S p e c ialists in Customised Group T r a v e l

GARDEN TOUR TO JAPAN
15 Day Tour with Bruce Spence
11 -25 November, 2016

Your Tour Leader
Whilst he is publicly known for his roles in numerous film, television and
theatre productions in Australia and overseas, the iconic Australian actor
Bruce Spence has another side to his life.
Growing up a wine making family in New Zealand, Bruce was immersed in
horticulture from birth. From a very early age Bruce and his brother devoted
their spare time to working in the family vineyard and cellars. While still
schoolboys they very successfully operated a small commercial market
garden focusing on Mediterranean vegetables rarely seen in New Zealand
at the time. Bruce then went on to complete a Diploma in Horticulture at
Massey University in New Zealand. In 1966 he left New Zealand to seek his
fortune in Australia. Whilst pursuing his acting career in Melbourne and later
Sydney, he also continued to work in horticulture, landscaping gardens etc.
Years later he completed an Associate Diploma in Landscape Design at Ryde TAFE in NSW. Bruce
has been a volunteer “Growing Friend” at the Sydney Royal Botanic Gardens for many years. His
activities there include, propagating, selling and promoting the plants of the Botanic Gardens.

Tour Highlights
 Explore Tokyo’s gardens and temples, visit Imperial
Palace East Gardens, Koraku-en Garden and
Asakusa, famous for Senso-ji Temple
 Excursion to Hakone visit the Hakone Open Air
Museum and Hakone Museum of Art and enjoy a
boat cruise on Lake Ashi
 In Kanazawa, explore Kanazawa Castle, Kenrokuen Garden, Nomura Family House, and Higashi
Chaya Geisha District
 Discover the traditional Japanese village
Shirakawa-go
 Enjoy a change of pace in the unspoiled, edo-era
mountain town of Takayama
 Explore Himeji Castle and Koko-en Garden in Himeji
 Visit the ‘must-see’ Okayama’s Koraku-en Garden,
Okayama Castle and Bikan area of Kurashiki
 Travel to Takamatsu for a visit to Ritsurin Park,
Kinashi Bonsai village, and discover Lee Ufan
Museum and Chichu Art Museum on Naoshima
Island
 Discover Kyoto, former imperial capital and visit
ancient temples, castles, gardens and museums
such as Kinkaku-ji, the Golden Pavilion, Ryoan-ji
Temple, Miho Museum, Gio-ji Temple and
Arashiyama district
 Ride on the famous bullet train that can travel at
speeds of up to 500kph
 Experience a traditional Japanese tea ceremony
at the Kodaiji Temple

By Road
By Train
By Ferry

Tokyo I Kanazawa I Takayama I Okayama I Takamatsu I Kyoto
Day 1 Fri 11 Nov

Arrive Tokyo

Transfer from Narita Airport to hotel on arrival.
Day 2 Sat 12 Nov

Tokyo

The first visit on our tour will be to the historic
Imperial Palace East Gardens, an oasis of calm in
the middle of this giant city. Edo Castle was once
the residence of the Tokugawa shoguns who
ruled Japan from 1603 to 1867. The old site of the
castle now makes up the park and garden areas.
The famous Korakuen Garden is designed in the
traditional Japanese landscape style and is the
first of the “Three Great Gardens” of Japan we will
visit.
Enjoy a welcome dinner tonight.
(B,D)
Day 3 Sun 13 Nov

Tokyo

We have only a short time in Tokyo so Senso-ji
Temple and Asukusa have been chosen to
introduce us to a taste of traditional Japan.
Senso-ji is one of the very popular temples in
Tokyo while the Asukusa area that surrounds it
provides a wonderful variety of snacks,
restaurants and souvenir shopping.
(B)
Day 4 Mon 14 Nov

