Join Deryn Thorpe on the Travelrite International

2016 Garden Tour to

ENGLAND,
ITALY & FRANCE
including The Chelsea Flower Show
Visiting London for the Chelsea Flower Show,
Nice, Florence, Rome and Sorrento

May 9 to 30, 2016

Join Deryn Thorpe in a tour to the

Melbourne International Garden Show
Ballarat and the Dandenong Ranges
March 12 to 19, 2016

2016 Garden Tour to

ENGLAND, ITALY & FRANCE
including The Chelsea Flower Show

with Deryn Thorpe
Deryn Thorpe has worked as a journalist for more than 30 years and writes a weekly gardening column in Habitat,
regular garden stories for The West Australian newspaper and monthly in Gardening Australia magazine. Her
experience includes presenting on garden television, gardening talkback on ABC and commercial radio, editing
garden books and work as a garden tour guide. Deryn volunteered for six years with Australia’s Open Garden
Scheme where she was Chair of WA Selectors. Her own beautiful cottage style garden opened for the scheme. She
runs a successful Perth garden consultancy and assists in the family revegetation and land care business. In 2011
she was made a Life Member of the Horticultural Media Association Australia (HMA).

Itinerary
DAY 1 Monday May 9, 2016

Depart Australia

Our holiday begins with an evening Emirates Airlines flight to Nice.

DAY 2 Tuesday May 10, 2016

Nice

This afternoon we arrive in Nice. After clearing Customs we are transferred to our hotel and the
afternoon is free for some exploration of this picturesque city on the French Riviera.

DAY 3 Wednesday May 11, 2016

Nice

This morning a local guide takes us sightseeing to see the best of the French Riviera. We
explore the narrow picturesque streets of Nice and drive along the Corniche Road which
provides spectacular views of the ocean and cliffs as we travel to Monte Carlo, famous for
its casino and royal family. In the afternoon, we’ll visit Le Jardin Exotique d’Eze, perched on a
high outcrop with the most magnificent views overlooking the sea. This garden with its varied
collection of succulents offers a unique experience, and the fortified medieval town of Eze is
an archictectural gem. Tonight we enjoy a welcome dinner in Nice to get to know Deryn Thorpe
and other tour members.

DAY 4 Thursday May 12, 2016

Nice

This morning Deryn will lead the group on our visit to the Villa Ephrussi de Rothschild. The
garden was laid out at the beginning of the 20th century by Baroness Ephrussi de Rothschild,
a member of the wealthy Rothschild family. The garden was developed as a series of
compartments representing different architectural and planting styles. The garden is the
ultimate in manicured French exotic style. Seven gardens laid out around the pink, Venetianstyle villa, represent a voyage around the world including – French, Spanish, Florentine and
Japanese, which are furnished with the ‘spoils’ of her travels. The sea views are wonderful
and the interiors of the villa are simply beautiful. We will have time for lunch in Menton before
visiting Clos du Peyronnet. This estate has remained the property of the same family since
1915. Laid out in the Arts and Crafts style, it takes advantage of the warm climate to nurture
exotic plants such as South African bulbs and unusual fruit trees. The landscaping of Clos du
Peyronnet combines colours and movements through a play of water staircases, formed by
successive ponds, the last step of which is the Mediterranean Sea. Those who would like to
dine together can meet the Tour Manager to go to a nearby restaurant.

DAY 5 Friday May 13, 2016

Nice

We will visit La Serre de la Madone this morning. This famous garden was designed by Lawrence
Johnston during the interwar years, after he had developed well known Hidcote Manor Garden
in England. A visit to a perfumery will give us an insight into the use of the acres of flowers
grown in the Riviera. The afternoon and evening are free for individual exploration of Nice and
its many charming restaurants.

DAY 6 Saturday May 14, 2016

Florence

Today we drive through the picturesque Tuscan countryside, a landscape dotted with small
towns and ancient farmhouses, which has largely remained unchanged over the centuries. Our
destination of Florence, the capital of Tuscany, is the home of Michelangelo and the Medici
family and the cradle of the Renaissance.

