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DAY 1 Wednesday May 18, 2016 In flight
We start our holiday with a flight to Europe.

DAY 2 Thursday May 19, 2016 Dubrovnik
On arrival, we transfer to a flight to Dubrovnik, where we are met by our private coach then 
transferred to our hotel. The walled city of Dubrovnik is situated on a promontory surrounded 
by the beautiful waters of the Adriatic, and is listed by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site. It was 
founded in the 7th-century by fugitives from the Roman city of Epidaurum and is renowned for 
its monuments, its magnificent walls and welcoming atmosphere.

DAY 3 Friday May 20, 2016 Dubrovnik
This morning a local guide takes us on a walking tour through Dubrovnik. We will see the 
impressive Fort of St John and the Sponza Palace, built in the 14th century as the mint for 
the city, and Dubrovnik’s Cathedral and Treasury, built after the earthquake of 1667. The Big 
Onofrio’s Fountains are part of the 15th-century water supply system and features 16 carved 
masks that gush drinking water. We also visit the Franciscan Friary, begun in 1317, with its 
late Romanesque cloisters around a tranquil garden. This afternoon will be free for individual 
activity. A walk around the walls or shopping in the many small shops promises to be great fun. 
We will enjoy an included welcome dinner this evening. 

DAY 4 Saturday May 21, 2016 Dubrovnik
This morning we travel along the picturesque coast to visit Trsteno Arboretum. It was started in 
the 15th century by a local noble family, Gozzein, who built an aqueduct in 1492, for irrigation, 
that is still in use. The Arboretum suffered damage during the 1991 war, but its pride and joy, 
two Oriental Plane Trees, survived undamaged. We then take a boat to the lovely, historic 
island of Lopud, famous for its sandy beaches and lush vegetation. We will be able to see the 
two forts, now in ruins, and the Franciscan monastery dating from the 15th century.

DAY 5 Sunday May 22, 2016 Dubrovnik
Today will be a day to relax and explore individually. The tour manager will give you ideas of 
activities that you may like to undertake.

DAY 6 Monday May 23, 2016 Hvar
As we travel north along the spectacular Dalmatian coast, we’ll look out over several of the 
picturesque islands. At Drvenik we catch a ferry for the short ride to the garden island of Hvar, 
described as one of the ten most beautiful islands in the world. We’ll see vineyards, lavender 

fields and ancient olive trees on our way to the historic village of Hvar, where we stay overnight. 
Hvar has one of the first theatres built in Europe and its beautiful piazza is the centre of this 
pretty town’s life. Enjoy strolling around, soaking up the atmosphere and try some of its famous 
seafood for dinner.

DAY 7 Tuesday May 24, 2016 Hvar
This morning we will enjoy a sightseeing tour of Hvar. We first tour gorgeous Hvar Town, where 
we see the surrounding walls, the theatre, the main square with the Cathedral of St Stephen, 
from the 17th century, the clock tower with the civic loggia and the Hektorovic Palace. We 
travel into the countryside to visit Stari Grad, founded by the Syracusans in the 4th century 
BC, where we will see the ruins of a Roman villa with mosaic floors. We return to our hotel and 
the rest of the day and evening is free to explore as you please. 

DAY 8 Wednesday May 25, 2016 Split
Today we catch the ferry to Split, passing more of the beautiful islands in this group. The 
old town of Split grew up around the Emperor Diocletian’s vast Roman palace, one of the 
largest and best-preserved remains from the Roman world. We join a local guide for a walking 
tour of the old city of Split to see Diocletian’s Palace, the renaissance town hall on People’s 
Square, and the Marina Tower built by the Venetians in the 15th century. The remainder of the 
afternoon will be free for individual exploration of this fascinating town and the tour manager 
will recommend some local restaurants for dinner.

DAY 9 Thursday May 26, 2016 Split
Our journey today takes us to the picturesque area of Seven Castles. The name Kastela was 
given to a series of fortifications built by the Venetian governor and local noblemen to defend 
the area against the Turks. We visit the Botanical Gardens in Kastel Luksic, then travel further 
north to Trogir, where we enjoy a sightseeing tour. Set on a small island now connected to 
the mainland, it is one of the jewels of the Dalmatian coast. The town underwent a period of 
extraordinary artistic growth in the 1190s, first under the Hungarians and, from the 1420s, 
under Venetian rule. It is now a UNESCO World Heritage site. This evening we will enjoy an 
included dinner to celebrate the end of the pre-tour.