Tokyo-Hakone-Tokyo

We escape Tokyo and journey by private coach
to Hakone for the day. Hopefully weather
permitting we will get an excellent view of Mount
Fuji. We will visit the Hakone Open- Air Museum
which includes a spectacular garden, home to
over 120 permanent Japanese and Western
sculptures. While in Hakone we will visit the
Hakone Museum of Art which houses a unique
and modest collection of ancient to modern
ceramics, but the velvety moss garden
surrounding it could also be regarded as a work
of art. Also enjoy a boat cruise on Lake Ashi. (B)
Day 5 Tue 15 Nov

Tokyo-Kanazawa

Take bullet train to Kanazawa. We are off to
Kanazawa Castle and Kenroku-en Garden,

another of the “Three Great Gardens” of Japan.
The Japanese say Kenroku-en means having six
factors: spaciousness, tranquillity, artifice,
antiquity, water courses and a magnificent view,
and they are right!
Nomura Family House shows us just how the
Samurai would have lived in times past. It evokes
a sense of what old Japan and best of all its
exquisite gardens might have been like. An
absolute joy. Many of us will be inspired by the
imaginative opportunities that could apply even
to our own backyards.
We also visit Higashi Chaya district, a traditional
place of feasts and entertainment, where geisha
have been entertaining people since the Edo
period.
(B)
Day 6 Wed 16 Nov

Kanazawa-Shirakawa-goTakayama

Travel by road to Takayama, stopping en route in
the remote mountains of Honshu to visit the
UNESCO listed Shirakawa-go Village. Shirakawago is a fairytale walk back in time with quaint
original cottages, water wheels and paddy fields.
We then continue our journey on to Takayama.
Hida beef dinner tonight.
(B,D)
Day 7 Thu 17 Nov

Takayama

Work off your breakfast with a relaxing walking
tour of Takayama Old Town and the Kusakabe
Folkcraft Museum, including the cultural heart of
the town, the morning market. Many of the old
town streets date from the Edo Period and are
perfect for people who love to browse.
Afternoon is at your leisure.
(B)
Day 8 Fri 18 Nov

Takayama-Nagoya-HimejiOkayama

Travel by Bullet Train to Himeji where we visit
Himeji Castle, a world cultural heritage site and a
national treasure. Fortunately Koko-en Garden is
located beside Himeji Castle. Its diminutive size

packs a wallop by featuring nine separate
gardens, each centred on a different theme
authentic to the Edo Period and enclosed by
replica mud walls topped by tiled roofs. Continue
travelling to Okayama and check in at our hotel.
(B,D)
Day 9 Sat 19 Nov Okayama-Kurashiki-Okayama
After breakfast we will explore the colourful and
expansive Koraku-en Garden, another of the
“Three Great Gardens” of Japan that celebrates
the typical features of a Japanese landscape
garden. Then we cross the Asahi River to view the
magnificent Okayama Castle, nicknamed “Crow
Castle” because of its very black colour.
In the afternoon we will wander through the Bikan
area of Kurashiki, a time warp into ancient feudal
times. With a distinct and stunningly beautiful
architectural design, you'll see a central canal
crossed by traditional curved bridges, and lined
by fascinating shops, eateries and museums. (B)
Day 10 Sun 20 Nov

Okayama-Takamatsu

Today we depart Okayama for Takamatsu to visit
Ritsurin Park, considered to be one of the best
gardens in Japan. It is often suggested that
Ritsurin Park deserves a spot on the list with the
“Three Great Gardens”. It was given three stars as
the highest-rated, worth-visiting place for
sightseeing in the Michelin Green Guide Japan in
2009. We will also pay a visit to Kinashi Bonsai
Village, in the heartland territory of Japanese
Bonsai.
(B,D)
Day 11 Mon 21 Nov

Takamatsu-Naoshima-Kyoto

In the morning, as a change of pace, we catch
the ferry to the Benesse Art Site on Naoshima
Island and visit the Lee Ufan and Cichu Art
Museums. It’s worth visiting just for the
contemporary art alone, but it's also a great spot
to briefly rest your frazzled senses after visiting so
many garden landscapes. We then transfer to
Miyaura Port to take the ferry to Uno and then by
Bullet Train from Okayama on to Kyoto.
(B,D)