DAY 7 Sunday May 15, 2016

Florence

This morning’s walking tour of Florence takes in the Piazza del Duomo, one of the largest
cathedrals in the Christian world. Together with Brunelleschi’s wonderful Dome, we see
the Campanile and the Baptistry. We also wander through the Piazza della Signoria, which
contains the Loggia della Signoria, the Palazza Vecchio and nearby, the Ponte Vecchio over
the Arno River. This afternoon is free to explore Florence as you wish.

DAY 8 Monday May 16, 2016

Florence

Our coach drives us to visit Villa Le Balze an early masterpiece of English architect Cecil
Pinsent who designed a Renaissance-style villa set in just over one hectare of garden. The
garden was created in 1914 on a very steep site overlooking spectacular views of Florence.
To the sides of the house are enclosed formal garden rooms. The lemon garden next to the
house has four box-edged grass enclosures surrounding a circular pool. The formal gardens

give way to a bosco and olive groves. We continue our travel to explore Villa Gamberaia, set
in classic olive-grove country. Restored to its 16th century splendour, the garden is small
but idyllic. The main terrace is laid out with parterres de broderie and the water gardens are
reminiscent of Persian reflecting pools.

DAY 9 Tuesday May 17, 2016

Florence

Today we travel south to Siena, one of the best-preserved medieval towns in Italy. In the
morning we will visit Villa Cetinale, built in the 15th century by the Chigi family, bankers and
money lenders for popes and English kings. Additions to the original house and garden were
carried out by Carlo Fontana, who was a pupil of Bernini. In the gardens are wonderful statues
and the Romitorio, a hermitage where monks lived until near the end of the 19th century.
Lord Lambton bought Vila Cetinale from the Chigi family in 1977 and since then the gardens
have been immaculately restored and enriched. Lord Lampton died eight years ago. In the
afternoon we enjoy a sightseeing tour of Siena with a local guide who will introduce us to the
major sights of the city, including the magnificent Piazza del Campo with its splendid civic
tower and the enormous, partially completed Duomo. The biennial Palio horse race festival is
held here. Siena is also home to the oldest bank in the world and a spectacular town hall. We
return to Florence and those who would like to dine together can meet the Tour Manager to
go to a nearby restaurant.

DAY 10 Wednesday May 18, 2016

Rome

On the way to Rome we stop to visit the gorgeous formal gardens of Villa Lante. Geometrically
organised on four levels along a main axis, emphasised by fountains, it has perfect symmetry.
This is a marvellous Renaissance garden in which murmuring water, flashing fountains, shade
and sunlight alternate under vast plane trees.

DAY 11 Thursday May 19, 2016

Rome

This morning we enjoy a sightseeing tour with a local guide of Rome, which was once the
centre of the Roman Empire. Highlights include the Coliseum, the Vatican and St Peter’s
Basilica before we walk through the old town to see the Spanish Steps, Piazza Navona and the
Pantheon, one of the few perfectly preserved ancient Roman buildings. This afternoon is free
to explore Rome’s many galleries, museums and shops.

DAY 12 Friday May 20, 2016

Rome

This morning Deryn leads us around the high Renaissance garden of Villa d’Este, renowned
for its spectacular use of water, and included in the UNESCO World Heritage list. The garden
was created by architect Pirro Ligorio for Cardinal Ippolito d’Este, using water supplied through
a tunnelled aqueduct from the River Aniene. Highlights include the miniature Rometta, built in
1568 to represent Rome and its seven hills, the Tiber River, the Walk of the Hundred Fountains
and the Organ Fountain. We then visit Villa Adriana, from which Villa d’Este drew inspiration, as
well as many statues and marble used for its construction. Hadrian’s Villa is one of the greatest
monuments of antiquity and now also accorded UNESCO World Heritage listing. Today the site
has wildflowers and tall cypresses growing throughout the complex of over 30 buildings. We
return to Rome for an evening at leisure.

