
Dear Friend, 

Thank you for your interest in our upcoming garden tour. I’m 
looking forward to being your host and sharing with you my 
love of gardens and design this tour season. I’ll be your point 
of contact leading up to the trip and throughout the tour. 

This document includes an itinerary and a print-friendly 
reservation form. I’ve made every effort to address potential 
questions and provide details about the tour gardens on 
the website. However, I fully expect and welcome additional 
questions by phone or email.

Spring won’t be here soon enough for me. I can’t wait to 
inspire you with outstanding garden design and give you an 
unforgettable travel experience with CarexTours! 

 Warm regards, 

 Carolyn Mullet
 camullet@gmail.com
 240 429 0889
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Chelsea Flower Show &  
English Gardens in the Spring
May 19 - 25, 2015

TOUR AT A GLANCE

COORDINATED BY

HOSTED BY

gardentourseurope.com/

PRICE
$3,165 per person, double occupancy
 +$600, single occupancy

DATES
May 19 - 25, 2015

INCLUDED
• 7 Nights, 4 star accomodations 
• Comfortable coach transport 
• 1 year membership to the Royal 

 Horticultural Society
 • Admission to all gardens 
 • All breakfasts and dinners
 • Tips & gratuities

Carex: Garden Design by Carolyn Mullet 
camullet@gmail.com • 240 429 0889
facebook.com/gdbycm



ITINERARY 

For additional tour information including links to garden destinations 

and hotels, please visit the CarexTours website.

 Day 1, May 18th, Monday – ARRIVE IN THE UK
• Tour participants will independently arrange travel to London 
Heathrow Airport and have the opportunity to get settled before 
the start of the garden tours the following day.

 Day 2, May 19, Tuesday – TOUR STARTS, WISLEY
• Our first day together will be the spent enjoying the famous 
Royal Horticultural Society Garden, Wisley. This flagship garden 
spans 240 acres and features a diversity of garden types from 
model gardens to rock gardens to stunning borders. We can 
expect to see colorful May flowers such as Rhododendrons, 
Azaleas, Tulips, Allium, Camassia, Iris & Peony in bloom. We’ll 
explore the Glasshouse, a recent addition to Wisley, and the 
nearby perennial borders created by influencial planting designers 
Piet Oudolf and Tom Stuart-Smith. There will be time to pause 
and reflect over afternoon tea, pay a visit to the garden libraries, 
or buy a memento in the shop.

 Day 3, May 20, Wednesday – VANN, GODDARDS, 
 FOLLY FARM
(A day of discovery dedicated to the celebrated 20th century 
garden designer, Gertrude Jekyll.)

• We’ll start our day in the Surrey countryside exploring the  
5 acre Vann garden. This garden has been maintained in the spirit 
of Gertrude Jekyll who designed the plantings in 1911. The lower 
garden showcases an enchanting, meandering woodland water 
garden where a natural stream is channeled into a formal rill with a 
series of ponds resulting in a dreamlike landscape.

• Goddards is an example of the famous partnership between 
Jekyll and the great British architect Edwin Lutyens. Lutyens 
designed the house around a courtyard that the principal rooms 
overlook and Jekyll laid out the gardens and plantings. This early 
1900s collaboration produced what many call a masterpience.

• Another outstanding example of the Jekyll & Lutyens 
collaboration is Folly Farm. The best known areas are the canal 
garden and the sunken rose garden. Originally designed in 1912, 
the current owners have led a recent restoration and replanting 
with assistance from the influential contemporary English garden 
designer Dan Pearson.
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Daily transportation will be provided 
by a modern, comfortable coach 
operated by an experienced driver. 

Royal Horticultural Society Garden, 

Wisley
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http://www.carexdesign.com/tours/
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 Day 4, May 21, Thursday – SISSINGHURST, 
 GREAT DIXTER
• Sissinghurst Castle Gardens are treasures today thanks to the 
commitment, imagination and marriage of writer Vita Sackville-
West and diplomat Harold Nicolson. He laid out the gardens’ 
architecture and she filled it with lush, romantic plantings. Besides 
exploring the series of intimate garden rooms, make sure you climb 
the tower and take in the panoramic views from the top. You can 
learn more about Sissinghurst right now by checking out its blog.

• Great Dixter is perhaps the best known and most loved of all 
English gardens. It exists as a living testament to the life and 
passions of the late owner, plantsman, and writer, Christopher 
Lloyd. Today, Fergus Garrett, who worked for Lloyd during the 
last years of his life, carries on the tradition of experimentation 
that Lloyd started. He welcomes visitors with horticultural interests 
from all over the world. If we’re fortunate, we’ll be greeted by bold 
displays of poppies, tulips, and spring perennials.

