. We will travel to Lucca with 
time for lunch. In the afternoon we enjoy a sightseeing tour of Lucca with a local guide. 
Lucca has preserved within its girdle of ramparts a rich heritage of churches, palaces, 
squares and streets that gives the town a charming atmosphere.

DAY 15  Monday June 27, 2016 French Riviera
Our ship arrives in the pretty town of Villefranche-sur-Mer, Today we will enjoy a 
sightseeing tour with a local guide of the main sights of the French Riviera. We first 
explore Nice’s narrow picturesque streets before a drive along the Corniche road, where 
we have spectacular views of the ocean and cliffs. We visit Monte Carlo, famous for its 
casino and Royal Family. This afternoon Jane will lead the group on our visit to the Villa 
Ephrussi de Rothschild. The garden was laid out at the beginning of the 20th century by 
Baroness Ephrussi de Rothschild, a member of the wealthy Rothschild family. The garden 
has been developed as a series of compartments representing different architectural and 
planting styles and is the ultimate in manicured French exotic style

DAY 16  Tuesday June 28, 2016 Ajaccio, Corsica
The ship arrives in Ajaccio this morning, the birth place of Napoleon Bonaparte in 1769. 
This morning we will visit Salecca Park, which stretches over seven hectares and brings 
together all the fragrances of the island’s plants. Walking around the winding paths in 
the garden we will see many varieties of lavender, rosemary, euphorbia and oleander. In 
the afternoon we will visit the house owed by the Bonaparte family from 1682 until 1923 
where we will see much history, fascinating decorative items and paintings.  

DAY 17  Wednesday June 29, 2016 At sea 
The day is free to enjoy the wonderful facilities of the ship. In the afternoon Jane will lead 
a Gardening trivia competition. We will divide the group into teams with prizes for the 
winning team. 

DAY 18  Thursday June 30, 2016 Palma de Mallorca, Spain
After docking in Mallorca we travel to Espores to visit a country house on a site known 
since Roman times. Since 1447 it has been privately owned by various noble families. We 
will see the gorgeous aristocratic drawing room with its own theatre and a dudgeon with 
a torture chamber. We will also explore the gardens which contain spectacular waterfalls 
and an extensive botanical park. We will continue with a visit to Jardins Alfabia, which 
has an interesting legacy of Arab landscaping and irrigation. A flight of stairs lined with tall 
palms leads to a covered walkway. We see lily ponds, bamboo groves and citrus orchards. 
We return to the ship for an overnight in Palma de Mallorca.

DAY 19  Friday July 1, 2016 Palma de Mallorca, Spain
This morning we have free time to explore Mallorca. In the afternoon we visit Carla Ratjasa 
the Royal Palace, which has stood on this site since the Muslim governors built their 
alcazar soon after the Arab conquest. It was converted into gothic style under Jaume II 
The S’Hort de Rei garden beneath the Palace contains fountains, palms and cyprus trees.  
We will enjoy a farewell cocktail party this evening.

DAY 20  Saturday July 2, 2016 Barcelona/Departure
This morning we will disembark the ship in Barcelona, capital of Catalonia and the second 
largest city in Spain. We will enjoy a sightseeing tour with a local guide of Barcelona. 
We will see the historic cathedral and the beautiful streets of the Gothic Quarter as well 
as the modernist Eixample district. We will visit Parc Guell, which is a combination of 
architectural and landscape features with mature and natural looking plantings. The 
park was commissioned by Count Eusebi Guell in the 1890s. By 1914, Antoni Gaudi had 
completed the famous features that are most enjoyed by the park’s visitors today. Jane will 
make sure that you get the most out of this unique garden. Tour members not continuing 
on the extension tour will travel to the airport for their evening flight to Australia.

DAY 21  Sunday July 3, 2016 In flight 
DAY 22  Monday July 4, 2016 Arrive Australia
The group arrives in Australia and tour arrangements conclude.

Post-tour to Barcelona and London
DAY 1  Saturday July 2, 2016 Barcelon,a Spain
Today we will enjoy a sightseeing tour with a local guide of Barcelona with the main 
tour group. Late afternoon we check in to our hotel. 

