
         

  

 AUSTRALIAN LANDSCAPE CONFERENCE TOURS 

In conjunction with the  

AUSTRALIAN GARDEN HISTORY SOCIETY          Tour Itineraries 
 

 

   WONDERS OF SOUTH AMERICA, 2014 

1. Colombia: Earthly Paradise 4–13 September, 2014  

Bogota, Pereira (coffee plantations) and Cartagena  

2. Peru: In the Footsteps of the Incas 13–22 September, 2014    

Lima, The Inca Trail, Machu Picchu, Ollantaytambo, Sacred Valley and Cusco   

3. Gardens of Paradise: A General Cultural Tour  22 Sept–11 Oct, 2014 (20 days). ‘Gardens Tour’. 

Chile (Santiago, Bahia Azul, Zapallar, Viña del Mare, Valparaiso, and Maipo Valley;  

Brazil (Rio de Janeiro, Petrópolis); Argentina (Iguazu Falls & Buenos Aires) 

 

 

These exclusive and limited tours provide outstanding introductions to pre-Columbian civilisations, natural wonders of 

South America, unique gardens and so much else.  They are journeys of the imagination  

and the mind - rich in layers of history and cultural interest.   

We visit properties, designers and gardens which are unique - and exclusive to these tours. 

 
 

 
Juan Grimm’s own garden overlooking the Pacific 

_______________ 

For information: phone (03) 9804 8915 warwick@bloomings.com.au 

 www.landscapeconference.com/alctours 

 

mailto:warwick@bloomings.com.au
http://www.landscapeconference.com/alctours
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Gardens of Paradise:  
A General Cultural Tour  

(The ‘Gardens Tour’ ) 
Central Chile; Rio de Janeiro, Petrópolis, 

Brazil; Iguazú Falls, Buenos Aires, Argentina       

22 Sept–11 Oct, 2014 (20 days) 

                                                                                  
Tacaruna, Petrópolis, Brazil.  A Roberto Burle Marx garden, Oscar Niemeyer  

dwelling and Mother Nature 

 

 

 

                                                     SUMMARY  

  

 HE MAGNIFICENT LANDSCAPES, 
GARDENS  and cities of South America provide 
the central theme for this tour. In Chile, leading 
designer Juan Grimm guides us to both country 

and city gardens, to hacienda gardens and his own brilliant 
retreat overlooking the Pacific. We visit the historic 
bohemian port of Valparaiso, the idyllic seaside village of 
Zapallar, the gracious historic Santa Rita Vineyard Estancia 
and glimpse the Chilean soul through writers like Pablo 
Neruda and Isabelle Allende.                           .            
    We journey to Rio de Janeiro to visit the finest gardens 

designed by Roberto Burle Marx − perhaps the finest 

landscape designer of last century − who often teamed 
with brilliant architect Oscar Niemeyer. Both were 
profoundly affected by the power and beauty of Brazil 
and the voluptuous landforms of Rio de Janeiro.             .     
   We have six days in magical Rio where we experience 

Marx’s vibrant Brazilian flora and brilliant civic designs − 
like the swirling mosaic promenade along the Copacabana 
beach. We see how his cubist garden designs were 
‘painted with plants’ and visit his own unique garden-
studio-nursery complex at the Sítio (Garden of Wonders). 
We see historic and modern gardens, a vibrant favela, and 
the treasured Burle Marx hill station gardens of Teresópolis 
and Petrópolis.                                                          .    
   We leave sensuous Rio for one of the great natural 

wonders of the world − the astonishing Iguazu Falls amidst  

 

 

beautiful tropical landscapes.  In Buenos Aires, ‘Paris of the 
South’, we tour the parks of Palermo, Puerto Madero (the 
rejuvenated port), colourful streets of San Telmo and La 
Boca and jostle through antique markets. We see galleries 
of Latin American art and ponder that national icon, Eva 
Peron, and explore her Museum and Mausoleum in the 
famed Recoleta Cemetery.                                               .                .  

    Of course, we will enjoy wonderful historic cafes and 
restaurants with Latin American cuisine, some marvellous 
wines, galleries, the famed Teatro Colon Opera House, the 
pulsating samba music of Rio and a night of riveting 
tango.  We travel in luxury coaches and very much enjoy 

staying in some simply marvellous 4−5 star hotels.         .       
   We have special presentations from designers and 
experts  and we explore themes of art, literature, politics 
and national identity.                                               . 
   But the unique feature of this tour is visiting the finest 
gardens in South America, of which 18 are privately 
owned.  We talk with designers and owners and absorb 
their worlds. It is a thoughtful, provocative and personal 
tour. These people are our friends and our visits are 
strictly limited.                                          .           
   We know of no other tour so well priced offering 
comparable attractions, facilities and access to such 
wonderful gardens and fascinating South Americans.         .       
 

                                      Warwick and Sue Forge  

 
 

T 
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TOUR ITINERARIES, 2014   
  
   These programs are based on early 2014 
planning.  There will be minor changes to  
dates and activities depending upon 
owners’ wishes, etc.  However, the 
internal flights, hotels and most of the 
activities listed are finalised. The number 
of meals will not vary, and a final daily 
program is provided before departure.   
 

Meals included in the tour price are:  
B = breakfast; L =  lunch and  
D = dinner (evening meal).   
 

GARDENS TOUR  22 Sep–11 Oct 

Chile, Rio de Janeiro, Iguazu and 
Buenos Aires  

 

  ‘this elongated country is like an island, 
separated on the north from the rest of the 
continent by the Atacama Desert—the driest in 
the world.. To the east rises the cordillera of the 
Andes, a formidable mass of rock and eternal 
snows, and to the west the abrupt coastline of the 
Pacific Ocean. Below, to the south, lie the 
solitudes of Antarctica. This nation of dramatic 
topography and diverse climates, studded with 
capricious obstacles and shaken by the sighs of 
hundreds of volcanoes,.. is unified top to tail by 
the obstinate sense of nationhood of its 
inhabitants’.  

— Isabel Allende 
   We may ponder these words as we learn 
more about our Chilean friends with 
whom we have so much in common. 
 

Day 1: Mon 22 Sept Santiago 
   Travellers arrive in Santiago from 
various destinations and transfer to The 
Aubrey, an exceptional hotel in the 
historic Bellavista precinct. Some will 
arrive late and no official welcome is 
planned.   
 

Day 2: Tue 23 Sept Santiago  
Our guide, Dr Rudolf Thomann, takes us 
on a city tour starting at the Plaza da 
Armas. We lunch at the iconic Confiteria 
Torres and then visit the cerro Santa Lucia 
(hill) and if time permits, to the San 
Cristobal hill with the funicular.       BL        

       Historic estancia, Santiago 
 
Day 3: Wed 24 Sept. Santiago    
Juan Grimm will show us two recent 
lovely homes and gardens in fashionable 
Las Condes.  Then to one of Chile’s most 
remarkable and intact private 18th Cent 
estancias complete with chapel, 
outbuildings and extensive c.1900 gardens 
of varying character. In bohemian 
Bellavista, we lunch at our favourite 
‘Chocolate Restaurant’.   
   We then tour nearby La Chascona -  
former home of Pablo Neruda with its 
eclectic collection. 
   In the evening, we have two 

presentations, The Natural Wonders of 
Chile by Rudolf Thomann and Landscape 
and garden design in Chile by Paz 
Hormazabel, long time friend and 
colleague of Juan Grimm.               BD 

Day 4:  Thur 25 Sept Bahia Azul − 
Zapallar   
   We drive north to Juan Grimm’s own 

retreat overlooking the Pacific − 
brilliantly integrated within the coastal 
vegetation – an iconic Chilean landscape. 