DAY 10 Friday May 27, 2016 Paris 
This morning we travel to the airport for our flight to Paris. On arrival in Paris we will meet other 
members of our group.
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Helen Young is a well-known garden identity, whose weekly columns for 
The Weekend Australian newspaper have been a regular feature since 
February 2001. Sydney residents will know her 
as a long-term regular on 702ABC’s Saturday 
morning gardening talkback show. She 
has published two gardening books, is 
House and Garden magazine’s garden 
writer, and contributes to other garden 
magazines. Operating her own 
landscaping business for the past 23 
years, Helen designs and advises on 
gardens, and is passionate about 
plants. She has led garden tours 
to Spain, Portugal, England, Italy, 
France, the  Czech Republic, 
Dubai, Morocco, the Netherlands, 
Switzerland, Japan, New Zealand 
and Tasmania. Helen looks 
forward to sharing her horticultural 
knowledge and enthusiasm with 
members of this tour.
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DAY 1 Thursday May 26, 2016 Departure
We depart Australia on our flight to Paris.

DAY 2 Friday May 27, 2016 Paris
On arrival in Paris we are met by private coach and transferred to our hotel, where we’ll have 
time to freshen up, before enjoying a sightseeing tour of the romantic city of Paris with a local 
guide. Highlights include the Notre Dame, the Louvre, the Tuileries and a drive along the 
Champs Elysee to the Arc de Triomphe. Those wishing to dine together can meet in the lobby, 
where the tour manager will suggest good-value restaurants for dinner.

DAY 3 Saturday May 28, 2016 Paris 
This morning we visit Claude Monet’s famous house and garden at Giverny. The garden, with 
its ponds and water lilies and Japanese bridge, appears in many of the artist’s paintings. 
Another section of the garden has a more formal layout, featuring espaliered apples and 
pears and abundant plantings of roses, irises, spring bulbs, poppies and more. It has been 
magnificently restored and gives a vivid impression of Monet’s inspiration. Helen will make sure 
that we get the most out of this garden. This evening we will enjoy a welcome dinner to formally 
meet Helen and other tour members.

DAY 4 Sunday May 29, 2016 Paris
This morning we visit the Chateau de Bagatelle on the edge of the Bois de Boulogne. In 
addition to the noted rose garden with its climbing roses, there is a water lily pool, grotto, 
potager and iris garden. We will have free time to explore Paris in the afternoon.

Itinerary



DAY 5 Monday May 30, 2016 Beaune
Today we head to the Burgundy region of France and visit Jardins de l’Abbey de Fontenay. The 
abbey was founded in 1118 by St Bernard of Clairvaux. It is the oldest preserved Cistercian 
Abbey in the world and was included in the World Heritage Sites register by UNESCO in 1981. 
Surrounding the abbey is a wonderful landscaped park, nestled in the hollow of a valley 
that stretches over 1,200 hectares. The park was transformed by landscape architect Peter 
Holms in 1977. We will see a wide variety of roses, viburnums and hydrangeas as well as 
many ancient trees and a trout pond. It was classified as a remarkable garden in 2004. We 
continue on to Beaune, for a two-night stay. The tour manager will give recommendations of 
local restaurants for dinner.

DAY 6 Tuesday May 31, 2016 Beaune
This morning, we enjoy a sightseeing tour of the charming small town of Beaune with a local 
guide. The tour will include a visit to the famous Hotel-Dieu, founded as a hospital by Rolin 
in 1443, and a great example of Burgundian-Flemish art. We then travel with our local guide 
through the famous Cote de Nuits wine-producing area to the village of Nuits St Georges to 
enjoy a wine tasting at one of the famous Burgundy wine chateaux. On our drive north of 
Beaune, through the vineyards and west towards the mountains, we will see some of France’s 
most beautiful countryside. This evening, join us for an included dinner at our hotel.

DAY 7 Wednesday June 1, 2016 Strasbourg
We travel north of Beaune for a visit to the gardens of the Chateau de Barbirey. This park-like 
garden is set on 8ha in the l’Ouche Valley. A superb potager garden, orchard and natural 
prairie area are highlights of our visit. We continue to beautiful Strasbourg, where we will 
stay for the next three nights. Known as the “Venice of the north”, the city grew up around its 
first cathedral, established in the 7th century, later replaced by the Romanesque cathedral 
seen today. Strasbourg remained a free city within the Holy Roman Empire until eventually 
submitting to annexation by Louis XIV in 1681. The historic centre of Strasbourg was classified 
as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 1988.