DAY 2  Sunday July 3, 2016 Barcelona, Spain
This morning we travel north to the Costa Brava to visit the Jardi Botanic Mar I Murtra, 
which was created by Karl Faust. He created several different gardens to house the 
plants he collected from all over the world. Mar I Murtra is now divided into tropical, 
temperate and Mediterranean garden areas. In the afternoon, we will travel to visit 
Santa Clothilde, a large property built on the site of an old vineyard. It is an Italianate 
garden in the Renaissance style, where the symmetry of paths, planting and interesting 
focal points define the garden.

DAY 3  Monday July 4, 2016 London, England
Today we will fly to London. On arrival we continue to our well-located hotel by private 
coach. The remainder of the afternoon will be free. The tour manager will meet those 
wishing to dine with the group in the lobby. Tonight you might like to catch one of the 
many splendid London shows.

DAY 4  Tuesday July 5, 2016 London
This morning we visit Hampton Court Palace and Garden. The Palace is an interesting 
place to visit to study the activities of British monarchs from Henry VIII onwards. The 
newly restored Privy Garden of William III is a spectacular example of the Baroque, 
with parterres, cut work, clipped yews and spring and summer displays of 17th century 
plants. In the afternoon we visit Chiswick House garden. The gardens stretching over 
thirty hectares were created by William Kent on the ancient classical model, between 
1715 and 1858. In recent years there has been a program of restoration in the garden, 
which includes the planting of sixteen thousand new trees. 

DAY 5  Wednesday July 6, 2016 London
A free day to enjoy some independent sightseeing, relax or do some shopping. 
This evening we will enjoy a farewell dinner.

DAY 6  Thursday July 7, 2016 Departure
This morning is free for individual exploration. In the afternoon we visit the Royal 
Horticultural Garden, Wisley. The RHS was given Wisley Estate in trust by Sir Thomas 
Hanbury in 1903. The garden will capture the imagination with richly planted borders 
and luscious rose gardens and amazing glasshouses which recreate tropical, moist 
temperate and dry temperate habitats. Several Chelsea Flower Show prize winning 
gardens are displayed in the grounds. Our visit will be an interesting look at the history 
of gardening in Britain. After our visit we are transferred to the airport for our flight 
to Australia.



TOUR OPERATOR: Travelrite International Pty Ltd ATAs No. A10538, 
is the tour operator.

TOUR COSTS: The tour costs are based on airfare, general transport, 
accommodation costs and foreign exchange rate at 1/6/15. Travelrite 
reserves the right to alter the costs if any of these factors change, 
giving any passenger that has booked the right to withdraw with full 
refund of monies paid or modify arrangements. No alterations to price 
will be made within 60 days of departure from Australia.

DEPOSITS AND PAYMENTS: A deposit of $800 per passenger for is 
required at the time of booking. Full payment will be required 60 days 
before departure for the Garden Tour. Paying by cheque or cash a 1% 
administration fee will be charged on payment by Visa or Mastercard 
and 3% on payment by AMEX or Diners Club cards.

AIR TAXES: from Sydney/Melbourne/Brisbane as listed in the 
itinerary.  Please contact us for air taxes from different cities.  Air 
taxes are as at 1/6/15.  If they change due to government and airline 
charges and currency variations, Travelrite International reserves the 
right to charge additional amounts. 

CANCELLATION CONDITIONS Cancellations within 60 days of 
departure will result in the loss of all monies paid. Cancellation 
outside 60 days from departure will result in a cancellation fee of 
$500 per person. 

TRAVEL INSURANCE: Travel insurance is recommended to cover the 
costs of cancellation fees due to illness, death in family, etc.

MINIMUM TOUR NUMBERS: The tour has been priced on the basis 
of a minimum number of 20 passengers having booked 60 days prior 
to departure.  Travelrite reserves the right to cancel the tour, giving a 
full refund of all monies paid or offer arrangements to proceed with 
the tour at a modified cost. Travelrite reserves the right to change 
advertised entrances if necessary for the smooth operation of the tour. 

REFUNDS: The tour is based on arrangements, which do not allow for 
any refunds in respect to sightseeing, accommodation, meals, airfare 
or other services not utilised after the tour has commenced.

TRAVEL DOCUMENTS: All passengers will require a valid passport. 
Visas for countries visited are not required for Australian passport 
holders. If you hold another passport please check with Travelrite.

BAGGAGE: All passengers qualify for 20 kilos of free baggage 
allowance on the flight.