We lunch at L’Incontro Restaurant at 
Bahia Azul with regional dishes.  We 
visit the lovely property of Maleca 
Schade, with its wonderful views out 
across the Pacific. 
  At the idyllic coastal village of Zapallar, 
we dine at our lovely Isla Seca Hotel.   BLD   
 

 
               
 
Day 5: Fri 26 Sept  Papudo – Quillota   
We visit another Juan Grimm native 

coastal garden at Papudo – a brilliant 
modern house and art collection and then 
dine on local fish at our much loved 
bayside Chiringuito restaurant.                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Then to another very special private 
garden of about 10ha in the Quillota 
valley. Grimm transformed the site with a 

lake and the dwelling nestles within the 
garden, exuding an air of supreme calm.  
   We return to our seaside Isla Seca Hotel. 
Evening free.                BL 
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Day 6: Sat 27  Viña del Mar – 
Valparaíso - Santiago 
   We travel through the popular resort 
city of Viña del Mar on our way to  

Valparaíso – colonial port city – now very 
much a bohemian centre for arts and 
crafts. Once the most important port in 
the Southern Hemisphere it was much 
influenced by the British. We take a 
funicular and view classy old ‘English’ 
houses, art galleries and artisan shops and 
admire the sea view across the port.    
Finally, we tour Neruda’s La Sebastiana, 
with its idiosyncratic maritime collection. 
                             

     

Street art, Valparaiso 

 
   We pass by national parks en route to 

Casablanca Valley – a distinctive cool 

wine region – to the Emiliana Vineyard – 
with its organic and sustainable practices 
and inventive landscape design. We taste 
their wines and consider an early return to  
Santiago for some free time and, perhaps, 
to visit the Los Dominicos Handicraft Village 
and Church.              The Aubrey         BL                    
       
Day 7: Sun 28 Sept, Santa Rita Maipo 
Valley  
   We head south to the Maipo Valley and 
Santa Rita, one of the most historic and 
beautiful vineyard estancias in South 
America. It has excellent wines and by 
special arrangement, we tour the forty 
hectare parkland leading to the old family 
mansion (now private hotel).  The 
beautiful gardens, trees and buildings 
were constructed in the 1880’s. The 
complex is enhanced by an outstanding 
Pre-Colombian museum.   
   We enjoy a splendid lunch at Santa Rita 
with local wines. Those with remaining  
energy may conclude our tour in Chile by 
dining at the Santiago German Club – which 
was established in 1838 - a clear reminder  
of the German influence in Chile.  BL
  

         
Day 8: Mon 29 Sept, Santiago – Rio de 
Janeiro 

   We fly into Rio de Janeiro – with its 
unrivalled setting of bays and mountains. 
We can soon see how the landscapes 
influenced Roberto Burle Marx,  ‘,it is a 
country of action and passion, nourished by hopes 
and dreams. All these characteristics are present 
in (his work). He lived in Rio de Janeiro, where 
the landscape is omnipresent... with its huge bay 
and granite hills in dramatic and voluptuous 
formations…’ 
   Marta Montero was writing of Burle 
Marx but the same was true for architect 
Oscar Niemeyer and many others. Burle 
Marx with the Flamengo Parque gave us 
Ipanema, Copacabana, avenues, parks and 

gardens as we know them today – a 
wonderful conjunction of mountains, sea 
and beaches which translates to warm, 
friendly and passionate peoples.  

Sheraton Rio Hotel & Resort, Leblon  
                                                        BD  
   
Day 9: Tue 30 Sept, Rio de Janeiro    
   This is designated as a ‘free day’ but 
we may visit some of Burle Marx’s civic 

works – Petrobrás Headquarters, BNDS 
Bldg. and the Tram Centre. We visit the 
new Cathedral, then lunch at the Colombo 
Restaurant – a gorgeous historic café.   
Then on to the funicular railway to the 
giant landmark Christ the Redeemer Statue, 
for breathtaking views of the Atlantic 
Ocean, surrounding beaches and bays.  
   Tonight we may visit the Vinicius Bar to 
learn something of the composer, 
playwright and poet Vinicius de Moraes -
that charismatic figure who contributed 

to the development of Bossa Nova and 
co-wrote Black Orpheus and The Girl from 
Ipanema.                                             BL                 
 

 
 
 
Day 10: Wed 1 Oct Rio de Janeiro  
   First, to the Institute of Moreira Sales 
Museum – a superb gallery and building 
with Burle Marx landscaping and his 
ceramic frescoes. Then to the Tijuka 
National Park. Deep within this great 
tropical forest we visit a superb mountain 
retreat in a ‘bungalow style dwelling’.  It 
sits within a tropical forest next to a 
flowing stream surrounded within a Burle 
Marx garden.  We lunch at the historic Os 
Esquilos and depart for Jardim Botanico –the 
finest botanic gardens in South America, 
with its mighty avenues of Imperial 
Palms.  
   This evening, dance lovers may choose 
to attend the Plataforma show - good 
healthy fun and the best opportunity to 
see the girls dress up for Carnavale!    BL 
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          The Sitio, ‘Garden of Wonders’   
   
Day 11: Thur 2 Oct Rio de Janeiro 
   We visit Burle Marx’s Sítio  (Garden of 
Wonders) – 40ha of gardens, dwelling, 
studio, chapel and nursery where he 
propagated Amazonian plants. We see his 
paintings, his plants (over 3,500 species) 
and religious and other collections. 
Returning to Rio we visit Burle Marx’s 
Flamengo Park with its reclaimed 
embankment and his Modern Art Museum 
(1958) gardens.  This afternoon some 
may visit the Rocinha favela, one of many 
which cling to Rio’s steep hillsides. Rio’s 
favelas spawned the famous Carnavale 
and provided the setting for Black Orpheus.  
   An alternative would be to visit the 
superb Niteroi Contemporary Art 
Museum by Oscar Niemeyer.              B 
 
Day 12, Fri 3 Oct  Teresópolis and  
Petrópolis   
   We leave sultry Rio for the cool hill-
stations where Rio’s elite have escaped 
the summer heat for centuries. Burle 
Marx had ample space for his curvilinear 
designs, lakes and abstract planting 
schemes in these extensive gardens.  
   We will visit two or three gardens 
including Tarcaruna – that sublime 
conjunction of nature, garden and 
building (by Oscar Niemeyer).           B 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Garden at Petropolis   Photo: Kim Rabbidge 
 
Day 13: Sat 4 Oct  Rio de Janeiro   
   A free day! But there are heaps of 
suggestions for you including a twilight 
drink at Mt Sugarloaf via the cable car 
looking down back at Rio, with its 
necklaces of lights twinkling around those 
magic bays. Tonight we dine at the Rio  
 
 

 
Scenarium in historic Lapa, with its 
antiques, Brazilian music, song and dance.                                                                 
                                                           BD 

Day 14: Sun 5 Oct Rio – Iguazú Falls 
   We fly to one of the great wonders of 

the world, the Iguazú Falls – the largest 

anywhere – amidst two national parks of 
tropical forests on the border between 
Brazil and Argentina. This is valuable 
habitat for many rare and endangered 
species and today we tour the Brazil side 
of the falls. We then cross into Argentina  
and settle in at the Sheraton Hotel with 
our fabulous views of the Iguazú Falls!     
                     BD                                          
 
Day 15: Mon 6 Oct, Iguazú Falls  
   We will enjoy walks along the catwalks 
and falls including The Devil’s Throat – 
largest of them all with its 82 metre high, 
150 metre wide and 700 metre long 
cataract.  The sound is deafening as the 
water crashes below and the spray and 
general turmoil provides great mists, 
rainbows and shrieking birds. Few will 
resist the heady sensation of an 
Adventure Ride-in a boat which plunges 
into and behind one of these mighty falls.                                             
             B  
      