DAY 8 Thursday June 2, 2016 Strasbourg
A sightseeing tour of Strasbourg this morning includes the cathedral and a walk through the 
Old City, with its timber-framed houses and traditional features, such as wooden galleries and 
loggias. We see Place Kleber, the city’s most famous square. This afternoon will be free to 
explore the city individually – perhaps visit one of the many museums or shop in the historic 
centre of this charming town.

DAY 9 Friday June 3, 2016 Strasbourg
This morning we visit the Chateau de Kolbsheim and its garden. The chateau has two wings, the 
oldest built in 1703, with lovely views over the Alsatian plains. The upper part of the garden is a 
formal French garden, decorated with ponds, fountains, hedges and topiaries. The lower part 
is an English park, with many venerable trees. Much of the garden was destroyed in the First 
World War, but has been restored by the current owners, the Grunelius family. We continue 
our journey for a visit to Saverne’s historic rose garden, which contains more than 8,500 rose 
bushes with a total of 550 different varieties. With its attractive pools and fountains, this is a 
gorgeous garden, full of fragrance and colour. The remainder of the afternoon and evening will 
be free for your own exploration.

DAY 10 Saturday June 4, 2016 Regensburg
Today we travel east, across the European plain into Bavaria, continuing to Regensburg. On 
the southern side of Stuttgart, we visit the private garden of Waltraud and Hans Fahrion. The 
garden has been established for 20 years and features many box plants pruned into different 
shapes and used to divide the garden into garden rooms. A hint of the baroque is added by 
sculptures, stone shapes and furniture. We continue our journey to Regensburg.

DAY 11 Sunday June 5, 2016 Regensburg
Regensburg was originally a Roman garrison town, guarding the northernmost part of the 
Danube. It was a centre of religious life in the Middle Ages and became a trading hub. We 
will have a guided tour of this captivating town this morning. We will see the eight-storied Old 
Town Hall built in the 13th century and the Haidplatz, a square surrounded by historic buildings 
with the Fountain of Justice at its centre. We will see the green belt surrounding the historic 
centre. In the afternoon we visit the Palace and Gardens of Thurn and Taxis. The present 
palace was converted from an abbey and given to the prince, as compensation for his loss of 
the Bavarian postal monopoly in 1812. We visit the Max Buchhauser Garden, which is located 
on the north side of the Danube. This sculpture garden is impressive because of Max’s bizarre 
and whimsical character. 

DAY 12 Monday June 6, 2016 Passau 
This morning we drive to Passau, where we board our four-star river boat for our seven night 
cruise. Passau is known as the “town of three rivers” as it lies at the junction of the Inn, the 
Danube and the small River Ilz. The old town, with its baroque churches and patrician houses, 
lies crowded onto the narrow tongue of land separating the rivers. The rest of the day will be 
free to explore the boat and the charming town of Passau.

DAY 13 Tuesday June 7, 2016 Melk/Vienna
This morning we stop at the town of Melk for a visit to the Benedictine Abbey on a rocky 
outcrop above the town. The abbey was founded in 1089 when Leopold II gave one of his 
castles to the Benedictine monks. The monastic school was founded in the 12th century and 
the baroque abbey in the early 18th century. We continue to Vienna, where we arrive early 
evening and are moored overnight. 

DAY 14 Wednesday June 8, 2016 Vienna
This morning we will enjoy a sightseeing tour of this grand city. We will see the Hofburg Palace, 
the former winter residence of the Hapsburgs, the Parliament, St Stephens Cathedral, which 
is known for its vast roof of glittering tiles, and the wide boulevards befitting an imperial city. In 
the afternoon we will visit the Schonbrunn Palace and Gardens now a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. This is the former summer residence of the imperial family. It takes its name from a 
beautiful spring that was found on the site. Leopold 1 started building the grand baroque 
residence here in 1695. Half a century later, Maria Theresa transformed it into a glittering 
focus of court life. It remains the premier architectural, cultural and historic monument in 
Austria. The extensive gardens feature fountains and statues framed by trees and alleyways. 
There are follies, an orangerie, a French garden with a maze and a magnificent tropical 
greenhouse erected in 1882.

