
May 17 to June 7, 2014

Visiting Stratford-upon-Avon, 
London for the Chelsea Flower Show, 

Venice, Ascona on Lake Maggiore, 
Siena and Rome 

England, 
Switzerland & Italy

Join Tony Fawcett on Travelrite International’s 
2014 Garden Tour to 

20 exciting 
days exploring 

the fine gardens 
of Europe.

including London for the Chelsea Flower Show



DAY 5  Wednesday May 21, 2014 London
Today we will visit two of the finest gardens in England. We first visit Hidcote, one of 
the most notable gardens in the world. It was created by self-taught gardener Lawrence 
Johnson in the early part of the 20th century, with a fabulous sense of design and great 
planting skills, using mainly 19th-century varieties. After lunch at leisure at Hidcote, we 
travel the short distance to Kiftsgate Court. This garden is full of colour and scent. The 
magnificent old species of roses are the glory of the garden.
We continue to London. Upon arrival in exciting London, the tour manager will meet 
those wishing to dine with the group in the lobby, to go to a nearby restaurant for dinner. 

DAY 6  Thursday May 22, 2014 London
The highlight of our time in London will be an escorted visit to the famous Chelsea Flower 
Show. Chelsea is the main event in the English horticultural calendar and boasts fine 
displays of flowers, plants, trees and interesting garden layouts. Tony Fawcett will ensure 
that you explore all areas of this wonderful show. Early afternoon we enjoy a sightseeing 
tour escorted by a local guide. Some of the great sights include Buckingham Palace, the 
Palace of Westminster, St Paul’s Cathedral, Piccadilly Circus, Trafalgar Square, Tower 
Bridge and the Tower of London. The rest of the day will be free for independent activity. 

DAY 7  Friday May 23, 2014 London
This morning we will have free time for individual exploration. In the afternoon, we visit 
Mr and Mrs Raworth’s garden in West London. This is a true collector’s garden, with some 
rare and unusual plants. Among its many striking features are impressive hedges of privet, 
yew, box and hornbeam, which enclose various rooms and a new formal knot garden. 
Entering through a sunken Mediterranean garden, it is full of interesting small plants. 
The visitor passes by a rose-covered pergola to an emerald grass carpet, flanked by flower 
borders and backed by old trees set in a private park. This garden is a highlight, and will 
become one of your favourites. 

DAY 8  Saturday May 24, 2014 Venice
This morning we enjoy free time before flying to Venice, early afternoon. On arrival we will 
be transferred to the island of Venice in a motor launch. The tour manager will meet in the 
lobby those wishing to dine with the group this evening.

DAY 9  Sunday May 25, 2014 Venice
This morning we will enjoy a sightseeing tour of Venice with a local guide. We visit St 
Mark’s Square, see the Grand Canal, St Mark’s Cathedral and the Doge’s Palace. In the 
afternoon we will catch a vaporetto to enjoy afternoon tea and visit the gardens of the 
Hotel Cipriani. The hotel is noted for its spectacular gardens and waterfront terraces. 

DAY 1  Saturday May 17,  2014 In flight
We depart Australia on our flight to London.

DAY 2  Sunday May 18, 2014 Stratford-upon-Avon
On arrival at Heathrow airport this morning we travel north to the Cotswolds. We first visit 
Bourton House, an inspiring garden offering an alternative to a traditional country house 
garden. The geometric potager is a particular delight. Well-kept lawns, quiet gardens, 
a knot garden and the Cotswolds stone walls are set off by herbaceous borders. In the 
afternoon we visit Sezincote. We travel along a long dark avenue to enter the property, 
where surprisingly we see an English country house built in the Mogul style of Rajasthan 
architecture. The cool and elegant curving Orangery frames the Persian garden of 
Paradise in the south which has been laid out with canals and Irish yews. Streams and 
pools are lined with great clumps of bog plants. We continue to the hotel for check in and 
the remainder of the afternoon will be at leisure.

DAY 3  Monday May 19, 2014 Stratford-upon-Avon 
We travel west to beautiful Gloucestershire today. This morning we will visit Broughton 
Castle. Set in the most romantic of settings, Broughton Castle is a fairytale, moated castle, 
surrounded in its turn by open parkland, grazed by sheep and cattle. The walled Ladies’ 
Garden, where box-edged fleur-de-lys beds are filled with floribunda and climbing roses 
that cascade down the walls is a particular delight. The garden was laid out by Lady 
Algernon Gordon Lennox who rented the castle in the 1880s. The two magnificent west 
and east facing borders in front of the battlemented walls are planted in subtle shades of 
blues, yellows and whites for one and reds, mauves and blues for the other. Everywhere 
there is a profusion of old-fashioned roses. The afternoon will be at leisure. We will enjoy 
a welcome dinner this evening to formally meet Tony Fawcett and other tour members. D