 Day 5, May 22, Friday – CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW
• The Chelsea Flower Show attracts garden designers and 
enthusiasts from every corner of the world. Not to be missed is the 
Great Pavilion where nurseries and plant societies exhibit the best 
& newest plants from around the world. Held at London’s Royal 
Hospital Chelsea, the Chelsea Flower Show consistently displays 
design excellence and includes competitions for Best in Show, 
Best Fresh Garden and Best Artisanal Garden. Take a moment 
to appreciate the 2014 Best of Show winner, Luciano Giubbilei, 
and watch his video interview where he poetically describes the 
creation of his show garden.

• Following our horticulture and design packed day, we’ve 
arranged for a special dinner and views of the London skyline from 
a surprise destination!

Sissinghurst Castle Gardens

Great Dixter

Chelsea Flower Show
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 Day 6, May 23, Saturday – HIGH BEECHES, 
 GRAVETYE MANOR, MUNSTEAD WOOD
• Our time in Sussex will begin at High Beeches Gardens. Here, 
100 years ago, plant hunters like Ernest Wilson gathered a 
collection of rare shrubs and trees from around the world. Declared 
‘outstanding historically’ by English Heritage, the gardens are a 
well preserved example of an early 20th century woodland garden 
and home to the National Collection of Stewartia. Botanists will 
swoon over the complete plant list featured in the Gate Lodge. 
With any luck, the Rhododendron loderi will be at their peak. We’ll 
lose ourselves in the beauty of these 27 acres.

• The gardens of Gravetye Manor, with their stunning views to the 
surrounding countryside, were created a century ago by writer, 
designer, and owner, William Robinson. Here he showcased his 
ideas about naturalism & wild gardening dramatically contrasting 
untamed gardens with more structured areas close to the house. 
Today, Gravetye Manor is a country house hotel and the gardens 
have had an extensive restoration. But don’t expect to see a 
historic set piece. The current head gardener, having done a stint 
at Great Dixter, is adding experimetal plantings, giving this garden 
a 21st century twist.

• We return to the work of Gertrude Jekyll by visiting the gardens 
at her historic home, Munstead Wood. Jekyll originally designed 
this 15 acre property to show clients her planting schemes. Low 
maintenance, it wasn’t. She employed a team of 14 gardeners. 
Today the head gardener is Annabel Watts, who’s featured in 
this video talking about Jekyll’s bold approach to design and her 
love of exotic plants and texture. “Fun” she says, “I think a garden 
should be fun.”

 Day 7, May 24, Sunday – HIDCOTE, KIFTSGATE
• From 1907, Lawrence Johnston, a talented plantsman with a 
strong sense of design, created Hidcote, considered by many to 
be a masterpiece. A series of hedged, intimate, outdoor rooms, 
each with its own individual character, are linked by narrow 
passageways and eventually lead to lawns and views to the 
countryside beyond. Throughout, Johnston used a vast variety of 
plants many found on his plant collecting trips. It’s interesting to 
note the number of plants still used today that were introduced in 
this garden.

Hidcote
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• A visit to Kiftsgate Court Gardens is not complete without an 
understanding of how 3 generations of women have shaped this 
garden into a beloved treasure. The garden was started in the 
1920’s by Heather Muir who boldly employed an intuitive approach 
to creating gardens instead of using a more formalized plan. In the 
1950’s Muir’s daughter, Diany Binny, continued the evolution of 
the garden by introducing a semicircular pool to the lower garden, 
commissioning sculptural features and opening Kiftsgate for public 
enjoyment for the first time. Today, Anne Chambers, daughter of 
Binny and granddaughter of Muir, continues to shape the landscape. 
Her new Water Garden is a contemporary oasis and evidence of her 
desire to bring the garden into the 21st century.

At Kiftsgate, we’ll enjoy the Bluebell Wood, savor the white 
Erythronium and Trillium in the Sunk Garden, stroll liesurely along 
the Wide Border packed with perennials, and, with any luck, view the 
enormous blooms of the tree peony collection.

 Day 8, May 25, Monday – ROUSHAM
• Rousham Garden was designed by William Kent (1685-1748), 
the landscape designer who popularized a natural landscape style 
for estates. Rousham is the only 18th century garden featured on 
our tour and is considered by many to be the single best example 
of a landscape garden in the country. Little has changed over the 
centuries at Rousham. The views and accents Kent designed are  
still there for us to enjoy today. This video featured in the series, 
“Around the World in 80 Gardens” provides a wonderful introduction.

 Day 9, May 26, Tuesday – DEPART UK OR 
 CONTINUE TRAVEL ON YOUR OWN

Kiftsgate

Rousham
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ACCOMMODATIONS 
After a day filled with garden inspiration and botanical discoveries, 
we will retire to the comfort and convenience of 4 star 
accommodations. All hotels are thoughtfully appointed and have  
a first class rating. Rooms are double occupancy with the option 
for a single room for an additional fee.