DAY 15 Thursday June 9, 2016 Budapest
We arrive in Budapest late morning. After mooring, we will enjoy a sightseeing tour of Buda, 
the hilly area around the castle. We see the ornamental gateway leading to the Hapsburg Steps 
and the royal palace and visit Matyas Church built between the 13th and 15th centuries. It was 
rebuilt in the baroque style by Franciscan friars in the 16th century. From Gellert Hill, we will get 
a stunning view of Budapest. We cross the Danube to Pest via the Chain Bridge, the city’s first 
permanent bridge. It was built in 1839 and led to an expansion of Pest in the late 19th and 20th 
centuries. Other sights on our tour around Pest include the Hungarian National Museum, the 
Parliament Building designed by Imre Steindl, the winner of a competition, and many Secession 
buildings. In the afternoon, we visit the Fuveszkert Botanical Garden located in the grounds of a 
villa in Pest. There are approximately 6,000 species of plants in the collection and a 150-year-
old ginkgo tree, as well as a palm house with tropical and sub-tropical plants.

DAY 16 Friday June 10, 2016 Esztergom
This morning is free to explore Budapest. We depart on our cruise to Esztergom at lunch time. 
Esztergom is Hungary’s most sacred town, the seat of the Archbishop of Hungary. We have 
free time in the hour we are docked to explore this attractive town.

DAY 17 Saturday June 11, 2016 Bratislava
After docking in Bratislava, we travel to visit Buchlovice Castle. This Italian-designed summer 
house was built at the end of the 17th century for an Italian, Agnese Carlonna. During the 18th 
century the Berchtold family transformed the land around the villa into an elegant landscape 
of 65 hectares crossed by winding paths and dropping to a bridge over a stream. There is 
an outstanding collection of well-grown trees, now in their maturity. We return to the boat 
mid-afternoon.

DAY 18 Sunday June 12, 2016 Durnstein
Today we wake in the charming baroque village of Durnstein. We will have a sightseeing tour 
of the town and see the ruined castle where Richard the Lionheart was incarcerated. We then 
travel to a winery in the Wachau Valley for a tasting of wines typical of this region. We return to 
the boat at lunch time and sail to Passau. 

DAY 19 Monday June 13, 2016 Passau/in flight
We travel to Munich airport to board our flight to Australia.

DAY 20 Tuesday June 14, 2016 Australia 
We arrive in Australia this morning and tour arrangements conclude. 

Relax and enjoy



 

TOUR COSTS: The tour costs are based on airfare, general transport, 
accommodation costs and foreign exchange rate at 10 June 2015. 
Travelrite reserves the right to alter the costs if any of these factors 
change, giving any passenger that has booked the right to withdraw 
with full refund of monies paid or modify arrangements. No alterations 
to price will be made within 90 days of departure from Australia. An 
additional 1% administration fee will be added to payment by Visa 
and Mastercard and 3% to payment by AMEX and Diners Club cards.

DEPOSITS AND PAYMENTS: A deposit of $800 per passenger is 
required at the time of booking. Full payment will be required 90 days 
before departure. Travelrite International reserves the right to apply 
a currency surcharge if the Australian dollar decreases in value from 
the rate at 10 June 2015.

AIR TAXES: from Sydney/Melbourne as listed in the itinerary. Please 
contact us for air taxes from different cities. The tour price and air 
taxes are as 10 June 2015. If there is any change due to government 
and airline charges and currency variations Travelrite International 
reserves the right to charge additional amounts. 

CANCELLATION CONDITIONS for the gardening tour are as follows: 
Cancellations within 90 days of departure will result in the loss of all 
monies paid. Cancellation outside 90 days from departure will result 
in a cancellation fee of $800 per person. 

TRAVEL INSURANCE: Travel insurance is recommended to cover the 
costs of cancellation fees due to illness, death in family, etc.

MINIMUM TOUR NUMBERS: The tour has been based on a minimum 
of 20 passengers having booked 90 days prior to departure. Travelrite 
reserves the right to cancel the tour, giving a full refund of all monies 

paid or offer arrangements to proceed with the tour at a modified 
cost. Travelrite reserves the right to change advertised entrances if 
necessary for the smooth operation of the tour. 

REFUNDS: The tour is based on arrangements, which do not allow for 
any refunds in respect to sightseeing, accommodation, meals, airfare 
or other services not utilised after the tour has commenced.

BAGGAGE: All passengers qualify for 20 kilos of free baggage 
allowance on the flight.