Join Deryn Thorpe on a Garden Tour
to the Melbourne International Flower
and Garden Show and Ballarat
DAY 1 Saturday March 12, 2016

Ballarat

On arrival at Melbourne Airport we will be met by our private coach and drive to Ballarat. A
welcome dinner is included this evening for tour members to get to know one another. Deryn
Thorpe will outline the activities and program of the tour.

DAY 13 Saturday May 21, 2016

Sorrento

Today we travel to Sorrento where we will stay for four nights. On the way we will stop at
the unique Giardino e Rovine di Ninfa. The beautiful gardens ramble through the ruins of
a medieval town, reclaimed as a garden in 1921. Streams and waterfalls punctuate these
romantic gardens, which contain an astonishing collection of plants. As we journey to Sorrento
we have wonderful views of the sea, with citrus groves dotting the surrounding countryside.
Those who would like to dine together can meet the Tour Manager to go to a nearby restaurant
for dinner.

DAY 14 Sunday May 22, 2016

Sorrento

After breakfast we visit Villa Rufolo, one of the oldest surviving palaces in Italy. It dates from
the 13th century and overlooks the sea from a series of garden terraces. There are formal
beds of colourful annuals, plus palms, cycads and yuccas. On the middle level an oleander
walk frames a breathtaking view of the coast. The charming town of Ravello clings to the steep
slopes of the Dragon Hill, inspiring its description by Andre Gide as “nearer to sky than it is
to the shore”. We have time for lunch among Ravello’s enticing alleys, stairways and roofed
passages before continuing to Villa Cimbrone, set on a cliff-top promontory. Full of statues and
small temples, the garden features a long, wisteria-clad pergola, rose garden and bedding out
gardens. The ‘Walk of the Infinite’ ends in a belvedere, situated where the views and its height
above the sea leaves you breathless.

DAY 15 Monday May 23, 2016

Sorrento

Today we travel to the island of Ischia to visit the famous garden, La Mortella. Here we explore
a 2 hectare garden massed with rare trees, palms, shrubs, ferns and bulbs. Features include
an Islamic-style rill of water leading to a pool. This is part of an extension to the garden by
famous British landscape designer Russell Page for Lady Walton. His design incorporates the
dramatic topography into the site and includes a series of rock pools, their banks a home for
bog plants, ferns and bamboo, which contrast with the parched Mediterranean hillside. The
tropical glasshouse has hummingbirds as the entire design was created to delight all senses.
On our return, the remaining afternoon is free for individual exploration.

DAY 16 Tuesday May 24, 2016

Sorrento

A highlight of the tour, today we will visit the ancient ruins of Pompeii, the Roman city
destroyed by an eruption of the volcano Vesuvius in AD79. The impressive ruins help
us understand what life was like at the height of the Roman Empire, 2000 years ago.
Our guided tour of this ancient city is with a local expert. The Casa dei Vettii is the
most lavishly decorated dwelling in the town. Faithfully restored, it is the finest example
of a Pompeiian house and garden. On our return to Sorrento the afternoon is free for
individual exploration. The Tour Manager will meet those wishing to dine as a group.

DAY 17 Wednesday May 25, 2016

London

Today we fly to London for three nights. To begin our exploration of this fascinating and historic
city, we meet our London Blue Badge guide for a comprehensive tour of the main sights. We
take in Buckingham Palace, Whitehall, Trafalgar Square, The Strand, St Paul’s Cathedral and
the Tower of London. The rest of the afternoon is at leisure to shop or sightsee amidst the bustle
of the city. Our Tour Manager will meet those wishing to dine with the group in the lobby to go
to a nearby restaurant for dinner or you may like to take in a show in London’s theatre district.

DAY 18 Thursday May 26, 2016

London

The highlight of our time in London is our escorted visit with Deryn Thorpe to the famous
Chelsea Flower Show. It is the summer event in the English horticultural calendar and boasts
about twenty amazing landscaped gardens built by prominent landscapers and more than five
hundred displays featuring the best flowers, plants and trees and many new introductions. For
gardeners, it is the experience of a lifetime and a highlight of our garden tour.