 

            Oscar Niemeyer’s Niteroi Museum 
 
                                                         Iguazu Falls 

   
Day 16 Tue 7  Oct  
Iguazú Falls – Buenos Aires  
   This morning we are free to enjoy 
Iguazú before an early afternoon flight to 
Buenos Aires where we will have an 
orientation tour if time permits.  
   Argentina is a vast country with a huge 
range of climates and landforms. From 
the steamy north-eastern jungles to the 
desert highland steppes through endless 
grasslands southwards to windswept 
Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego at the 
southern tip.    BD 
  
 

                
Native Jacarandas blooming in Buenos Aires  
 
   
 

 

       2013 tour group at La Compana National Park 

                                             Photo: Kim Rabbidge   
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       Estancia garden, Chile. Photo: Kim Rabbidge 
   However, Buenos Aires is a heady 
cosmopolitan city with fine European 
architecture and lifestyles greatly 
influenced by Italian and Spanish 
migrants with a penchant for the English. 
     We exchange the Samba for the Tango 
and Burle Marx for Charles Thays who 
was responsible for establishing most of 
the parks in Buenos Aires. We dine this 
evening at Piegari Vitello & Dolce Restaurant, 
for some typical Argentinian food.     BD 
                    
   

Day 17: Wed 8 Oct, Buenos Aires      
   Clara Billoch leads us on one of her 
exciting tours of designed private gardens 
in Buenos Aires.  In the evening, we will 
enjoy a traditional home cooked 
Argentinian meal with Clara in her garden 
en famille – enjoying the best beef in the 
world!    
                  BLD 
[ 

Day 18: Thur 9 Oct, Buenos Aires  
We tour Buenos Aires, the ‘Paris of the 
South’, through tree lined avenues and 
historic buildings (some still bearing 
cannon damage from the revolution)  
and stop for coffee at Café Tortoni (1858) -

– haven for artists, politicians and 
intellectuals.  

 

 

  
 
 
 

 

 

 

         ‘I will come again. I will be millions’.  
                             — Eva Peron (‘Evita’).  
     Indeed, millions did attend her funeral.                                                                                                 

   Then to the MALBA Museum with its 
exhibitions of Latin American Art. We 
may choose to visit another of their fine 
galleries, such as The Proa or the new 
Faena Arts Centre at Puerto Madero.  
   Then to San Telmo’s Antique Market for 
lively stalls, handicrafts and street tango.  
  We press on to the Eva Peron Museum, 
plus a visit to her tomb at the amazing La 
Recoleta Cemetery.  We reflect upon the life 
of Eva Peron who remains embedded 
within the Argentine consciousness today. 
                        BL 

Day 19: Fri 10 Oct  
   This is a free day - the last day of a busy 
tour and we are at leisure.    There are 
many touring possibilities and small 
groups can be arranged either with or 
without guides.  For example, San Antonio 
de Areco, ‘home of Argentina’s gauchos’, is 
a 90 min drive into the country.  It is a 
charming historic town with old estancias 
(horse ranches) with good lunches. There 
is also the Villa Maria estancia with its 
lovely parklands for a very upmarket (and 
expensive) meal only 45 mins away.  
   There are wonderful walks you can join, 
and shopping precincts to explore. We do 
enjoy a wonderful exchange rate! Some 
may choose to tour lovely Palermo or 
stroll through historic La Boca and down 
to the Puerto Madero… 
   There we may visit the Parque de la 
Memoria de Buenos Aires, (1997) with its 
continuing sculptural commissions 
commemorating 30,000 people killed by 
Argentina’s military junta and ‘Dirty War’ 
from 1976 to 1983 – a brutal campaign of 
political repression, terror, kidnapping, 
torture and murder in Argentina.  
   Buenos Aires has the biggest cattle 
market in the world and those wishing to 
attend, should advise well in advance to 
enable booking. 
   Another delightful prospect is to visit 
Colonia del Sacramento, Uruguay.  
At Puerto Madero we catch the catamaran 
ferry (1 hour) across the Rio de Plata to 
Colonia, Uruguay’s oldest port settlement 
and subject to centuries of warring 
conflicts between Portugal and Spain.  
 

                Colonia del Sacramento 

  Some say it reminds them of Old Lisbon 
and it certainly exudes history and charm 
with its old cobbled streets and 
Spanish/Portuguese architecture. It has 
been rated, ‘one of the most beautiful and 

understated towns on the whole continent..’ and 
time seems to stand still as we saunter 
around this beautiful old colonial port.  
   It is a UNESCO World Heritage City 
from where we may reflect upon the early 
colonial struggles in South America. In 
1774 Arthur Phillip, then a captain with 
the Portuguese navy, served in the war 
against Spain and relieved the garrison at 
Colonia where he served with distinction 
for some time.  It proved an excellent 
grooming for his appointment as 
Governor with Australia’s First Fleet. 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

      
 

   For our farewell evening together we 
will treat ourselves to a special evening of 
tango at the Gala Tango over dinner.  

There is a side to the Porteno psyche that 

is only perceived through this brilliant, 
sensuous and melancholic dance form.   
             BD                                                         
                       

 
  Clara Billoch’s garden with its potager, 
ornamental plantings and barbeque area 
provides a wonderful venue for parties 
for friends and families. 

 
 
Day 20: Sat 11 Oct     
   We say farewell to many of our 
travellers as they transfer to the airport 
for their departures.       B 
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PERU 
 

The Peru that was conquered was the last advanced civilisation completely isolated 
from the rest of mankind. But although the story of the conquest is fantastic, the 
participants were real men1. 
        - John Hemming 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     No journey to South America is complete without encountering the Incas of 
Peru.  It is a remarkable experience for the thoughtful visitor to Peru.  It is all so 
recent, vivid and immediate.  
   Their descendants are everywhere in the Andes, and everywhere - we are in 
contact with them - the busy markets in Cusco, the unique drystone buildings, their 
weaving, pottery, great terraced hillsides, the Inca trails which still spread out 
around the countryside for thousands of kilometres, in the Sacred Valley and above 
all, perhaps, in their breathtaking citadel complexes such as Ollyantayambo and 
Machu Picchu from which we may begin to comprehend their mystic union with the 
spirits of these mountains. 
   The history of Inca Civilisation is a gripping narrative – its rapid growth to 
become one of the largest in the history of mankind and its sudden overthrow by 
the venal, conquering Spanish who raped, enslaved, pillaged and murdered the 
luckless inhabitants who in so many ways, were more civilised than the Spanish.   
   Our tour is designed to provide a window into the Inca world.                                        
 

 

                                                           
1 The Conquest of the Incas, p18.  
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2. PERU TOUR  13-22 Sept 

In the footsteps of the Incas    
  ‘Peru has it all’, Lonely Planet tells us. 

..‘Mystical archeological sites, amazing 
Amazonian rainforest, the worlds’ highest 
tropical mountains and an endless desert 
coastline… Diverse and welcoming peoples, 
even varied wildlife…  
   They omitted to mention Peru’s 
cuisine - the finest in South America!   
   Our Peru tour is for normal travellers 
in good health.  It is not a challenging 
‘adventure tour’.    These notes need to 
be read in conjunction with the World 
Expeditions Program. 