DAY 4  Tuesday May 20, 2014 Stratford-upon-Avon
This morning we will visit Pettifers Garden. The garden was designed by the Hon. Mrs 
Price and has taken some 15 years to create. This mature garden is a plantsman’s garden.  
The elegant pattern made in the paths shows the care that has gone into the creation of 
the garden. The borders are deep and varied. The Botticelli meadow at the bottom of the 
garden, alongside two crocus lawns, looks beautiful in Spring. We travel to Banbury where 
we will have time for lunch. We continue our journey to visit Rousham House. Before 
William Kent’s design of 1738 was effectively frozen in time it was described by Alexander 
Pope as “the prettiest place for water-falls, jets and ponds enclosed with beautiful scenes of 
green and hanging wood that ever I saw”. The enchanting setting and the use Kent made 
of it creates a powerful impression on every visitor. We return to Stratford-upon-Avon for 
an evening of exploration.

Itinerary

with Tony Fawcett
Tony is one of Australia’s most experienced magazine journalists, a specialist garden and homemaker 
writer, who has gained an immense following for his features and columns. Previously editor and editor-
in-chief of national magazines Your Garden and Australian Home Beautiful, he wrote a weekly garden 
column for the Sunday Herald Sun for 11 years and continues to write widely while running a small 
editorial production company.

His work regularly appears in the Saturday Herald Sun’s Home magazine, he contributes gardening 
articles to Better Homes & Gardens magazine, writes rural features for The Weekly Times’ Farm 
magazine and is editor of the Lions Australia national magazine. Tony is a regular judge at the Melbourne 
International Flower & Garden Show and is happiest when out exploring a garden with his camera.

Tony is married and lives in an old farmhouse he and his wife have restored on the outskirts of Melbourne.

2014 Garden Tour of 
England, Switzerland & Italy

including London for the Chelsea Flower Show



There are two 15th-century buildings connected to the Hotel Cipriani through an ancient 
courtyard and flowered passage-way, with magnificent views overlooking the lagoon and 
St. Mark’s square. 

DAY 10  Monday May 26, 2014 Venice
This morning will be spent exploring some of the beautiful hidden gardens of Venice. 
We meet our guides, members of the Venice Garden Club, who will provide entry to some 
very special and beautiful private gardens. This afternoon is free for individual activity. 
Perhaps enjoy a ride on a gondola on one of the many canals or explore the Doge’s Palace 
or one of the beautiful churches.  

DAY 11  Tuesday May 27, 2014 Ascona
We depart Venice to travel to Verona, the setting for the play Romeo and Juliet, where we 
stop for lunch at leisure. We continue to Ascona, a very picturesque town situated on Lake 
Maggiore in Switzerland, where we stay four nights. The old section of the town has many 
small and attractive winding streets.

DAY 12  Wednesday May 28, 2014 Ascona
This morning we will visit Villa Carlotta, on the west shore of Lake Como. This elegant 
18th-century villa has its own landing place on Lake Como and beautiful views over the 
lake. It was given as a wedding present to Carlotta, Duchess of Saxe-Meningen, who with 
her husband, created the landscape garden and began the botanical collection. Around 
the house an 18th-century formal layout has lemon arbours on the terraces, tall camellia 
hedges and flower beds to suit the architecture. This afternoon, we visit Villa Balbienello, 
located on a small island in Lake Como. Steep steps covered with flowers lead from the 
landing to the garden and villa. The villa perches high above Lake Como and is a fine 
illustration of neo-classical blending of the picturesque landscape with architecture. 
The tour manager will meet in the lobby those wishing to dine with the group. 

DAY 13  Thursday May 29, 2014  Ascona
We will have a free morning to explore Ascona, perhaps enjoy a ferry ride on Lake Maggiore. 
In the afternoon we visit Isole di San Pancrazio on Lake Maggiore. This botanical garden 
designed by Baroness Antoinette de Saint-Leger is comprised of 1600 different plant species. 
During the four decades she gardened on the island she made it into her personal paradise.

DAY 14  Friday May 30, 2014 Ascona
This morning we will drive to the beautiful town of Stresa. We go by boat to Isola Bella, 
the most spectacular of the Borromean Islands. The magnificent villa is surrounded by 
one of the most dramatic 17th-century gardens in Italy, with 10 terraces rising like a ship’s 
prow in the reflecting waters of the lake. Masses of roses and perfumed plants set among 
superb statues and fountains make this a garden to remember. We visit the nearby island 
Isola Madre. This very different garden has lush sub-tropical planting of ornamental trees 
and shrubs including a swamp cypress, which was blown down in a storm in 2010 and has 
been salvaged with cables securing it at the cost of thousands of euros. Around the edge of 
the garden there is a very interesting botanical walk.  