DAY 19 Friday May 27, 2016

London

DAY 2 Sunday March 13, 2016

Ballarat

This morning we visit David Glen’s garden Lambley situated around an old farmhouse in the
hot dry windswept plains of the Central Victorian Goldfields. It features frost-hardy plants
requiring very little watering. The extensive organic veggie garden has trial gardens for
vegetables and flowers. In the afternoon we visit the Ballarat Botanical Gardens, started in
1858 and covering an area of forty hectares divided into three distinct zones with a central
area preserving the “Gardenesque” style of the Victorian pleasure garden. Located on the
western shore of picturesque Lake Wendouree, a highlight of the gardens are greenhouses
full of spectacular begonias. We will be visiting during the Begonia Festival, where we will
see a stunning begonia display and parade and many other activities. Deryn will meet those
wishing to dine with the group.

DAY 3 Monday March 14, 2016

Ballarat

This morning our garden visit is to Stonefields, Paul Bangay’s spectacular garden developed
using knowledge gained during twenty years designing gardens all around the world. This
garden is one of the many highlights of our tour and includes stone paths that meander
through garden rooms that open out to a spectacular country view. We travel to Daylesford
for free time for lunch and to explore Daylesford’s array of boutique shops. We continue
our travels to visit Frogmore Gardens. Twelve years ago, Zena Bethell and Jack Marshall
bought eight acres near Trentham, turning three hectares into a stunning garden and nursery
specializing in flowering perennials for the herbaceous border and drought tolerant prairie style
gardens. This evening Deryn will meet those wishing to dine with the group.

DAY 4 Tuesday March 15, 2016

Melbourne

This morning we return to Melbourne for a sightseeing tour with a local guide. Experience
the beautiful architecture of famous landmarks including the Melbourne Town Hall, St Pauls
Cathedral, Victorian Parliament and Flinders Street Station. We finish at the Melbourne Botanic
Gardens, which covers thirty six hectares. You may wander around the gardens or continue
on the coach with a drop off in the center of Melbourne. The afternoon is free for lunch or
shopping. The tour manager will suggest restaurants for those not going to the theatre. We will
organise tickets for a current show (at tour member’s expense).

DAY 5 Wednesday March 16, 2016

Melbourne

Today we visit the 21st Melbourne International Flower and Garden Show, the biggest and best
show of its type in the Southern Hemisphere and is ranked in the top five flower shows in the
world. Floral displays fill the world heritage listed Royal Exhibition Building and the surrounding
Carlton Gardens. Around the building are landscape displays created by some of Australia’s
most talented landscape designers. Deryn will give those interested a tour of the display
gardens – pointing out elements used by the designers that we can incorporate in our own
backyards. While keen gardeners will want to spend all day at the show, others may also take
time to visit the adjacent Melbourne Museum.

DAY 6 Thursday March 17, 2016

Melbourne

Today we travel through the picturesque countryside on the Mornington Peninsula to visit
some of the best gardens in Australia. We first visit The Royal Botanic Gardens at Cranbourne.
Deryn will take us on a exploration of the spectacular landscape which has a dramatic red sand
garden, rock pool waterways, Eucalypt walk and exhibition gardens all featuring Australian
plants. We continue to Heronswood gardens, home of Diggers Seeds. We will have lunch at
the Fork to Fork restaurant, where the vegetables and fruits served are heirloom selections
picked straight from the gardens. This is followed by a tour of Diggers, who have Australia’s
largest range of heirloom vegetables, cottage and fruit plants for sale. We continue to the
Garden Vineyard, featured in Monte Don’s Around the World in 80 Gardens. We return to
Melbourne and Deryn will meet those wishing to dine as a group to recommend a restaurant.

DAY 7 Friday March 18, 2016

Melbourne

This morning we visit Hampton Court Palace and Garden. The Palace is an interesting insight
into the activities of British monarchs from Henry VIII onwards. The garden is most famous for
its Great Vine, planted in 1768, which still produces hundreds of Black Hamburg grapes each
year. The Pond Gardens offer a magnificent display of bedding plants. The newly restored
Privy Garden of William III is a spectacular example of the Baroque, with parterres, cut work,
clipped yews and spring and summer displays of 17th century plants. In the afternoon, we
visit a private garden in West London. This is a true collectors’ garden, with perennial borders,
a knot garden, bog garden, conservatory and views to a private park. We will have a farewell
dinner this evening to say goodbye to our new friends.