Day 1:  Sat 13 Sep Lima (Peru) 
   Travellers arrive on various flights 
from Australia and elsewhere.  
   There will be time for a welcome 
drink and introduction before most of 
us seek an early night. 
   Hotel Atton, Lima 
       
Day 2: Sun 14 Sep  Lima 
  Today provides an introduction to 
some of Lima’s highlights. The Casa 
Aliaga historic residence enclosed 
within the heart of Lima provides a 
window into centuries of gracious 
living.  We then depart for the Mistura 
Festival – the most successful culinary 
festival in South America. Peru’s rich 
biodiversity and vast culinary wealth are 
showcased at Mistura.  
   There are sections dedicated to  
chocolate (Choco Expo Perú), bread (El 
Mundo del Pan), quinoa (Mundo Quinua), 
and coffee (Mundo del Café). About 350 
producers from all regions – the coast, 
sierra, and jungle attend, with more 
than 50 restaurants, 70 trucks and 
about 16 rustic kitchens. Gastronomic, 
music and cultural presentations should 
be great fun and very filling.  BD 
 

 
 

   Avid foodies who arrive early, could 
consider a meal at Gaston Acurio’s 
Astrid y Gaston (ranked 14th in the 
world).     
                                     

   Next stop by special arrangement is 
the private Amano Museum with its 
famed ceramics and textiles, arranged 
chronologically to illustrate the 
development of weaving throughout 
Peru's pre-Columbian cultures. 
   Finally, we depart for the Larco  
Hererra Museum – one of the finest Pre-
Colombian museums in South America 
where we will dine at its beautiful 
restaurant.  Hotel Atton, Lima  BD 
 

Day 3: Mon 15 Sep.  The Andes 
   We have an early start for our flight 
to Cusco, former capital of the mighty 
Inca Empire. We are there met by our 
guide and immediately board our coach 
and travel down to the Sacred Valley 
where we can relax in a lush green 
garden with regional food.  
   We depart on the Vistadome train to 
take us through the Andes and Inca 
settlements to Aguas Calientes, the last 
hillside village close to Machu Picchu.BD   
 

The Inka Trail – One Day Option        
   The Incas were second only to the 
Romans for their superb stone roads 
which connected their Empire-from 
Colombia in the north–to Chile in the 
south. Roads extended over some 25-
30,000 kms in total. The Inca Trail, 
commencing in the Sacred Valley and 
culminating at Machu Picchu, has 
spectacular mountain landscapes, 
suspension bridges, dramatic terracing 
and major archeological sites.  
   It is the best preserved remnant of 
the Inca roads–and one of the world’s 
most significant walks.  We do not have 
the necessary 4-5 days to walk the Inca 
Trail, but keen and fit walkers, may 
alight from our train at the 104km stage 
and walk the last day’s trek of 
approximately 10km. 
   This should take some 5-8 hours 
depending on our walking pace. The 
trail includes many up and down 
sections, some uneven stony surfaces 
and is at an altitude of about 2,700m 
maximum which means you may 
experience some symptoms and you 
require a good level of fitness.  
   You will walk over the very stones 
the Inca warriors trod for some 700 
years! The Trail ends in a steep climb 
up to the Inca Sun Gate from which 
the most astonishing view unfolds of 
Machu Picchu below!  It is an 
incomparable moment which we can 
share with the Incas–for whom these 
mountains meant everything.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
  
  
         End of the Inca Trail at the Sun Gate 
 
   We hope to meet the rest of the party 
at this point. They will have completed 
their journey long before.                                                                                                                                       
   You will need a special Inca permit 
for this walk which has limited places 
and you should apply as soon as 
possible. The cost of this optional 
walk (for permit and guide) is $130.  
   This evening we settle in for a 
beautiful meal to celebrate our arrival at 
one of our very favourite hotels - the 
Inketerra Pueblo, Aguas Calientes          BD    

 

               The Inketerra Pueble Hotel  

And then up the ladder of the earth I climbed 
through the horrible thicket of the lost jungles 
to you, Machu Picchu. 
Tall city of stones stacked up in steps, 
at last a dwelling where what is earthly  
was not hidden under slumbering clothes.  
In you, like two parallel lines, 
the cradle of lightning and humanity 
rocking together in a thorny wind. 
 

Mother of stone, spume of the condors. 
 

Highest reef of the human dawn… 
                                  — Pablo Neruda 
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Days 4-5 Tue and Wed 16-17  Sep 
Aguas Calientes 
   We devote these days to touring 
Machu Picchu, nature walks and feeding 
the endangered Spectacle Bears who are 
part of the hotel’s recovery plan. And 
you may choose to relax in the hot 
springs!   
   Our program will vary depending on 
the changing weather. 
   For those who do not suffer from 
vertigo, there is the option of climbing  
Huayna Picchu, that very steep mountain 
behind Machu Picchu. Note - a permit in 
advance costing US$12.00 is required. 
Inketerra Pueblo, Aguas Calientes      BD (2)    

 

 

 

 

 

                The Spectacled Bear 

 

Day 6 Thur 18 Sep Sacred Valley, 
   There will be time for one last visit to 
Machu Picchu perhaps, prior to our 
departure back on the vistadome. 
   We return to the Sacred Valley and to 
the magnificent Ollantaytambo – the great 
citadel where the Incas had their only 
victory over the marauding Spanish 
forces.  
   We visit the village with its superbly 
preserved stone streets and houses and 
may visit the work of one of Peru’s most 
famous potters.   
Pakaritampu, Ollantaytambo Hotel        B 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 7 Fri 19 Sep  Sacred Valley 
We then journey back to Cusco making 
various stops and detours to visit 
domestic weavers, villages, salt pools 
and the ancient Moray complex.  The 
landscapes for this journey are often 
through unspoilt valleys with majestic 
mountains providing a magnificent 
backdrop.   
   We arrive in Cusco and to the - 
Casa Andina Private Collection Hotel     BL 

 
         The Moray agricultural complex 

Day 8 Sat 20 Sept  Cusco   
   This former capital of the Inca Empire 
- largest of the Pre-Columbian 
civilisations - and in most respects, as 
sophisticated and organised as those of 
Europe. The Incas had a nobility, 
armies, bureaucracy and religion but 
without horses, armour and modern 
weapons, were no match for the 
ruthless, exploitative Spanish who 
relentlessly pursued power, gold and 
silver and offered little more than 
Christianity as a palliative for the 
conquered.  
    Cusco has a range of colourful plazas, 
markets, churches, Inca museums and 
sites, shopping areas, restaurants and 
other places of special interest to keep 
us occupied today. 
    In the evening, we will dine at the 
historic Monasterio Hotel (former Inca 
Amaru Qhalas’s Palace) and relax with 
opera singers for company.            BD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 9 Sun 21 Sep 
   Today may be treated as a free day 
to relax, shop etc. or it can be 
occupied with tours with our guides as 
we wish.  There is much to see with  
key Inca sites, superb Inca buildings 
constructed with local stone, 
museums, Spanish churches and other 
places of special interest.  
   Shopping expeditions for knitwear, 
silver and precious stones are also very 
successful.              B 
 
 

              Costumed girls, Cusco 

 
Day 10 Mon 22 Sep 
  We depart for Santiago, Chile (via 
Lima), in preparation for the  ‘Gardens 
Tour’ or to return home. 
            B 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

This exquisite, bead, in the form of an 
owl’s head, adorns the front cover of 
the wonderful catalogue book, Gold and 
the Incas: Lost Worlds of Peru – an 
exhibition currently showing at the 
National Gallery of Australia2.  If you 
cannot visit the exhibition, you should 
still obtain this superb book which is 
eautifully produced, inspiring, 
informative and inexpensive! 

                                                           
2 Provenance for this bead is – Ministerio de 

Cultura del Perú: Museo Tumbas Reales de 
Sipán, Lambayeque. 