RESPONSIBILITY: Travelrite International Pty Ltd. is the tour 
organiser. Neither Nationwide News Pty Limited nor any of its 
subsidiaries, nor any of its newspapers have any involvement in the 
tour, and have no liability of any kind to any person in relation to the 
tour. Travelrite acts only as an agent in the making of arrangements 
with carriers, hoteliers and others for the tour. As a result we 
cannot accept liability for any act or omission whatsoever, whether 
negligent or otherwise of those carriers, hoteliers or other persons 
providing services in connection with the tour over whom we have 
no direct or exclusive control. We do not accept responsibility for 
any injury, damage, loss, delay, change of schedule or any other 
events which are beyond our direct control, such as, but not limited 
to, war, terrorism, flood, fire, civil disturbance, acts of god, acts 
of Government, or any other authorities, accidents to or failure of 
machinery or equipment, or industrial action. The passage contract 
in use by the carriers concerned, shall constitute the sole contract 
between the transportation companies or firms and the purchasers of 
these tours and the passengers. Baggage is at own risk throughout 
the tour. The contract shall be construed in accordance with the laws 
of the State of Victoria.

HOW TO BOOK: Bookings can be made by sending full names and 
addresses of intending tour members with a deposit of $600 for 
the tour. 

Travelrite International Pty Ltd
423 Whitehorse Road
Balwyn, Victoria 3103
Further information or a booking form can be obtained by contacting 
Travelrite International on the following numbers:

Toll Free: 1800 630 343
Phone: (03) 8803 6868
Fax: (03) 9836 8068
Email: balwyn@travelrite.com.au
www.travelrite.com.au
ABOUT TRAVELRITE INTERNATIONAL: Travelrite International Pty 
Ltd (A.C.N. 005 817 078) is a well established travel company which 
has been operating in the eastern suburbs of Melbourne for more 
than 30 years. It is a member of ATAS (number A10538) and has two 
accredited IATA offices, Heathmont and Balwyn. As such, it directly 
represents the major airlines of the world and all major domestic and 
international tour and transport operators. Travelrite International has 
been operating special interest tours for 30 years, and now runs 100 
tours a year. Travelrite International Pty Ltd is a full member of the 
Australian Federation of Travel Agents – AFTA.

General Information and Booking Conditions
Touring can involve a considerable amount of walking and stair climbing in the places visited 
and it is important that all tour participants have a level of physical fitness that allows them to 
take part in this tour without the need of assistance from others.

Included in the price:  
• Return economy-class air travel to Europe. Passengers will be able to extend 

their stay in Europe at minimal extra airfare
• Travel in first-class chartered coaches
• Accommodation in first-class and moderate first-class, centrally located hotels, 

with private facilities, throughout the tour. Hotel taxes and service charges
• Buffet or continental breakfasts throughout the tour
• A dinner in Paris and full board while on the 4-star river boat on the main tour 

and two dinners on the pre-tour
• Sightseeing tours, entry to gardens, museums and attractions as detailed  

in the itinerary
• Tour leadership by Helen Young
• Tour management by Travelrite International Pty. Ltd. with a staff member 

meeting the group on arrival in Europe for the tour
• A Travelrite travel bag

Not included in the price: 
• Passport and visa fees
• Travel insurance
• Meals unless specified in the itinerary
• Sightseeing and general expenses unless specified in the itinerary 
• Additional travel arrangements not detailed in the itinerary  

– these will be quoted for separately
• Gratuities

Tour members may wish to join Deryn Thorpe for a two-night stay in London to visit the Chelsea Flower Show. 
Depart Australia May 24, 2016. Enjoy a sightseeing tour of London on May 25 and visit the spectacular Chelsea Flower Show guided by Deryn Thorpe, 
a well-known garden writer and expert. May 27, fly to Paris to join Helen Young and the tour group. Speak to our travel consultant for a price.   

 Twin Single
Lower Deck Standard $ 9995 $ 11695
Middle Deck Comfort $ 10395 $ 12195
Middle Deck Superior $ 10495 $ 12295 
Upper Deck Deluxe $ 10695 $ 12595
Upper Deck Deluxe Suite $ 11295 $ 13295

Included air taxes of $ 908 as at 10/6/2015

The price per person twin-share $ 4315
Single supplement $ 995

Prices for the pre-tour to the Croatian Coast 
May 18 to 27, 2016

2016 Garden Tour to 

with Helen Young – May 26 to June 14, 2016 

Pre-tour
to the 

Chelsea 
Flower 
Show  

plus a river cruise on the Danubeplus a river cruise on the Danube

France & GermanyFrance & Germany

Prices per person for the European Garden Tour


