
         
  ALC Garden Tours, in conjunction with the Australian Garden History Society   

 
 WONDERS OF SOUTH AMERICA, 2014 

 

These three tours include five of the most colourful Latin America countries.  
Our cultural tours introduce unique landscapes, gardens, architecture, art, country estates (estancias), historic 

villages, vineyards, cuisine, music, dance, history and lifestyle.  The pre-Columbian Incas, Mapuche and others 
provide glimpses of another world. You may choose any combination of the tours but why not consider 

all three?  Each country is very distinctive, and there are financial benefits for you.  
Our tours are unique and include the best gardens of South America including amazing examples of Roberto 

Burle Marx, Juan Grimm and others. These gardens and homes are privately owned, hosted by charming, 
enthusiastic owners and are otherwise inaccessible.  Future tours and access cannot be guaranteed. 

For our 2013 tour, 95% of our travellers responded, ‘overall the tour was Wonderful’.  
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Juan Grimm’s own garden looking over the Pacific 
 

Gardens of Paradise: A General Cultural Tour  
22 Sept–11 Oct, 2014 (20 days). ‘Gardens Tour’. 
 

Chile (Santiago, Bahia Azul, Zapallar, Viña del Mare, 
Valparaiso, Maipo Valley); Brazil (Rio de Janeiro, 
Petrópolis); Argentina (Iguazu Falls & Buenos Aires).  
 

he magnificent landscapes, gardens and cities of South 
America provide the central theme for this tour. In 

Chile, leading designer Juan Grimm guides us to five of his 
country and city gardens, to estancias and his own iconic 
retreat overlooking the Pacific.  We tour the historic 
bohemian port of Valparaiso, the idyllic seaside village of 
Zapallar, the gracious historic Santa Rita Vineyard and 
glimpse the Chilean soul through poet Pablo Neruda.   
   In Rio de Janeiro we discover the brilliant private 
gardens designed by Roberto Burle Marx, arguably the 
finest landscape designer of last century. You may 
choose to join a workshop at the firm of Burle Marx.  
 

      Tacaruna: Burle Marx garden and Oscar Niemeyer building 
    
 

Marx teamed with leading Modernist architect Oscar 
Niemeyer.  
    We leave sensuous Rio for the spectacular Iguazu 
Falls, then to Buenos Aires, Paris of the South.  We tour 
the parks of Palermo, Puerto Madero, the colourful streets 
of La Boca and jostle in the antique markets at San Telmo. 
We see galleries of Latin American art, ponder that 
national icon, Eva Peron (‘Evita’), and explore her 
Museum; and Mausoleum-in the famed Recoleta Cemetery. 
 
Peru Tour: In the Footsteps of the Incas   
13–22 September, 2014.   Lima, Inca Trail, Machu Picchu, 
Ollantaytambo, Sacred Valley and Cusco.   
 

e fly to Lima, capital of Peru–former grand capital 
of the Spanish colonies of the Americas–still rich in 

historic artefacts and other treasures. 
   Then to Cusco and via the ‘domed train’, to the mighty 
Andes where some may walk some of the Inca Trail.   
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  They will be met by the rest of the party at the Sun Gate, 
with its amazing vista to Machu Picchu – one of the great 
heritage landscapes of the world!   
  Then to the Sacred Valley at Ollantaytambo to visit the 
mighty Inca citadel – scene of the only Inca victory over 
the Spanish. Then to Cusco, capital of the mighty Inca 
Empire with its rich heritage of historic Inca buildings, 
museums, Spanish churches, markets and the best cuisine 
in Latin America.  We enjoy a special dinner with opera 
singers at the magnificent Monasterio Hotel.  
   The tour is for normal travellers in good health and we 
carefully avoid any altitude sickness. The Inca Empire was 
the last major civilisation to be confronted by ruthless 
European powers. We find it a deeply moving and many 
layered experience! 
 
 

Colombia Tour,  3–13 September, 2014 – Bogota, 
Pereira (coffee plantations) and Cartagena.   