Today we travel to the Dandenong Ranges to visit two of Deryn’s favourite gardens. We
first visit Cloudehill where a maze of stone walls and jewel like garden rooms are set within
woodlands of historic cool climate trees. We will have an included lunch here as the food is
as good as the gorgeous views. This afternoon we travel to Olinda, the home garden of Phillip
Johnson. Phillip’s spectacular design for Fleming’s Nurseries won Best Garden in Show at the
Chelsea Flower Show in 2013. His gorgeous home garden has a sustainable billabong that
doubles as a chemical free swimming pool. Beautifully positioned walkways meander through
the garden featuring many indigenous plants. We return to Melbourne for a farewell dinner on
the Colonial Tramcar Restaurant. The historic tram will drive us around the city where we can
admire Melbourne’s quaint streets while enjoying a fine meal with drinks included.

DAY 20 Saturday May 28, 2016

DAY 8 Saturday March 19, 2016

Departure

The morning is free for individual activities. In the afternoon we visit the Royal Horticultural
Garden, Wisley. The RHS was given Wisley Estate in trust by Sir Thomas Hanbury in 1903. The
site trials flowers, vegetables and fruit and highlights include the three conservatories, rose
garden, magnificent specimens of Japanese maples and spectacular perennial borders. We
continue to Heathrow airport for our return flight to Australia.

DAY 21 Sunday May 29, 2016
DAY 22 Monday May 30, 2016
The group arrives in Australia and tour arrangements conclude.

In flight
Australia

Departure

The morning is free for individual activity. We travel to the airport in the early afternoon for a
flight home and the tour concludes.

2016 Garden Tour to

ENGLAND,
ITALY & FRANCE

including The Chelsea Flower Show
with Deryn Thorpe

May 9 to 30, 2016

The price per person twin-share
Single supplement
Air taxes fuel and government surcharges 1 /6/15

$ 9995
$ 1995
$ 735

Included in the price are:

Not included in the price are:
•
•
•
•
•

• Return economy-class air travel from Perth, Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane
to and return from Europe
• Travel in first-class chartered coach
• Accommodation in first-class and moderate first-class, centrally located hotels
with private facilities throughout the tour. Hotel taxes and service charges
• Buffet or continental breakfasts in Europe. A welcome dinner in Nice and a
farewell dinner in London
• Entry to gardens, museums and attractions as detailed in the itinerary
• Tour leadership by Deryn Thorpe
• Tour management by Travelrite International Pty. Ltd

Why not stay on in London
We have special group rates at our hotel in London.

Garden tour to the Melbourne International
Flower and Garden Show and Ballarat
Included in the price are:
• Travel in first-class chartered coach
• Accommodation in first-class and moderate first-class hotels, taxes and service charges.
• Buffet breakfast during the tour. Two lunches, one dinner in Ballarat and a Farewell
Dinner on the Tramcar Restaurant
• Sightseeing tours as listed in the itinerary
• Entrances to gardens and attractions as detailed in itinerary
• Tour leadership by Deryn Thorpe
• A Travelrite travel bag

Passport and visa fees
Travel insurance
Meals unless specified in itinerary
Sightseeing and general expenses unless specified in the itinerary
Additional travel arrangements not in the detailed itinerary
– these will be quoted for separately

The price per person twin-share $ 2995
Single supplement
$ 520
Prices include GST

Not included in the price are:
• Travel insurance
• Air fares. Please speak to our travel consultants about the most
competitive air fare available
• Meals unless specified in the itinerary
• Sightseeing and general expenses unless specified in the itinerary
• Additional travel arrangements not detailed in the itinerary will be
quoted for separately