Hotel Links:
May 18: Hilton Heathrow  
www3.hilton.com/en/hotels/united-kingdom/hilton-london-heathrow-airport-
terminal-5-LHRATHI/index.html 

May 19, 20, 21, 22: Copthorne Hotel   
www.millenniumhotels.co.uk/copthornetarakensington/

May 23, 24: Oxford Belfry Hotel   
www.qhotels.co.uk/our-locations/the-oxford-belfry/

May 25: Hilton Heathrow   

www3.hilton.com/en/hotels/united-kingdom/hilton-london-heathrow-airport-terminal-5-LHRATHI/index.html
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Tour price includes:
• 7 Nights, 4 star hotel accommodations. 
• Comfortable coach transport.
• 1 year membership to the Royal Horticultural Society. As RHS Members, we’ll be able to attend  

the Chelsea Flower show on a “Members Only” day. 
• Admission to all gardens. 
• All breakfasts (traditional English) and dinners. 
• Tips & gratuities
• Friendly and knowledgeable professional tour guide. 
• The design and botanical expertise of your CarexTours host.

Tour price excludes:
• Airfare. You’ll book your own flights. 
• Travel insurance. 
• Ground transportation between hotel and airport on arrival and departure days. 
• Lunches (in gardens or pubs). Budget $15 per lunch minimum.
• Meals on arrival and departure days. 
• Hotel accommodations on May 25. CarexTours does not arrange hotels for the night the tour ends 

allowing you the flexibility to continue your travels on your own.

Airfare:  
Airfare is NOT included in the price of the tour. Each tour member will need to make their own 
airline reservations to arrive at Heathrow London on May 18 and depart for home May 26th or later 
if you are continuing your travels on your own.

Passports:  
Passports are required for travel to the UK. Please make sure your passport is current.

Visas:  
Tour members are responsible for getting their own visas.  
Check here to see if you need a visa: www.gov.uk/visas-immigration.

Chelsea Flower Show &  
English Gardens in the Spring
May 19 - 25, 2015



It’s easy to book your tour by email or mail.  
Simply follow these instructions:   

Option #1) Reserve by Email

• Complete Reservation Form in this packet. 

• Email the completed form on page 8 to camullet@gmail.com 

• Your reservation will be secured after a check or credit card deposit/full payment is received. 

• Deposit amount: $800.  
Full payment (double occupancy): $3,165.     
Single supplement: +$600.

• Checks can be mailed to: 
     CarexTours LLC
     516 Philadelphia Avenue
     Takoma Park, MD 20912 USA

Option #2) Reserve by Mail

• Complete Reservation Form in this packet in ink. 

• Mail the completed Reservation Form along with your deposit/full payment to CarexTours.

• Your reservation will be secured after a check or credit card deposit/full payment is received.

• Deposit amount: $800.     
Full payment (double occupancy): $3,165.     
Single supplement: +$600. 

• Checks and Reservation Form can be mailed to: 

  CarexTours LLC  
 516 Philadelphia Avenue   
 Takoma Park, MD 20912 USA

Your trip reservation will be confirmed by email upon receipt of the completed Reservation Form and 
trip deposit/full payment. Payment in full must be received by April 30, 2015.

For questions or help completing your reservation, please contact Carolyn Mullet.  
Phone: 240 429 0889 or Email: camullet@gmail.com. 

Additional information about the CarexTours costs, including details about inclusions and exclusions, 
can be viewed on our pricing page. 
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• Credit card payments can be made by phone: 

     CarexTours LLC
     Carolyn Mullet 
     240 429 0889

• Credit card payments can be made by phone: 

  CarexTours LLC
  Carolyn Mullet 
  240 429 0889 
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RESERVATION FORM
Name(s*) __________________________________________________________________

*Please complete one form per person even if you are sharing accommodations. 

Address ___________________________________________________________________        

City_________________________________ State______________ Zip Code ___________

Country ___________________________________________________________________  

Cell Phone_________________Home Phone_________________ Work Phone __________

Email Address_____________________________Business Name _____________________

Business Website_____________________Business Facebook _______________________

Emergency Contact Name _____________________________________________________

Emergency Contact Cell Phone _________________________________________________

Accommodations:
Check the box that best applies to your accommodations preference.

 I plan to share accommodations with another tour member. __________________________

 I would like CarexTours to help me find a roommate*

*We will try our best but this can’t be guaranteed.

 I will be traveling with a single supplement. 

Special meal requirements:* ___________________________________________________

*We will do our best to accommodate your meal requirements. However, this can’t be guaranteed. 

