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Come to an England up to its knees in blossom, carpets 
of tulips & meadows of wildflowers. Our England is a mix 
of heavenly gardens, private gardens, a pretty nursery 

& history: Chelsea Flower Show, Sissinghurst, Bath & 
Oxford with a touch of Tudor glamour. Bliss!

TOUR LEADER 
COLIN BARLOW

Colin is a horticulturist & a 
landscape designer.  He also 
communicates his love of plants 
& gardens on television, radio & 
through print.  He’s thrilled to be 
sharing the treasures of English 
gardening with Ross travellers.

+   Get a special ticket to the Chelsea Flower Show 

on Members Day & miss the crowds

+   Wander through the world’s most influential 
gardens – Sissinghurst, Hidcote Manor & 
Christopher Lloyd’s Great Dixter

+   Take in the history and grandeur of 

Stonehenge, Blenheim Palace & Stourhead

+   See the prettiest village in England & wander 
through its private gardens

+   Go behind the garden gates to meet some of 
the great gardeners & plants people of England

+  Settle in for long stays in grand hotels

+  Travel in a small group & make new friends

+  Relax – we’ll take care of everything!

For a detailed itinerary, please visit :
www.rosstours.com/england

Let us take you to the most  
beautiful places in the world.

HIGHLIGHTS

The excitement of London’s 
flagshow Chelsea makes a day 
forever etched in your memory – I’ll 
see you there!  Chelsea bookends 
our thrilling tour to England’s best-
loved towns, villages, gardens, 
history and cultural sites. All swirling 
under the whirlwind of spring 
blossom.

Graham Ross, founder of Ross Garden Tours

GARDENS OF

ENGLAND

13 - 27 MAY 2016

TO BOOK PLEASE CONTACT ROYCE OR ROSLYN

            

Visit our website www.rosstours.com

travel@rosstours.com1300 233 200

WITH THE CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW



ITINERARY TOUR DETAILS

+ OUR TOUR INCLUDES

°   Return Qantas economy group airfare and taxes Sydney /

London / Sydney

°  Air-conditioned motorcoach throughout tour

°  Deluxe accommodation for 11 nights

°  Breakfast daily, 5 lunches and 2 dinners

°   Entrance fees to all gardens and sightseeing including 
Sissinghurst, Stourhead, Stonehenge, Chelsea Flower Show for 
RHS Members Day, Hatfield House, Hidcote Manor, Blenheim 
Palace, Highgrove House or Coughton Court, West Green 

Garden and Great Dixter

°   Morning and afternoon tea at gardens or sightseeing 

attractions as detailed in the itinerary

°  Fully escorted by Colin Barlow

°  Gratuities for porters and drivers

+ OUR TOUR COSTS

Twin Share per person, land only         $10,995
Twin Share per person, including air   $12,995 (Valid until 1/11/15)
Single Supplement   $2,995

+ DISCOUNTS

Early Bird $350 (pay in full before 15 December 2015)
Previous Traveller $100
Garden Clinic Member $50

DAY 1  FRI 13 MAY
HOME TO LONDON

Meet Colin Barlow, your Ross Tour 
Leader, at Sydney Airport for the 
flight to London (or meet us in Bath 
on Day 2).

DAY 2  SAT 14 MAY
LONDON - BATH

Arrive London, travel to Bath, with 
welcome lunch at hotel to meet new 
friends. Check into the MacDonald 
Bath Spa Hotel for the next three 
nights. Early afternoon walking tour 
to acquaint ourselves with Bath.

DAY 3  SUN 15 MAY
STOURHEAD

After breakfast, this elegant 
example of picturesque English 
Landscape Style combines classical 
architecture, lake reflections and 
a fine 18th bridge with copses of 
mature trees, rhododendrons and 
just burst Beech trees overhead. 
Lunch included at Stourhead café, 
then back to Bath to relax or soak in 
the hotel spa.