General Information and Booking Conditions
Touring can involve a considerable amount of walking and stair climbing in the places visited
and it is important that all tour participants have a level of physical fitness that allows them to
take part in this tour without the need of assistance from others.
TOUR OPERATOR: Travelrite International Pty Ltd (ABN 64 005 817
078) is the tour organiser. All passengers must complete and sign a
Travelrite International booking form.
DEPOSIT AND PAYMENT: A deposit of $600 per passenger should be
sent with a completed Travelrite International booking. A confirmation
advice will be posted to the client. Final payments are due to be paid
to Travelrite International 60 days prior to the commencement of the
2016 Garden Tour to England, France & Italy. A 1% administration fee
will be added to payments by Visa or Mastercard and 3 % for payment
by AMEX or Diners Club cards.
CANCELLATION CHARGES: Cancellations within 60 days of
departure will result in the loss of all monies paid. Cancellation
outside 60 days from departure will result in a cancellation fee of
$600 per person. Travelrite International reserves the right to apply
a currency surcharge if the Australian dollar decreases in value from
the rate at 1/6/15.
REFUNDS: The tour is based on arrangements that do not allow for
any refunds in respect to sightseeing, accommodation, meals, airfare
or other services not utilized after the tour has commenced.
TRAVEL DOCUMENTS: All passengers will require a valid passport.
Visas for countries visited are not required for Australian passport
holders. If you hold another passport please check with Travelrite.
TRAVEL INSURANCE: Adequate travel insurance is highly recommended
to cover tour members for the consequences of unforeseen events
during the tour and for cancellation fees which could result from events
such as illness, accident, death etc.

BAGGAGE: Passengers qualify for a 20kg free baggage allowance.
MINIMUM TOUR NUMBERS & CONDITIONS: The tour has been
priced on the basis of a minimum number of 20 passengers having
booked 60 days prior to departure. Travelrite reserves the right
to cancel the tour, giving a full refund of all monies paid or offer
arrangements to proceed with the tour at a modified cost. Travelrite
reserves the right to change advertised entrances if necessary for the
smooth operation of the tour.
RESPONSIBILITIES: Travelrite International Pty Ltd. (Licence No:
30858) is the tour organiser. Travelrite acts only as an agent in
the making of arrangements for hotels, transportation, restaurants
or any other service and does not assume any liability whatsoever
for any injury, damage, death, loss, accident or delay to person or
property due to an act of negligence or a default of any hotel, carrier,
restaurant company or person rendering any services included in
the tour, or by act of God. Further no responsibilities are accepted
for any damage or delay due to sickness, pilferage, labour disputes,
machinery break-down, quarantine, government restraints, weather,
terrorism or other causes beyond their control. No responsibility is
accepted for any additional expense, omission, delays, re-routing or
acts of any government authority. The passage contract between the
carriers concerned, when issued, shall constitute the sole contract
between the carriers and the purchasers of this tour and/or the
passengers. The right is reserved to withdraw any tour and/or make
such changes in the tour as may be found desirable or necessary
for the convenience of the parties and the proper carrying out of the
tour. This contract shall be construed in accordance of the laws of the
State of Victoria, Australia.

HOW TO BOOK: Bookings can be made by sending full names and
addresses of intending tour members with a deposit of $600 for
the tour.

Travelrite International Pty Ltd
423 Whitehorse Road
Balwyn, Victoria 3103
Further information or a booking form can be obtained by contacting
Travelrite International on the following numbers:

Toll Free: 1800 630 343
Phone: (03) 8803 6868
Fax:
(03) 9836 8068
Email: balwyn@travelrite.com.au
www.travelrite.com.au

ABOUT TRAVELRITE INTERNATIONAL: Travelrite International Pty
Ltd (A.C.N. 005 817 078) is a well-established travel company which
has been operating in the eastern suburbs of Melbourne for more than
30 years. It has two ATAS (A10538) accredited offices Heathmont,
and Balwyn. As such, it directly represents the major airlines of the
world and all major domestic and international tour and transport
operators. Travelrite International has been operating special interest
tours for twenty five years, and now runs 50 tours a year. Travelrite
International Pty Ltd is a full member of the Australian Federation of
Travel Agents - AFTA.