How did you hear about this tour? ______________________________________________

Price: 

• $3,165 per person, double occupancy, with a minimum of 20 persons. 

• +$600 Single supplement.

• An $800 deposit is due when you book your tour. 

Important Date: 
• Final payment, in full, is due by April 30, 2015. 

 I have read and agree to the Terms and Conditions on pages 9 & 10.  ______ Initial here.

Signature ______________________________________ Date _____________________
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS
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Responsibilities:   
CarexTours, LLC is a limited liability company organized under the laws of the state of Maryland in the U.S. 
CarexTours hosts garden tours operated by Garden Tours. As the hosting organization, CarexTours provides 
reservation services and has designated Garden Tours, a professional tour operator, as its designated tour operator. 
As the designated tour operator, Garden Tours conducts the actual tour at the garden sites. Garden Tours also acts 
as an agent for services connected with specific tours hosted by CarexTours such as ground transportation, lodging 
accommodations, and meals. Each service provider is solely responsible to the participant for providing their 
respective services. 

By making a reservation for a tour hosted by CarexTours, the participant certifies that he/she does not have any 
mental, physical, or other condition or disability that would create a hazard for him/herself or other participants. 
CarexTours and Garden Tours, reserve the right in their sole discretion to accept, decline to accept, or remove any 
participant on a tour hosted by CarexTours.  

Price:
Published tour prices are based upon current exchange rates, tariffs and taxes. Fluctuations in these rates could 
result in a price adjustment without prior notice until the tour is paid in full. Once the price for the tour is paid in full, 
the fee will not be adjusted due to any later change in exchange rates, tariffs or taxes.

Liabilities & booking conditions:
Garden Tours is established in the Netherlands, and rights and responsibilities for all tours operated by Garden 
Tours will be governed by Dutch and EU laws only. CarexTours and Garden Tours will have responsibility only for 
the proven negligent acts and omissions of its employees or agents and suppliers, sub-contractors, servants and/or 
agents of the same while acting within the scope of or in the course of their employment in respect of claims arising 
as a result of death, bodily injury, or illness caused to the signatory to the contract and/or any other named persons 
on the booking form.

Smoking: 
All participants in Garden Tours agree to comply with a non-smoking policy on all coaches and in all lodging places.

Liability: 
CarexTours and Garden Tours have no responsibility or liability to any person for loss of baggage, money or other 
property whatsoever. CarexTours and Garden Tours have no responsibility or liability for any loss or additional 
expenses caused by delay or interruption to travel services through weather conditions (such as rain, wind or fog), 
civil disturbance, riot, illegal acts of third parties, strikes, wars, floods, sickness or any circumstances amounting to 
Force Majeure.

Complaints:
In the unlikely event that you have a complaint, you must promptly inform the Garden Tours tour guide directly, 
so he/she can take remedial action on the spot. If the matter cannot be solved directly, any complaints must be 
submitted in writing to Garden Tours within 20 days after the date of your return.

Your tour canceled by us:
CarexTours and Garden Tours aim to provide your tour as booked. But if, for example, there are not enough people 
booked on your tour or you do not pay the balance of the tour price on time, we may cancel it. We reserve the right 
to cancel your tour in any circumstances, but if we cancel your tour, except where this is because you have not paid, 
you will receive a full refund. 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS CONTINUED
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Changes in itinerary details:    
CarexTours and Garden Tours strive to operate according to our published itinerary. However, in the event of 
unforeseen circumstances beyond our control or opportunities that would enhance the itinerary, adjustments may 
be necessary or appropriate. CarexTours and Garden Tours reserve the right, without penalty, to make changes in 
the published itinerary whenever, in their judgment, conditions warrant or if they deem it necessary for the comfort, 
convenience, or safety of participants. CarexTours will let you know about any important changes when you make 
your reservation. If you have already made your reservation, CarexTours will let you know as soon as we can if there 
is time before your departure.    

Cancellations & refunds:
If you should need to withdraw from the tour for whatever reason, you must notify CarexTours in writing.  
Cancellation becomes effective when written notice is received. The following cancellation charges will apply:  

• Cancel by 3/24/15, the refund will be the deposit  
(or full payment, if that is what you paid as a deposit) less $200 administrative fee.  

• Cancel between 3/25/15 & 4/25/15, the refund will be 50% of total tour price.  

• Cancel after 4/25/15, there will be no refund.

Insurance:
Travel insurance is required in case you have health emergencies or other unforeseen issues arise. World Nomads 
is one well regarded company. It can be found at http://www.worldnomads.com. You might also try “Insure My Trip”, a 
travel insurance search site found at http://www.insuremytrip.com. You may identify other travel insurance providers 
on your own. Before departure, you will be required to provide evidence that you have obtained travel insurance.
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