RESPONSIBILITY: Travelrite International Pty Ltd. is the tour organis 
er. Travelrite acts only as an agent in the making of arrangements 
for hotels, transportation, restaurants or any other service and 
do not assume any liability whatsoever for any injury, damage, 
death, loss, accident or delay to person or property due to an act 
of negligence or a default of any hotel, carrier restaurant company 
or person rendering any services included in the tour, or by act of 
God. Further no responsibilities are accepted for any damage or 
delay due to sickness, pilferage, labour disputes, machinery break-
down, quarantine, government restraints, weather, terrorism or 
other causes beyond their control. No responsibility is accepted for 
any additional expense, omission, delays, re-routing or acts of any 
government authority. 

The passage contract between the carriers concerned, when issued, 
shall constitute the sole contract between the carriers and the 
purchasers of this tour and/or the passengers. The right is reserved 
to withdraw any tour and/or make such changes in the tour as may be 
found desirable or necessary for the convenience of the parties and 
the proper carrying out of the tour. This contract shall be construed in 
accordance of the laws of the State of Victoria, Australia.

HOW TO BOOK: Bookings can be made by sending full names and 
addresses of intending tour members with a deposit of $800 for 
the Garden Tour. 

Travelrite International Pty Ltd
423 Whitehorse Road
Balwyn, Victoria 3103
Further information or a booking form can be obtained by contacting 
Travelrite International on the following numbers:

Toll Free: 1800 630 343
Phone: (03) 8803 6868
Fax: (03) 9836 8068
Email: balwyn@travelrite.com.au
www.travelrite.com.au

ABOUT TRAVELRITE INTERNATIONAL: Travelrite International Pty 
Ltd (A.C.N. 005 817 078) is a well-established travel company which 
has been operating in the eastern suburbs of Melbourne for more 
than 30 years. It is a member of ATAS (number A10538) and has two 
accredited IATA offices, Heathmont and Balwyn. As such, it directly 
represents the major airlines of the world and all major domestic and 
international tour and transport operators. Travelrite International has 
been operating special interest tours for 30 years, and now runs 100 
tours a year. Travelrite International Pty Ltd is a full member of the 
Australian Federation of Travel Agents – AFTA.

General Information and Booking Conditions
Touring can involve a considerable amount of walking and stair climbing in the places visited and it is important that all tour participants have a 
level of physical fitness that allows them to take part in this tour without the need of assistance from others.

Included in the price:  
• Return economy-class air travel from Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane. 

Passengers will be able to extend their stay in Europe at minimal extra airfare
• Travel in first-class chartered coach
• Accommodation in first-class and moderate first-class hotels,  

taxes and service charges
• Buffet breakfast during the tour and four dinners in Bagno Vignoni, Tuscany. 
 Full board aboard our 5-star cruise ship
• Sightseeing tours as listed in the itinerary
• Entrances to gardens and attractions as detailed in itinerary
• Tour leadership by Jane Edmanson
• Tour management by Travelrite International Pty. Ltd. with an experienced tour 

manager meeting the group on arrival in London and travelling with the group
• A Travelrite travel bag

Not included in the price for both tours: 
• Passport and visa fees
• Travel insurance
• Meals unless specified in the itinerary
• Sightseeing and general expenses unless specified in the itinerary 
• Additional travel arrangements not detailed in the itinerary  

– these will be quoted for separately
• Air taxes and government surcharges

Included in the price:  
• Flight from Barcelona to London
• Five night’s first-class accommodation 

on a bed and breakfast basis
• Sightseeing and entrances as listed 
• Tour leadership by Jane Edmanson
• Tour management by Travelrite International

The price per person twin-share $ 2550
Single supplement $ 1320
Plus air tax & govt. surcharge 1/6/15 $ 30

Price for the post-tour to  
Barcelona and London:  July 2 to 7, 2016

with Jane Edmanson  – June 13 to July 4, 2016 
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Twin-share fares per person:

Cabin Description Deck Twin-share Single
    Supplement

10 Inside 3 $ 11600 $ 2425

8 Oceanview 3 $ 11750 $ 2570

2C Deluxe Balcony 6, 7 $ 12025 $ 2855

2A Deluxe Balcony 7 $ 12150 $ 2870

C1 Concierge Class 7,8,9 $ 12250 $ 2875

C2 Concierge Class 7,8,9 $ 12650 $ 3425

Includes port and handling charges and on board gratuities
Plus air taxes and government surcharges 1/6/15  $185

Relax and enjoy