COLOMBIA 
 
The admiral could hardly believe his eyes.  ..he gazed with awe at the rustic huts 
surrounded by gardens from which all possible colours and aromas emanated.  …no one 
spoke while the stately Admiral with clear eyes and restless heart knelt down among the 
blossoms, picked one, smelled it, and – as he would later tell the Queen herself – for a 
time felt that the entire world had disappeared and that the sailors and the ship and the 
waves crashing against the rocks had faded before the flower he had held for a few 
moments in his hands. 
   Christopher Columbus, gone before he realised that he had discovered a continent, was 
paying homage to the sensitivity of American natives, who for centuries past had centered 
their daily life around the care of variegated gardens. 
   ..later when their fright at the Admiral’s red beard and hair had subsided, the Indians 
approached him and favoured him with flowers. That simple act reaffirmed a deeply rooted 
custom of theirs: flowers, and the pursuit of a rustic but lovely pleasure in those gardens 
that Conquistadores would find wherever they went in the New World. 
   For it is no secret that the Indian inhabitants of  …Colombia, Peru and Mexico 
…asserted their creativity in the decoration of their houses with blossoms3. 

 
   Colombia enjoys almost every ecosystem 
known to man and over 130,000 plant 
species have been described.  No other 
country is so richly endowed for plant and 
bird species based on land area. It is a 
prodigious bounty!  
   Flower culture was fundamental to their 
lives – in their religion, festivals, art and 
lifestyle - their clothes and bodies were 
regularly adorned with flowers. This 
culture quickly found a responsive chord 
with the conquering Spaniards4.  
   But Colombia has so much else to boast 
of.  It has well-educated and sophisticated 
people interested in the arts and 
education.  It has a rich history and 
Cartagena is ‘the most architecturally 
significant remnant of Spanish  
architecture on the continent..’   
   There is also La Zona Cafetera – heart of the coffee growing country – which is 
beautiful, fertile and undulating country with authentic fincas (coffee estancias) to 
stay and to enjoy the virtues of the magic bean.  There are wonderful national  

                                                           
3 p15-16 from Colombia – land of Flowers, by Alberto Duque López [Villegas editores], publ 1990. 
4 The native curuba (passion flower) and the passiflora of the Llanos Orientales, p62, Colombia: land of 
Flowers, by Alberto Duque López [Villegas editores], publ 1990. The original plates were first published in 
the The Royal Botanical Expedition of the Kingdom of New Granada.  
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parks, fabulous beaches and some great 
art.  On the cool temperate plateau 
around Bogota, the soils and climate are 
excellent and the rainfall regular.  They 
can grow most anything! 
   Given this background it is not 
surprising that Colombia has a proud  
network of national parks, of public 
parks, tree lined avenues and fine  

A wonderfully conserved patio garden which forms part of an  
old estancia in Bogota – over 300 years old, to which we have  
special access. 

private gardens – both city and country.  The country estancias and fincas are rich 
with history, noble trees and cultural overlays.  
   A romantic garden at Pereira is described, The immense trees of tropical temperate 
climates, ceibas, samanes, caracolies, shelter in their endless branches hanging gardens of 
hallucinating beauty. Bromeliads orchids, ferns are the customary inhabitants of these epiphytic 
gardens5. 
   Established gardens are often well 
grounded in European traditions but in 
the country they are often blessed with 
tropical plantings.  We find sculptures and 
ornaments are usually classical in style, 
with vistas, garden bedding and patio 
gardens with their Spanish influences.  
 

          Candelaria, Bogota  
    
 
   But there are also exciting new designers 
and landscapes and Diana Wiesner in 
Bogota is an outstanding example with her 
social conscience driving community 
projects and cutting-edge designs for 
public buildings - including two wonderful 
new library complexes.   
  

 
   An imaginative restaurant in Bogota where the waiters  
(university students), are also actors and musicians, with  
bizarre costumes to entertain!  And the food – is superb! 

 

                                                           
5 Gardens of Colombia [Villegas editors]. 



Colombia Program 
 

Our Colombia Tour Program will be provided to travellers in more detail but in brief:- 
 
4-8 Sept – Bogota area – to include downtown walking 
tour of historic precinct including the fabulous Gold 
Museum (Museo del Oro), Fernando Botero Museum, 
Candelaria Artists Colony, various private properties and 
gardens, Bogota Botanic Gardens, at least one of Diana 
Wiesner’s contemporary landscape projects in addition 
to the Casa Bolivar and the rehabilitation project at the 
Monserrate Mountain which dominates the capital.    
      
                        A very special, rambling old estancia,  
                      with gardens that sweep down to a   
                                huge ornamental lake. 

 
 
 
8-9 Sep Pereira and Armenia  La Zona 
Cafetera – two established estancias with  
gardens, the Quindio Botanic Gardens and a 
fascinating finca (coffee plantation). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   Butterfly enclosure, Quindio B.G. 
 
 
 
 
 
10-12 Sept Cartagena  We have three nights for 
enjoying the Old Town at Cartagena – a wonderful 
Spanish architectural legacy and a fascinating old port 
in which to relax. 
 
 
 

                              Cartagena 

 
 
 
 

            Undulating rich soils in the La Zona Cafetera 
 
 
13 Sept Transfer to Lima, Peru.                 Guillermo Londono, artist  

                   and special friend in Bogota 
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   GENERAL TOUR INFORMATION 
 
 

TOUR LEADERS, GUEST 
LECTURERS AND SPECIALIST 
GUIDES  
  Tour Leader Warwick Forge is 
Director of the Australian Landscape 
Conference, book publisher, former 
lawyer, Asst. Administrator of the 
National Trust (Vic), Director of the 
Trust for Nature and lawyer.  He was 
awarded the Centenary Medal in 2000 
for his contribution to Australia’s built 
and natural environment.  
 

 
 
  Warwick’s interest in Latin America 
was sparked by the brilliant Juan  
Grimm when he came to Australia for 
the 2005 Conference.  
   Warwick is an inveterate traveller 
and tour leader (six times) to South 
America and has brought four Latin 
American speakers to Australia for the 
ALC Conferences.  
  Sue Forge, Co-Tour  Leader, and 
Warwick’s wife and business partner, 
has a keen interest  in gardens and 
design,  is an accountant, shares 
responsibility for tour management 
and for keeping everyone happy!  
   She is usually well informed 
concerning the arts, handicrafts, 
restaurants and great shopping tours! 
  Juan Grimm is a brilliant Chilean 
landscape architect who has designed 
over 300 gardens in Chile, Argentina, 
Uruguay and Peru.    He has profound 

appreciation for 
the Chilean flora 
and landscapes 
which he 
describes as ‘the 
inspiration and 
starting point of 
each work.’   He 
is regarded as 
the greatest 

living garden designer in South 
America. In 2005 and again in 2013, he 
proved a truly inspirational speaker at 
the ALC Conference.  
   Juan will introduce tour members to 
his gardens and outline his design  
philosophy. 
   Dr Rudolf 
Thomann is a 
biologist. with an 
extensive 
knowledge of 
the flora and 
fauna of Chile 
and a sound general knowledge of the 
country.  
   He has been involved with eco-
tourism throughout Chile, 
environmental impact assessments, 
leads special interest groups and 
spends summers lecturing on Antarctic 
tourism vessels.    
   The ladies love him reading Pablo 
Neruda in Spanish, and he solves all 
our problems without fuss. 
   Dr Thomann will provide a 
presentation on the natural wonders of 
Chile.   
   In Chile we are also greatly assisted 
by Paz Hormazabel and Malecca 
Angélica Schade. Both are landscape 
architects and colleagues of Juan 
Grimm.  

Isabela and Julio Ono are landscape 
architects and the children of 

Haruyoshi Ono, the 
business partner of 
Roberto Burle Marx 
for almost 30 years.    
Isabela, or brother 
Julio, will 
accompany us to 
various Roberto 
Burle Marx sites. 
 