Day 12 Tue 22 Nov

Kyoto

Today, we experience a truly Japanese cultural
event, a tea ceremony at Kodaiji Temple, possibly
the most well-known temple in Japan, and then
visit the peaceful Ryoan-ji Temple home to the
famous Zen rock garden. This UNESCO World
Heritage site in Kyoto encourages contemplation
while enjoying the simplicity of carefully arranged
boulders amidst raked pebbles that resemble
ripples of the sea. Definitely recommended to
gain an appreciation of the deep thoughts
behind this garden style. It is fortunately right next
door to Kinkakuji (The Golden Pavilion), another
treasure!
(B,D)
Day 13 Wed 23 Nov

Kyoto

A more relaxing day. After breakfast we visit the
secluded Gio-ji Temple. It presides over a
magnificent grove of thick magical moss that just
about begs you to lie down on it (you are strictly
forbidden), straight out of a fairytale. We then
head to the picturesque Arashiyama District for a
relaxing walk through the peaceful Bamboo
Forest.
The rest of the day is at your leisure.
(B,L)
Day 14 Thu 24 Nov

Kyoto

This morning we visit the I M Pei-designed Miho
Museum in Shiga Prefecture. The building is a work
of art in itself, as it sits in perfect harmony with an
incredible mountain landscape. It is best known
for its Shigaraki pottery as well as an incredible
collection of artworks belonging to the founder of
the museum, Koyama Mihoko, one of the richest
women in Japan, and her daughter Hiroko.
The afternoon is at your leisure. This evening, enjoy
a farewell dinner.
(B,D)
Day 15 Fri 25 Nov

Depart Kyoto

Today we transfer to Osaka Airport for your
onward flight.

(B)

TOUR PRICES
LAND ONLY

Twin-Share

Single Supplement*

Per person

$7,985

$820

.

INCLUSIONS
14 nights twin-share accommodation in 4 star
hotels
22 meals including 14 Breakfasts (B), 1 Lunch (L)
and 7 Dinners (D)
Private coach with local English Speaking guide
during the tour
Reserved seating on train Tokyo-Kanazawa,
Takayama-Nagoya-Himeji//Uno-Okayama-Kyoto
Transfer on arrival, if travelling on suggested flights
Luggage transfer Tokyo-Takayama//TakayamaOkayama//Okayama-Kyoto
NOT INCLUDED:
International flights, transfer on arrival if not
travelling on suggested flights, transfer on
departure (local assistance will be provided), travel
insurance, personal expenses, anything not
mentioned above.
HOTELS: ****
Tokyo- Courtyard Marriott Ginza Hotel
Kanazawa- Hotel Nikko
Takayama- Hotel Associa Takayama Resort
Okayama- ANA Crown Plaza Okayama
Takamatsu- Hotel Clement Takamatsu
Kyoto- Hotel Okura
*SINGLE ROOMS IN JAPAN: Most hotels in Japan have
single rooms which are smaller rooms with a single bed
and private facilities. The single supplement is based on
a single room.
If you wish to have more space we offer a single
supplement for a double room for sole use, additional
cost will apply please contact us.