 

any aficionados rate Colombia the most fascinating  
of all Latin American countries. It has so many 

features - ranging from the fantastic Gold Museum with 
its brilliant pre-Columbian collection, the historic district 
of Candelaria with its artists colony, the beautiful old 
coffee plantations with their extensive, beautiful estancias 
and gardens, and the historic Spanish port of Cartagena – 
the best extant example on the continent. Colombia has 
1811 species of fantastic birdlife and is the most 
megadiverse country in the world per sq km.  With its 
cool climate, rich soils and good rainfall they can grow 
almost anything. But its greatest asset is its people – 
charming and well educated – Colombia has the greatest 
human capital on the continent. 
   While Colombia was rated a dangerous country for 
many years, it is now vastly improved.  We take very  
careful advice, only visiting areas officially rated as secure 
from danger.  Local cuisine is a constant delight and there 
is a special Reception in Bogota hosted by the Consul-
General Mr Crispin Conroy – an outstanding diplomat. 

 
                   Cartagena – an historic Spanish port 
 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
  All relevant details are included in our detailed 
Itinerary available March, 2014.   Summary: Hotels: 
The best 4-5 star hotels available within reason.  Some 
are wonderful!  Tour Leaders:  The tours are again led 
by Warwick Forge, Director of the Australian Landscape 
Conference and inveterate Latin American traveller (sixth 
tour) with Sue Forge, (partner, wife, talented gardener and 
accountant).  Meals: We normally cover two substantial 
meals per day – details will be available.  
       

       

Machu Picchu, Peru   

              

   We seek distinctive meals and many are outstanding.   
We cover travel within countries in luxury coaches, 
sightseeing and entrance fees as listed, expert bilingual 
guides, presentations by designers and other experts, and 
include a very detailed Itinerary and bound Reading Notes 
(approx. 250 pages) provided well before departure.  
   We also assist with visas and other paperwork. 
 
 

BOOKINGS AND COSTS 
   Final details are included in the Itinerary which is available 
in March, 2014 when you may finalise bookings. 
   Tour costs do not include flights to and from South 
America (discounted fares normally available). Our flights 
within South America are reduced price group flights.   
 

Tour Costs: Early Bird Offer for Gardens Tour: $300 where 
the reservation and deposit are made before 15th April, 2014.  
Costs can be varied by changes to room standards.  Single 
travellers may also reduce costs by sharing a twin room for tours 
or for just the most expensive hotels.  Enquiries welcome. 
 

Gardens of Paradise, 2014 -  A General Cultural Tour    
(20 days) $11,500 plus $1,280 flights = $12,780.  Single 
supplement: $4,220. Includes flights (Santiago–Rio de 
Janeiro; Rio–Iguazu; Iguazu–Buenos Aires).  
 

Peru Tour, 2014: 13–22 Sept. 2014 (10 days) $4,390 plus 
$1,150 for flights = $5,540. Single supplement: $1,500.  
Includes flights: Lima-Cusco; Cusco-Lima; Lima-
Santiago.  Costs reduce if you include the Colombia tour. 
 

Colombia Tour, 2014:  3-13 Sept (10 days). Estimated at 
$3,990 plus $1,350 flights = $5,340.   Single supplement: 
$1,300.  Includes flights: Bogota-Pereira; Pereira-Bogota; 
Bogota-Cartagena; Cartagena-Bogota; Bogota-Lima, Peru.      
  As a pioneering tour, the cost is reduced.  
 
 
 

Holding Reservation You may lodge a holding deposit of 
$300 per tour to ensure priority.  This is fully refundable 
should you decline to proceed once the Itinerary is finalised. 
Please send your cheque in favour of Australian Landscape 
Conference (address below) of by bank transfer. 
    Do contact us for any queries and to register for further 
information when available. Our website is being updated.    
      

  Warwick and Sue Forge  
  

E  warwick@bloomings.com.au 
T  +61 3 9804 8915  AH 043 818 2801  
2 Kilsyth Avenue, Toorak, Vic., 3142 
	  

www.landscapeconference.com 
   20th February, 2014           
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