 

Clara Billoch is an accomplished 
garden designer, horticulturist and 
author in Buenos Aires and she 
provides a wonderful introduction to 
various properties including her own 
very beautiful property where we enjoy 
a typical Argentinian meal en famille - a 
highlight of the tour.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GARDENS TOUR IN BRIEF 
On this 20-day tour we stay in five 
hotels, take three South American 
flights and pursue outdoor walks, 
which may involve uneven terrain, 
stairs and standing time.  
   Since earlier tours, we provide 
superior hotels, presentations by 
leading guest experts, and more meals 
are included.  
   A critical feature of the tour is that 
nearly all of the gardens are privately 
owned. We reveal very little about the 
location and other details of these 
gardens for reasons of security and 
privacy, which we must respect. We 
ask participants to do likewise.   
 
HOTEL ACCOMMODATION 
   Every effort has been made to 

secure good, safe, 4−5* hotels in areas 
with high amenity, shops, character, 
and restaurants.  
   Single rooms are subject to the single 
supplement and availability.  
   Single travellers wishing to share a 
twin room can often be matched either 
for a full tour or just for the most 
expensive hotels.  
  Room upgrades are sometimes 
available upon request for enhanced 
views and facilities.  
 

HOTELS  
CHILE 
Santiago, (5 nights)  The Aubrey, 
Bellavista, Providencia. Ranked No. 6 
in Santiago, ‘..5 star luxury in a relaxed 
and informal setting in the heart of Santiago. 
The manager is Australian and sets the style. 
..an old colonial home from the 1920's. .. 
charming, quirky place. .. close to Pablo 
Neruda's home’. T +56 229402800  
reservas@theaubrey.com theaubrey.com 

mailto:reservas@theaubrey.com
http://ccs.infospace.com/ClickHandler.ashx?ld=20140323&app=1&c=genieo3a.42&s=genieo3a&euip=120.149.145.92&pvaid=ca4e31f1120346fea4d0d0fad582e004&fct.uid=7b18ec8965aa46dfbe47985e6daa55e4&en=8lDtv8QA6BALoTe%2fgqzHyQp%2bkqjdqeJvKW3FGDiONxBkiXzTfAxu0Q%3d%3d&du=theaubrey.com&ru=http%3a%2f%2ftheaubrey.com%2f&ap=1&coi=771&cop=main-title&npp=1&p=0&pp=0&pct=http%3a%2f%2fsearch.genieo.com%2fclick_track%3fquery%3dthe+aubrey+santiago%26channel%3d_42&ep=1&mid=9&hash=B6C77535C254ADA474C41636E1928745
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Zapallar (2 nights) Hotel Isla Seca, an 
exceptional 4* old European style 
boutique hotel in this romantic resort 
town and fishing village, 
www.hotelislaseca.cl 
 
BRAZIL 
Rio de Janeiro (6 nights):  
Sheraton Rio Hotel and Resort, Leblon, 5* 
near Ipanema and Copacabana. Rio’s 
only beachfront hotel with fantastic 
harbour views, three pools, 
restaurants, beach and golf course 
access.   
 
ARGENTINA 
 

Iguazú Falls (2 nights) 
Sheraton Hotel    A 5*hotel with rooms 
upgraded with fabulous views of the 
Iguazú Falls.  Good restaurant and 
lovely pool.  www.hotelesturion.com 
 

Buenos Aires (4 nights):  Intersur Hotel   
A lovely new 4* hotel well located in 
elegant Recoleta near the main square, 
shops and restaurants. 
www.intersurrecoleta.com.ar 
   
TOUR GROUP SIZE 
   We keep tour groups to a maximum 
of 25. A specialist designer (except in 
Peru), local multilingual guide and our 
two tour leaders normally accompany 
the group, so that the ratio between 
travellers and ‘guides’ is very 
favourable to travellers.   
   There are also options for travellers 
to depart from the tour group as they 
wish, and a majority of evenings are 
completely free.     
 
TRAVELLER PROFILES 
  We generally have a small number with 
professional interests in gardens and 
design, many with a general love of 
gardens and of nature, and some who 
just seek a general cultural tour to Latin 
America. They are usually, but not 
always, middle aged and curious about a 
range of cultural matters and enjoy most 
of the things we do – including good 
cuisine, hospitality and the chance to 
meet people from varied backgrounds.    
About half are couples and half singles.  
    We are delighted with our travellers. 
It has been great fun and some are now 
lifelong friends.   
 
PHYSICAL CHALLENGES  
 This is not a strenuous tour however, 
people will be expected to travel across 
various surfaces, stairways, etc. 

Anyone in reasonable health should 
not experience difficulties and 
travellers in their eighties have been 
perfectly at ease.  However, the group 
must move at the speed of the slowest, 
and time spent at a location may be 
reduced if some people are not able to 
keep up with reasonable speeds. 
   Applicants must inform ALC of any 
medical conditions, which may be 
relevant to their travel experience. 
ALC requires that Tour Leaders 
reserve the right to take steps to 
modify traveller movements where 
they feel it is a potential health risk or 
where the travel experience of others 
is being unduly impaired. 
 
SECURITY 
   Every effort is made to ensure safe 
and secure travel at all times. 
Travellers should be thoughtful and 
aware, and in many public areas, not 
display jewellery, expensive cameras, 
etc. We should remain aware at all 
times and check, prior to walking 
around at night in some districts. 
Secure taxi travel is normally easy to 
arrange (from a hotel or restaurant) 
and is inexpensive.  
 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
  Extensive information will be 
provided well before departure 
concerning itinerary details, visa 
requirements, currency issues, arrival 
and departure taxes, electrical 
appliances, health, photography, 
clothing and what to pack, custom 
regulations, entrance taxes, bank hours 
and food. The Department of Foreign 
Affairs & Trade website is helpful: 
www.smartraveller.gov.au 
 
BACKGROUND READING 
  Extensive information will be 
provided for travellers in due course 
including a reading list and Reading 
Notes of 200 pages plus.  
 
WEATHER 
Spring travel is usually ideal with 
average Spring Celsius temperatures: 
Santiago: 22°, Rio de Janeiro 28°, 
(Petrópolis is cooler), Buenos Aires 
22.5°, Bogota 18°, Cartagena 29°, 
Pereira 27°. Cusco-Machu Picchu  
3°-21°, 
 
 
 
 

MEALS & ENTRANCE FEES 
The Gardens Tour includes 19 
generous cooked breakfasts, 9 large 
lunches and 9 evening meals (almost 
all 3 courses) being two large meals 
daily on average, indicated in the 
itinerary where:  B=breakfast, L=lunch 
& D=evening meal. Details for the 
Peru and Colombia Tours are available 
separately.  All listed entrance fees are 
included (excepting optional sites).   
 
TYPE OF TOURING 
• Moderate coach travel between cities 
and for day tours 
• Use of minivans or jeeps to access 
some sites (one or two). 
• Three internal flights (included in the 
.tour price).   
 
VISAS AND VACCINATIONS 
  Australian passport holders do not 
require visas for Chile, Argentina, 
Uruguay (Colonia), Colombia or Peru. 
However a visa is required for Brazil, 
which is valid for 3 months.  
   Brazil visas take 20 working days to 
process.  In due course, we will 
provide visa application details to 
enable you to apply or alternatively, 
Connelly & Turner will help you to 
prepare the requisite documents and 
process the visa for you for a fee.  Visa 
requirements are subject to change and 
we will confirm details in due course.  
  New Zealand and UK passport 
holders do not require a visa for Brazil. 
For further visa information visit:-  
www.visalink.com.au 
  A Yellow Fever vaccination will be 
necessary for Brazil and you may 
consider other vaccinations.  
   We recommend you see your 
physician or travel health clinic 4-8 
weeks before departure. 
 