Booking Form
Tour Name: Garden Tour to Japan with Bruce Spence
First Passenger
Title:

11-25 November 2016

Surname (as shown in passport):

First Name (as shown in passport):
Sex: MALE / FEMALE

Preferred First Name:
If sharing what would be your room preference? TWIN / DOUBLE

Single supplement? YES / NO

Do you require us to organise twin-share on your behalf? YES / NO

(Please note that Single Supplement will be payable if we are unable to arrange twin-share for you)
Do you require us to book your international airfare? YES / NO

If Yes, please nominate class:

Are you a Frequent Flyer Member? Member No:

Are you a smoker? YES / NO

□ Economy □ Business

Airline:

Do you have any dietary or seating requests?
Do you hold an Australian passport? YES / NO

If No, please state the nationality:

Passport Number:

Date of issue: ____/____/____ Date of expiry: ____/____/____

Date of birth: ____/____/____

Place of issue:

Occupation:

(Passport details are required for all tours travelling outside Australia)
Second Passenger
Title:

Surname (as shown in passport):

First Name (as shown in passport):
Sex: MALE / FEMALE
Single supplement? YES / NO

Preferred First Name:
If sharing what would be your room preference? TWIN / DOUBLE
Do you require us to organise twin-share on your behalf? YES / NO

(Please note that Single Supplement will be payable if we are unable to arrange twin-share for you)
Do you require us to book your international airfare? YES / NO

If Yes, please nominate class:

Are you a Frequent Flyer Member? Member No:

Are you a smoker? YES / NO

□ Economy □ Business

Airline:

Do you have any dietary or seating requests?
Do you hold an Australian passport? YES / NO

If No, please state the nationality:

Passport Number:

Date of issue: ____/____/____ Date of expiry: ____/____/____

Date of birth: ____/____/____

Place of issue:

Occupation:

(Passport details are required for all tours travelling outside Australia)
Passenger/s Contact Details
Street Address:
Suburb:
Postal Address:
Home Tel:
Mobile No:

State:
State:
Work Tel:
E-mail:

Postcode:
Postcode:
Fax:

Additional Travel
If you require assistance with any add on travel arrangements pre or post tour, such as accommodation, or tours, please either attach
relevant details or contact Imperial China Tours.
Travel Insurance
It is in your best interest and compulsory with our office for you to have adequate travel insurance for your trip to cover you for any unforseen
circumstances that may arise before or during the trip. If you would like a quote or further information regarding travel insurance for your trip,
please contact our office and we will forward the relevant information to you.
Emergency Contact (Person to contact should there be an emergency while you are overseas)
Complete Name:
Relationship:
Street Address:
Suburb:
State:
Postcode:
Home Tel:
Work Tel:
Mobile No:
Opulent Journeys Pty Ltd trading as Opulent Journeys ABN 95 603 945 982

Payment options:
1). Cheque/Money - Enclosed is a cheque / money order made payable to Opulent Journeys, which acts as a deposit for the tour.
2) Credit Card- Visa / MasterCard / American Express
Please call our office with your credit card details -1300 219 885 or compete the information below.
Card No:

Expiry Date: ___/___

Cardholder’s name:
Card Holders Signature:

Date: ____/_____/_____

(Please note that payments by credit card will be subject to a Merchant Administration Fee as follows:
1.5% for Visa / MasterCard, 3.3% for American Express)
3) Direct Deposit into the Opulent Journeys bank Account.
Bank: Westpac
Account Name: Opulent Journeys
Bank BSB: 032 000
Account Number: 902713
Please list the payment description as per the following for Direct Deposits:
Reference: Your surname. This will assist our office in locating your payment when we receive your completed booking form.
DEPOSIT AND FINAL PAYMENT

RESPONSIBILITY

The deposit of $400.00 per person is accepted as a first instalment of the
tour cost and will be used to secure your place on the tour. It will be fully
refunded if the arrangements cannot be confirmed or the tour is
cancelled. A detailed invoice is sent out to all passengers booked on the
tour, approximately two weeks prior to due date of the final payment.
Final payment for the tour needs to be received 60 days prior to tour
departure.