DAY 15  Saturday May 31, 2014 Siena
This morning we travel south to Siena. We will stop on our journey to explore Villa 
Gamberaia, set in classic olive-grove country. Restored to its 16th-century splendour, the 
garden is small but idyllic. The main terrace is laid out with parterres de broderie and the 
water gardens are reminiscent of Persian reflecting pools. We continue to Siena, where the 
tour manager will show tour members good value restaurants for dinner.

DAY 16  Sunday June 1, 2014 Siena
This morning a local guide will introduce us to the major sights of the city, including the 
the magnificent Piazza del Campo renown for the famous Palio horse race held in the 
Campo and its splendid civic tower and the enormous, partially completed Duoma. Siena 
is also home to the oldest bank in the world. This afternoon will be free for individual 
exploration.

DAY 17  Monday June 2, 2014 Siena 
This morning we will visit Villa Cetinale, built in the 15th century by the Chigi family, 
bankers and money lenders for Popes and English kings. Additions to the original 
house and garden were carried out by Carlo Fontana, who was a pupil of Bernini. In the 
gardens are wonderful statues and the Romitorio, a hermitage where monks lived until 
near the end of the 19th century. To the north of the villa is the Holy Wood, which has 
wide green rides and footpaths and statues of hermits, saints and chapels with frescoes 
representing the Seven Sorrows of the Virgin. Lord Lambton bought Vila Cetinale from 
the Chigi family in 1977 and since then the gardens have been immaculately restored 
and enriched. Lord Lampton died eight years ago. In the afternoon we visit Roseto 
Botanico “Carla Fineschi” at Cavriglia. With more than 6500 different roses, it is the 
largest private collection in the world. Like a living museum, it presents roses historically 
and botanically, in a lovely setting. 

DAY 18  Tuesday June 3, 2014  Rome
We depart Siena this morning and travel to Rome. We will visit the magnificent gardens 
of Villa Lante near Viterbo on the journey. This is a perfect Renaissance garden in which 
murmuring water, flashing fountains, shade and sunlight alternate under vast plane 
trees. We arrive in Rome late afternoon, where we stay for two nights.

DAY 19  Wednesday June 4, 2014 Rome
This morning we will enjoy a sightseeing tour of the eternal city of Rome. Highlights 
include the Coliseum, the Vatican and St Peter’s Basilica before we walk through the old 
town to see the Spanish Steps, Piazza Navona and the Pantheon, one of the few perfectly 
preserved ancient Roman buildings. We travel south this afternoon to visit the unique 
Giardino e Rovine di Ninfa. The ruins of Ninfa, a medieval town, were transformed 
into a garden from the 1920s by the Caetani family. Clear streams and waterfalls 
punctuate these romantic gardens, which contain an international collection of plants 
and magnificent trees. Climbing roses, wisteria and clematis scramble across ruined 
walls, and flowering shrubs revel in the fertile woodland conditions. This is a very special 
garden, often voted a favourite on our tours. We will enjoy a farewell dinner to celebrate 
our wonderful time together. D 

DAY 20  Thursday  June 5, 2014 Departure
We will have free time this morning in Rome before travelling to the airport for our flight 
early afternoon.

DAY 21  Friday June 6, 2014 In flight
DAY 22  Saturday June 7, 2014 Australia
We arrive in Australia early morning and tour arrangements conclude. 

Relax and enjoy



TOUR COSTS: The tour costs are based on airfare, general 
transport, accommodation costs and foreign exchange rate at 14 
August 2013. Travelrite reserves the right to alter the costs if any 
of these factors change, giving any passenger that has booked 
the right to withdraw with full refund of monies paid or modify 
arrangements. No alterations to price will be made within 60 days of 
departure from Australia. An additional 1% administration fee will 
be added to payment by Visa and Mastercard and 3% to payment by 
AMEX and Diners.

DEPOSIT AND PAYMENT: A deposit of $800 per passenger is 
required at the time of booking. Full payment will be required 60 
days before departure.

AIR TAXES: from Sydney/Melbourne/Brisbane as listed in the 
itinerary. Please contact us for air taxes from different cities. The 
tour price and air taxes are as 14 August 2013. If they change due to 
government and airline charges and currency variations Travelrite 
International reserves the right to charge additional amounts.  

CANCELLATION CONDITIONS: Cancellations within 60 days of 
departure will result in the loss of all monies paid. Cancellation 
outside 60 days from departure will result in a cancellation fee of 
$800 per person.