                  Plaza de Armas, Cusco,  
          former capital of the Inca Empire 
 

        
 

http://www.hotelislaseca.cl/
http://www.hotelesturion.com/
http://www.intersurrecoleta.com.ar/
http://www.smartraveller.gov.au/
http://www.visalink.com.au/
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    TOUR BOOKINGS – TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
BOOKINGS AND LEGAL 
 

   Tour applications require completion of Reservation 
Forms and other documents and must be forwarded to ALC 
Garden Tours (ALC) (see address at the end of this 
document).  When a place is approved, relevant copy 
documents are forwarded to World Expeditions (WE) and 
Connelly & Turner (C&T).  
   ‘ALC Garden Tours’ (ALC) is a 
registered business name owned by 
Bloomings Books Pty Ltd, a 
company wholly owned by 
Warwick and Sue Forge.  It works 
in conjunction, as described below, 
with C&T registered travel agents 
(Licence No. 31089) and with WE, 
also registered agents (Licence No. 
2TA001418).                                      Brigid Kelly, Connelly & Turner 

                      at Machu Picchu    
 
1. Gardens Tour      
   Thus is our most successful and longest running tour 
which is unequalled to our knowledge for access to 
outstanding private gardens, designers and properties in 
South America. 
 

  
2. Peru Tour 
   This tour is organised in conjunction with World Expeditions 
(WE) and the tour program is set out in their ‘alc tours: Peru 
in the footsteps of  the Inca’. 
   The WE terms and conditions take priority over the terms 
in this document where there is a conflict. All payments are 
prescribed in the WE documents and for this tour, you will 
be invoiced by Connelly & Turner for tours and flights 
inclusive.   
 
3. Colombia Tour 
   The program and documents for this wonderful tour will 
be available on request.  

4. Extension Tours 
   Terms and conditions are provided separately for 
extension tours, for example, the Galapagos Islands.   
 
FLIGHTS    
   Please note that flights, dates and times listed below, are  
provided as a convenience for travellers. They are subject to 
airline changes and human error.  Once you have considered 
your options, we suggest you contact C&T and obtain 
professional advice. 
 
1. International Flights to and from South America 
   These should be booked through C&T who obtain group 
travel savings and their experience greatly assists with 
coordination and advice on routes, prices and conditions.   
  They enable use of your frequent flyer points and if they 
cannot match a price you may book elsewhere.  If you have 
queries concerning these arrangements please contact them 
or us urgently. All flights booked via C&T ensure you  

 

 
are met on arrival at your final destination in South America 
and hotel transfers are gratis.  Our travellers arrive from 
various cities and flights are sometimes cancelled so that it is 
a huge advantage to have a single agent coordinate all our 
flights.  It helps avoid errors and we gain from 
opportunities.  In enivornments that are sometimes  
challenging, we aim for comfortable, seamless and cost 
effective experiences.  
   Please read carefully below to see which flights 
(international and domestic), are included in your tour costs.  
Additional flights, are made solely between you and C&T. 
Since there are various flights and tours, many flights to 
Santiago are unaccompanied.      
    We encourage you to consider arriving early for 
relaxation, shopping and orientation.  Hotel bookings are  
available through our special rates and C&T can arrange an 
earlier flight for you.   
   You may also choose to stay on at the end of your tour for 
similar reasons - our stay in Buenos Aires is quite short and 
there is much to see. There is good shopping and we have a 
huge luggage allowance on return.  True Qantas flights 
(rather than code share LAN flights) normally depart for 
Sydney from Buenos Aires on Monday, Wednesday and 
Saturday. Feel free to discuss these options with us. 
 

2. Internal flights in South America  
   Some flights are lengthy – especially when you are arriving 
at Bogota or Lima from Australia.  You may consider 
arriving early, to relax and orientate yourself.   
   We can arrange rooms at our lovely hotels at special group 
prices. Those travelling to Colombia and/or Peru, can 
deposit luggage at Santiago airport en route, and have it stored 
at our hotel, should you decide it is surplus to your needs in 
the north. This needs to be arranged with us and when 
checking in at your journey commencement, you must 
request a check out at Santiago.  Please call us or C&T 
should you wish to discuss these choices.      
 
(a) Colombia Tour 
    Warwick Forge is flying QF151 on 3 Sept Melb-
Auckland-Santiago (LanAir) arriving the same day at 11.35 
AM.  He then departs for Bogota.   
    There are various options for flights to Bogota and this 
should be discussed with us and with Connelly & Turner.  

(b) Peru Tour   
   Those coming from Colombia will fly Bogota - Lima 
arriving 16.35 on 12 Sept (AV25) with Warwick Forge. 
Those coming from Australia could depart on 13 Sept like 
Sue Forge who flies on QF321 Melb-Auckland-Santiago 
(Lan Airlines) or, you can fly non-stop from Sydney-
Santiago on a Qantas plane.   
 
(b) Gardens Tour  
    Some arrive on 22nd Sept from Lima, and some from 
Australia and elsewhere.  
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LAND CONTENT PRICE (GARDENS TOUR) 
    These terms generally apply to the Colombia and Peru 
tours also except where those tours provide otherwise.  
 

Tour inclusions: 
• Accommodation in a twin-share room or single 
supplement in 4 to 5 star hotels  
• All meals as indicated in the itinerary where: B=breakfast, 
L=lunch and D=Dinner (evening). 
Generally, two substantial meals are provided daily – one of 
them being breakfast.  The daily ratio and pattern varies and 
meals for the Gardens Tour reduce slightly as the tour 
progresses to provide individual flexibility and reduce costs.  
Meals in Peru and Colombia are sometimes more Spartan. 
• Generally, one water plus one alcoholic or soft drink is 
made available for lunch and dinner and thereafter you pay 
for additional drinks. Details are confirmed. 
• All tips for coach drivers, guides, designers, restaurants, 
hotels, etc. for tour listed activities. These are significant 
costs. However, we do provide an opportunity for you to 
contribute to some outstanding guides in cases where you 
feel you wish to and feel it is appropriate.  
• Flights as listed below.  
• Transport via luxury air-conditioned coaches and smaller 
mini-coaches as appropriate. 
• Airport-hotel transfers for bookings made via C&T.  
• Hotel porterage  
• Lectures and site presentations 
• Entrance fees to all listed museums, galleries, property 
owners, etc.  
 

Tour exclusions:   
• Flights required for you to arrive at the city where your 
tour(s) commence. See details below. 
• Personal spending money. 
• Luggage in excess of 20 kg.  Allowances for flights to and 
from South America are usually very generous.  
• Comprehensive travel insurance  
• Visas, arrival and departure taxes where applicable. 

RESERVATIONS  
   All applications are made on the relevant Reservation 
Forms and sent with accompanying documents to ALC 
Garden Tours, 2 Kilsyth Ave., Toorak Vic., 3142.  
Completion of the Medical Certificate is mandatory for Peru 
but we strongly recommend it for all tours since it provides 
assurance for you and could be invaluable in case of illness.   
   You will then receive booking confirmation with travel 
details. Payment details are prescribed in the Reservation 
Forms and in discussion with ALC. 
   Please endeavour to provide good copies of any scanned 
documents, use a black biro if possible and print in 
CAPITAL LETTERS.  
 

TOUR PRICES (in AUS$) 
Prices are as follows (or as may be varied subsequently as 
discussed below). 
      