DAY 4  MON 16 MAY
STONEHENGE

We drop into a pretty English 
Nursery for some window shopping, 
we’ll see their display at Chelsea 
next week so we can enjoy a little 
behind the scenes Chelsea action. 

Stroll through their display gardens, 
lunch in the restaurant. Wander 
back in time at Stonehenge this 
afternoon!

DAY 5  TUE 17 MAY
BATH - OXFORD

The prettiest village in England 
this morning with private gardens, 
village walk and morning tea in 
their church hall! Pop into the late 
Rosemary Verey’s Barnsley House 
with afternoon tea included. On to 
Oxford where we’re staying in The 
Randolph, a 19th century hotel for 
the next four nights. Dinner tonight 
is included at a local restaurant.

DAY 6  WED 18 MAY
BLENHEIM PALACE

Winston Churchill’s ancestral palace 
at Blenheim was England’s answer 
to Versailles. We’ll take a guided tour 
through the palace, the splendid 
‘Capability’ Brown landscape and the 
other gardens to discover the stories 
sheltered here. 
Free afternoon exploring Oxford 
with evensong at Christ Church 
Cathedral. 

DAY 7  THU 19 MAY
HIGHGROVE

Subject to the schedule of 
HRH Prince Charles, we’ll visit 
Highgrove House today, where 
you’ll be amazed by the birdsong, 

All prices in Australian Dollars. All air taxes as at 1st August 2015. Price based on minimum 15 
passengers. Departure from Sydney. Price from other Australian ports and New Zealand available on 
application. Group meals do not include beverages. Please refer to Ross Garden Tours standard terms 
& conditions. Ask us about other sightseeing and travel arrangements including pre and post tour 
accommodation, transfers, stopovers and other tours.

walled garden, kitchen garden and 
‘stumpery’. No visit is complete 
without retail therapy in his well-
stocked giftshop. Our alternative 
visit is to a private garden, Coughton 
Court, where the gardens, created 
over the past 17 years, are now at 
their peak.

DAY 8  FRI 20 MAY
HIDCOTE

Journey across one of the most 
romantic landscapes in Britain - the 
Cotswolds. Then, at the intricately 
maintained Hidcote Manor, we’ll 
discover why this Arts and Crafts 
garden has been so influential. 
Revel in wisteria, tulips and 
rhododendrons.

DAY 9  SAT 21 MAY
OXFORD - LONDON

Hatfield House in Hertfordshire 
is our highlight today. The garden 
dates back to the first Earl of 
Salisbury and is still maintained by 
Lady Salisbury and her small team 
of gardeners. Lunch at Hatfield 
restaurant. Travel to London and 
check in to Royal Garden Hotel, 
Kensington for the next four nights.

DAY 10  SUN 22 MAY
WEST GREEN HOUSE

Marylyn Abbott is an exuberant 
personality and wonderful gardener 
and her re-creation of West Green in 

Hampshire is a special treat.  While 
the garden pays homage to its 18th-
century origins, Marylyn’s sense of 
fun is given plenty of room to play. 
Lovely lunch in the conservatory.

DAY 11  MON 23 MAY
SISSINGHURST & GREAT DIXTER

The best of English garden design 
today. Sissinghurst is the result 
of a special partnership between 
Vita Sackville-West and Sir Harold 
Nicolson. This afternoon we head to 
Great Dixter - a masterpiece. 

DAY 12  TUE 24 MAY
CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW

‘Opening Day’ at the Chelsea 
Flower Show is reserved for VIPs 
and members of the RHS only, 
but we have arranged tickets so 
that you can enjoy it without the 
crowds that flock on public days. 
Meet our favourite exhibitors, enjoy 
multimillion dollar show gardens 
and gasp at the beauty of the flower 
displays. Return to hotel for farewell 
dinner at the hotel.

DAY 13  WED 25 MAY
LONDON - HOME

Free day in London then depart this 
afternoon, or join our France tour.

DAY 14  THU 26 MAY
INFLIGHT

DAY 15  FRI 27 MAY
WELCOME HOME