TRAVEL INSURANCE: Travel insurance is recommended to cover 
the costs of cancellation fees due to illness, death in family, etc.

MINIMUM TOUR NUMBERS: The tour has been based on a 
minimum number of passengers having booked 60 days prior to 
departure. Travelrite reserves the right to cancel the tour, giving 

a full refund of all monies paid or offer arrangements to proceed 
with the tour at a modified cost.  Travelrite reserves the right to 
change advertised entrances if necessary for the smooth operation 
of the tour. 

REFUNDS: The tour is based on arrangements, which do not allow 
for any refunds in respect to sightseeing, accommodation, meals, 
airfare or other services not utilised after the tour has commenced.

BAGGAGE: All passengers qualify for 20 kilos of free baggage 
allowance on the flight.

RESPONSIBILITIES: Travelrite International Pty Ltd. (Licence 
number 30858) is the tour organiser. Travelrite acts only as an 
agent for passengers in the making of arrangements with carriers, 
hoteliers and others for the tour. As a result we cannot accept liability 
for any act or omission whatsoever, whether negligent or otherwise 
of those carriers, hoteliers or other persons providing services in 
connection with the tour over whom we have no direct or exclusive 
control. We do not accept responsibility for any injury, damage, loss, 
delay, change of schedule or any other events which are beyond 
our direct control, such as, but not limited to, war, terrorism, 
flood, fire, civil disturbance, acts of God, acts of Government, 
or any other authorities, accidents to or failure of machinery or 
equipment, or industrial action. The passage contract in use by 
the carriers concerned, shall constitute the sole contract between 
the transportation companies or firms and the purchasers of these 
tours and the passengers. Baggage is at own risk throughout the 
tour. The contract shall be construed in accordance with the laws 
of the State of Victoria.

HOW TO BOOK: Bookings can be made by sending full names 
and addresses of intending tour members with a deposit of $800 
for the tour to: 

Travelrite International Pty Ltd
423 Whitehorse Road
Balwyn, Victoria 3103
Further information or a booking form can be obtained by contacting 
Travelrite International on the following numbers:

Toll Free: 1800 630 343
Phone: (03) 8803 6868
Fax: (03) 9836 8068
Email: balwyn@travelrite.com.au
www.travelrite.com.au
ABOUT TRAVELRITE INTERNATIONAL: Travelrite International 
Pty Ltd (A.C.N. 005 817 078) is a well established travel company which 
has been operating in the eastern suburbs of Melbourne for more 
than 30 years. It is fully licensed (Licence No. 30858) and has two 
accredited IATA offices – Heathmont and Balwyn. As such, it directly 
represents the major airlines of the world and all major domestic and 
international tour and transport operators. Travelrite International 
has been operating special interest tours for twenty seven years, and 
now runs 60 tours a year. Travelrite International Pty Ltd is a full 
member of the Australian Federation of Travel Agents – AFTA.

General Information and Booking Conditions
Touring can involve a considerable amount of walking and stair climbing in the places visited 
and it is important that all tour participants have a level of physical fitness that allows them to 
take part in this tour without the need of assistance from others.

Included in the price:  
• Return economy-class air travel to, in and return from Europe. Passengers will be able to 

extend their stay in Europe at a small extra airfare cost.
• Travel in first-class chartered coach.
• Accommodation in first-class and moderate first-class, centrally located hotels with private 

facilities throughout the tour. Hotel taxes and service charges.
• Buffet or continental breakfasts throughout the tour. A welcome and a farewell dinner. 
• Sightseeing tours, entry to gardens, museums and attractions as detailed in the itinerary.
• Tour leadership by Tony Fawcett.
• Tour management by Travelrite International Pty. Ltd. with a staff member meeting the 

group on arrival in London for the tour.
• A Travelrite travel bag.

Not included in the price are: 
• Air taxes, fuel and government surcharges.
• Travel insurance.
• Meals unless specified in itinerary.
• Sightseeing and general expenses unless specified in the itinerary. 
• Additional travel arrangements not in the detailed itinerary will be 

quoted for separately.

Extending: You can stay longer in Europe for minimal extra cost. If you wanted to travel 
on another Travelrite International tour and some days overlap, we will give you a price 
for the combined tours. Please contact Travelrite on 1800 630 343 for more information.

with Tony Fawcett – May 17 to June 7, 2014

The price per person for the European garden tour $ 9975
Single supplement $ 2200
Air taxes, fuel and government surcharges at 14/8/2013 $ 253

Please call for Business class fares

England, Switzerland & Italy
including London for the Chelsea Flower Show

2014 Garden Tour of 