1. PERU TOUR* 13–22 Sept, 2014 (10 days) 
Land Content & specified flights   $5,700 
Based on land content price of $4,550 plus  
$1,150 for the Sth American flights  
(Lima–Cusco; Cusco–Lima; Lima–Santiago) 
Single Supplement     $1,500 
 

2. GARDENS TOUR  22 Sept–11 Oct, 2014 (20 days) 
   

Land Content & South American flights              $12,780     
(Based on the Land Content price of $11,500  
plus $1,280 for the Sth American flights  
(Santiago-Rio de Janeiro; Rio de Janeiro–  
Iguazú Falls; Iguazú Falls–Buenos Aires).   
Single supplement      $2,750 
Less, Early Bird offer for booking before 15 April     -$300 
 

3. COLOMBIA TOUR 4-13 Sept (10 days) 
Estimated for Land Content plus five flights  $5,900 
Bogota-Pereira; Pereira-Bogota; Bogota-Cartagena; 
Cartagena-Bogota; Bogota-Lima.  
Single Supplement                   $1,550 
In light of the small numbers for this 
tour, some costs may increase slightly  
(e.g. flight costs).   
      

TOUR PAYMENTS  
 

1. $300.00 deposit per person per tour for the Gardens Tour 
and the Colombia Tour.    
 

2. A Second Payment of $1,000 is required as soon as 
possible for the Gardens Tour to reserve internal group 
flights and hotel reservations.  
 

3. Peru tour deposit of $400 with the full balance 70 days 
prior to departure as per the WE Booking Form  
 

4. You will be invoiced for the balance of tour payments  
payable on 15 April, 2014.  These funds are held in an ANZ 
US$ trust account and thereby protected from currency 
variations.  This is desirable since all our costs, are paid for 
in US$. This method avoids unpleasant shocks and is 
cheaper than currency hedging costs being added to your 
tour.   We recommend this option for the sake of 
certainty.   
 

5. Alternatively, you may defer payment of the balance 
until 25 June at the latest. Your balance is then invoiced 
in accordance with any variation to the exchange rate 
between the 31st March 2014 and the date of payment.  
   Your final payment is then plus or minus the variation. 
Tour Prices are based on the exchange rate of  AUS$1.00 = 
US$0.92 (per www.xe.com) on the 31st March, 2014.  
   If  you defer payment for the Colombia Tour, we reserve 
the right if  necessary, to request an interim payment where 
hotels and/or flights require confirmation payments.  
   Note that for additional tour arrangements, variations, 
hotel bookings and luggage drop-off in Santiago, a flat fee of 
$50.00 is charged.      
 

BOOKING CONDITIONS AND PRICES 
   When we receive your Reservation form(s) and confirm 
a place(s) for you, a contract then exists in accordance 
with the terms and conditions in this and other 
documents sent to you. If a place is not available we will 
return your deposit in full.  
 

TOUR COST VARIATIONS 
 

1. Early Bird Offer of $300 for the Gardens Tour where the 
reservation and deposit are made before 15th April, 2014.   
 

2. Tour costs can be reduced by opting for less luxurious 
rooms, especially for the Gardens Tour. Some hotels are very 
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expensive.  Also, for those wishing to upgrade, suites and more 
luxurious rooms can also be requested.  
3. Single travellers may share a twin room for tours - or for just 
the most expensive hotels. 
4. Our discount prices for group flights within South America 
require a minimum size.  Where the group is below the required 
number, travellers will be charged the higher rate.  This does 
not appear to be a problem this year except in relation to the 
Colombia tour where our numbers may be less than ten. 
5. Tour prices are based on ground costs, fuel prices, airfares, 
exchange rates, airport charges, ground operator fees and other 
assumptions. At all stages, we seek to resist any increase in tour 
prices. However, we reserve the right to do so in exceptional 
cases where events occur outside our control. Our oldest tour – 
the Gardens Tour, has never been increased to date.    
6. The Gardens Tour is costed for a minimum group size of 16 
and the Peru Tour for 12. If those numbers are not reached, 
ALC may review the tours, contact participants and discuss 
whether the price should be increased or the tour cancelled in 
which case, all funds paid to us are refunded. 
 

PASSPORTS / VISAS 
   Your passport must have at least 6 months validity from the 
date of return to Australia. Please provide a copy of your identity 
page as soon as possible.   
   Australians do not require visas for these tours except for 
Brazil which must be applied for at least a month in advance.  
New Zealanders do not require any visas.   
 
CANCELLATIONS  
   Subject to the above your deposit(s) will be refunded less 
$200.00 service fee per person if cancelled prior to 15 April, 
2014. The deposit is not refundable thereafter. Cancellation 
charges apply as follows for the Gardens Tour should you 
cancel your tour after the following dates:  
 
Date   Cancellation fee                     .    
15 April 2014     Deposit not recoverable 
12 June 2014  25% of your tour payments 
22 July 2014    75% of your tour payments 
22 August 2014  100% of your tour payments 
 
   You do need travel insurance to protect your position! 
Cancellations must be in writing and the date of cancellation 
is the date of receipt.    
 

_______________________________________________ 
 

FOR FLIGHTS, VISAS AND TRAVEL INSURANCE 
 

Attention: Brigid Kelly 
Senior Travel Associate 

Freecall 1800 655 368 T: 03 9948 4300 
brigid_kelly@travel-associates.com.au 
Connelly & Turner Travel Associates 
21 Claremont Avenue 
Malvern  VIC 3144  
 
 
 
              
     Connelly & Turner Travel Associates 
 
 
 

TRAVEL INSURANCE  
It is a condition of travel that you have comprehensive 
cover for Medical (including repatriation), lost luggage, tour 
cancellations and other losses. This helps ensure that any 
problems arising on tour are rapidly expedited. For a 
brochure, cover and information (e.g. concerning pre-
existing medical conditions), contact C&T. 
 
LIABILITY FOR LOSS OR DAMAGE 
   It is an express condition of travel for all tour participants 
that you accept and acknowledge that:- 
1. ALC Garden Tours (ALC) in conjunction with Connelly & 
Turner Travel Associates (C&T) in their own capacity and as 
agents for various tour operators, land agents, airlines, hotels, 
coach companies, museums etc., will not be liable for any claim 
(provided they act bona fide), for loss due to accident, delay, 
personal injury, inadequate or failed accommodation, travel 
arrangements, baggage or other losses, illness, travel sickness, 
industrial unrest, military or political disturbances, hijacking, 
kidnapping, thefts, assaults, volcanic or other geological event, 
pain and suffering, loss of future earnings or any other injury to 
person or property of whatever kind. 
2.  You must take out adequate comprehensive insurance in 
order to cover potential travel risks. A copy of the insurance 
certificate must be provided to ALC.     
3. You must provide full disclosure of any relevant medical 
conditions as requested on the Reservation Form.  
4. The Tour Leader has full discretion to request a participant 
to refrain or modify certain activities if in his/her opinion, such 
activities are disruptive or may cause discomfort to other 
persons.  He/she shall have full discretion to cancel any 
person’s further involvement in the tour where he/she deems 
such action warranted.  
  ALC’s responsibility for that person will then cease 
immediately and it will not be responsible for any claimed loss 
or damage.  Where a Tour Leader is unavailable through illness 
or other cause, he/she may appoint a Deputy with complete 
power to act as the Tour Leader.  
                  _____________________________ 
 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
Special thanks are due to Kim Woods-Rabbidge for the generous use 
of some of her splendid photographs. Other photographs are the 
property of Warwick and Sue Forge except where indicated.  

_______________________________________________   

FOR ALL GENERAL TOUR ENQUIRIES: 
 

Warwick Forge 
Director 
ALC Garden Tours  
2 Kilsyth Ave., Toorak Vic 3142 
warwick@bloomings.com.au  
T: (03) 9804 8915  AH 043 818 2801  
www.landscapeconference.com/alctours 

  
              

   
 
Warwick Forge 
31st March, 2014                          E&OE 
 

mailto:brigid_kelly@travel-associates.com.au
mailto:warwick@bloomings.com.au
http://www.landscapeconference.com/alctours
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Fernando Botero 
Colombian artist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