OPULENT JOURNEYS Pty Ltd trading as Opulent Journeys and/or its
associated Companies or Agents, act only in the capacity of agents for the
passenger in all matters of transportation, tour operation and other services.
The company itself is not a carrier or hotelier, nor do we own aircraft, hotels or
coaches. We exercise every care in the selection of reputable airlines, coach
operator, hotels and other suppliers or the various travel services which are used
in the tour. Opulent Journeys Pty Ltd and/or its associated Companies or Agents
assume no responsibility for loss, injury, accident, delay or damage or irregularity
that may be caused to person or property, however caused or arising before
commencement and/or during any tour under its management, sponsorship,
procurement or otherwise. It is the responsibility of the passenger to make sure
he/she is in possession of the proper visas and other travel documents and
those they are in compliance with current government and transportation
companies’ regulations. The right is reserved to modify the itinerary in any way
considered necessary or desirable, or to change any reservation, hotel feature
and/or means conveyance, without allowance or refund but the extra cost, if any
resulting there from, must be paid by the passenger. The right is also reserved
to cancel or withdraw any tour, to replace any tour leader with another, to cancel
or withdraw any booking made for a passenger, or to decline to accept any
person as a member of a tour. The transportation companies or firms shall be
exempt from all liabilities in respect of any detention, delay, loss, damage,
sickness or injury however and by whomsoever caused and of whatever kind
occurring of or to the passenger at any time when the passenger is not on board
a carrier or conveyance used or operated by the transportation companies or
firms. The contract of passage in use by the transportation companies or firms
concerned shall constitute the sole contract between transportation companies
or firms, and the purchase of these tours and/or passenger. All tickets, deposit
tickets, coupons or orders are furnished and issued subject in all respects to
those terms and conditions under which the means of transportation or other
services provided there by are offered or supplied by owners, public carriers, or
managing agents. The issuance and acceptance of receipts, tickets, vouchers,
coupons, or exchange orders shall be deemed consent to the above conditions.
The tour is based on flights as detailed in the itinerary, however any other IATA
or non-IATA carrier may be used for tour co-ordination.

CANCELLATION AND REFUNDS
If it is necessary to cancel your booking, cancellations must be received
in writing and the following scale of cancellation charges will be applied,
per person.
Days of notice prior to departure:
Cancellation Charge
Over 60 days
$250.00 – Administration Fee
59-30 days
25% of the tour cost
29-11 days
50% of the tour cost
10 days or less
100% of the tour cost
No refund is available for cancellation after commencement of tour or for
any service not used.

FORCED CANCELLATION
In the event that, due to failure to reach a minimum number of tour
participants (excluding the tour leader), it is necessary to cancel the tour,
you will receive a full refund of your deposit. If it is necessary to cancel
the tour, we will advise you not less than 60 days prior to the tour
departure.

PASSPORT AND VISAS
It is the traveller’s responsibility to ensure that they posses the necessary
travel documentation for the tour, such as a valid passport and any required
visas. In general a passport should be valid at least 6 months beyond the
end of your journey and have two clear pages for each country to be visited
to allow for entry and exit stamps en-route or for any visas applicable for
countries in your journey. At the time of making your booking you will be
given information about any visas that may be required for the tour.

PRICES
Tour prices stated on the flyer have been calculated on the basis of
exchange rates and tariffs valid at time of print and are subject to change up
until the date of departure. Should you decide to cancel your tour on the
basis of a change of price, then normal cancellation charges will apply.

I have read and understand the Responsibility section and Booking
Conditions as set out on this page of this form and accept them on
behalf of myself and my party. I declare that I/they are not
travelling against any medical advice.

OPULENT JOURNEYS
Suite 406, 147 King Street, Sydney NSW 2000
GPO BOX 4389, Sydney NSW 2001
Phone: (02) 9221 0016 / 1300 219 885 Fax: (02) 9221 0333
E-mail: enquiries@opulentjourneys.com.au
Visit our website: www.opulentjourneys.com.au

Signature:

___/_____/_____

SOME OF OUR OTHER
EXCITING DESTINATIONS

For further information please contact Opulent Journeys:

1300 219 885
Email: enquiries@opulentjourneys.com.au
opulentjourneys.com.au

